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Abstract

Functional youth activity and organization in schools as a result of reforms

can help develop positive interaction and learning among student in

agriculture while in school. It will broaden their thoughts and help them to

take to. agncultural pursuits later in life. Thls study. examined educational

. reforms and measures in correcting the negatzve attitude of youths towards
agriculture. R

Two research questions to understand the various agricultural programmes that
youths engage in the school and, the measures in correcting the irrelative attitude
towards agriculture were asked. One hypothesis to test for the significant -

difference in the mean responses of the agricultural sciénce teachers and.

agricultural science students on the measures in correcting the negative attitude .
of youths towards agricultural in schools also guided the study. Quesnonnalre
was uséd to collect relevant information from 15 school principals; 34 -agricultural
science teachers, randomly selected from a total population of the respondents
in ogun state. Mean, standard deviation and t-test were used for the analysis.
Recommendations were made based on the findings of the study. The findings
from the study revealed that educational reforms on youths activities could be
effectively utilized to expose students to good teaching methods; that students
need real life situations to enable them develop skills/ attitudes, abilities etc; and
youth activities, could serve as a means of national development through field
trips and excursions. Based on the findings, recommendations like the training
of enough and competent teachers, the regular use of instructional aids, role
playing, and allocation of regular period of lesson on the time table for the
subject were suggested.
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Introduction : g e

No nation can develop to its highest potentials whé’n the people espe;:nally '
the youths are occupied full-time in meeting based needs of survival- clothing/
shelter, conducive environment, security and most 1mponant1y, food. The youths
constitute the largest workforce in the labour sector and efforts must’be made
to ensure that they do not develop negative attitude towards agriculture in and
out of the school environment. This becomes' 1mperat|ve if werecognize the
fact that agriculture supports considerably'the economy of most African nations.
The youths in every nation serve as a focal point or point of reference in all
plans on capacity building to unlock the potentials of people, by the creation of
an entrepreneurial culture by which to generate wealth to address ‘joblessness
and poverty, ighoraficé; dlsease and backwardness. The awareness and interest
of our ‘youths in agriculture must ‘bé created right from'their schooling days
through active participation in youth programmes. When agriculture flourishes
in life, all other pursuits are in full vigour. Agriculture is all embracmg and it
touches all areas of human endeavors. Youths must be endeared to this 11fe
supporting discipline.

This can be best achieved by creatmg awareness and interest in agriculture
and its bread fields: early enough in the life of the youths. The curriculum of the
subject at the junior and senior schools is designed to bring about a total change

.in the pattern of agriculture and also initiate a formal agriculture education. The

junior secondary school (jss) curriculum is aimed at preparing the students in
both academic and vocational aspect of agriculture by through a well managed
school garden for practical training in agriculture by qualified teachers while the -
senior secondary school is comprehensive with the curriculum designed to
broaden the students’ knowledge and outlook, through featuring of instructions
across the broad spectrum of agriculture. one of the important objectives of
agriculture Education is to provide young people with a sound knowledge of the _'
basic principles and techniques of agriculture and the motivation with which
they can translate the knowledge into real improvement to meet occupational
needs of the youths. Sadly enough, the youths have varied perception of .
agricu!ture in the various secondary schools. One of these is their regard of
agriculture as a low renumerative and dirty profession which anyone without
any special skill and can venture into. Secondly, to them it does not require any
special training to fill the soil and plant crops. The inclusion of agriculture as a
core subject in the present (universal basic education) scheme is a laudable
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approach in'the correctlon,of the negative attitude of youths to the subject as all ’ ,
will be e’xposed to nine years of the rudiments of agriculture in a formal setting. ‘ ,

Vanous reforms geared toWards the overall productivity in the country can best .. | T
be achieved through the youths from our formal institutions. When more youths -
take to farming through the education in agriculture they have acquired, this will g g go ;?n §o
: o
brmg about indirect mfluence for change on the part of local farmers and other ol =3 < < < <
employers of labour. The success of young ones would constitute a factor in | § -E '
conyincing the.older farmers to accept,and adopt improved practlces in food. &3 & 2 & 3 &
productlve (0_10,1982) g . S
- ’ g 3 é % & q 5
rposeof the Study y s ; E{ IR N P o o
.. The purpose of th]S study was to examine the Educatlon Reforms and ‘ Eﬁ n,;f 2 % o
the measures in.correcting the negative attitude of youths | towards agrlculture: : | S 3 S <
lnSChOOlS P w s 0 wsE RN SE VTR S W Ty U e il 2 ; : § “a :
' o el .89 -g © = a o
Research Questlons fe B -l < i’ni- L = @ o . 2.
1. What are the agrlcultural programmes that youths engage in the school - § - = —
g A S S . o
2;-'3 What are the measu_res,in,correeting. the negative attitude-ofi,youths_ . E s 4.
. towards agriculture in school ? g #ig -
‘ ' v R " = < B I
Hi I"' S 4 H ™ o Ll : o
Hypothesrs ; : ' , = - :
ooa. 23 2 o DR -
G Therels no 51gmﬁcantd1fference in themeanresponses ofthe agncultural 2l @ = = o . .
science teachers and agriculture science students on the measures in correcting - - I =
the negative attitude of youths towards agriculture in schools.. .~ = . .. g E_'g In 2
N T . : o of ~8 & . = P :
| “'“Respondents - Existence of - -  Percentage of § S _ - e i -
Ly piaiaiadh L Youth : .+ "Responsé’ = ¥ @ 5 A5
et o Programmesinm oo e, R ywag © = @ g & -2 -
it it | schoot - o $E 2 |89, 95 2% SRC U K-
ISR B . i ;; 001S - . ? ) 1] % £3 a9 . :‘QE"S -5 'O—OB de="30 E o g =g r=]
[PrinciplesN=15) . |~ I5(Yes) . — 10% =15 E253 R8s cHEE5E B8 Z
gy g P . 0(No) 0% gle 0280 EE a8 P r, B2 E g
Agricultural Science 30(Yes) ‘ 8823% S| 8 28328255 HESEJS R wEEEL S
Teacher(N=34) ' S T Coe &l gﬁg-g-_g gl 3 ghc-g,dgg.gg%;.g:gﬁg &%
- 5 i [ =28 = . 3 = - -
e TN - TR 2 z5 89 8[CEEAE 52N EES 5SS EES
Agricultural Science | - (N=228) 190(Yes) | S 8333%: g % "5 e o =y
| Students < : 38 (No) - 16.66% . - :
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four point scale. The above table shows that the three groups of respondents
agreed with the items except 6 and 12 as measures to correct negative attitude
of youths towards agriculture. The students and principals did not believe that

© some activities could change the attitude of students towards the school farm
. practicalsas being different from the school punishment. Also, the three groups

The remarks above are based on

of respondents did not see the farm as an ideal laboratory and teaching center
obviously because of the work and drudgery involved on the school farm
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The null hypothesis for the items on table 4 was tested, using the t-test at

gnificant difference in the mean rating of the two groups of

2ot

respondents, while the calculated t value for the other items are less than the
critical value and this indicates that there is no significant difference in the mean

rating of the two groups of respondents. The null hypothesis is therefore rejected

i.e6and 8 (3.88 and 1.90) are higher than the critical values and this indicates
for the 2 'and upheld for the remaining 8 items.

P<0.05 and 260 degree of freedom. The calculated value for two of the items
that there is a si
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That( your actlvmes asa result of educat10na1 reforms could be effectlvely
; Géll;zed to expose students to good teaching alds and matena]s that are not.
-.existing in various respective schools. . ,

2. That students need real life situations when bemg taught s0. that they can
develop skills, attitudes, abilities, etc and good mastery of agricultural science
unlike being taught in abstractions to develop interest in agricultural science.

3. That youths could be successfully used as a rallying point for youth
development in all areas of our national endeavours e.g through field trips,
excursions, seminars, agricultural shows, etc if well planned.

4. That agricultural science is being reared by students because of the poof‘

perception and the image and tfxat students perform better in youth activities

that do not take place on the farm.

‘Recommendation
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations are
made:

1. Youth activities should be used as a more meaningful rallying point for youths
through field trips, excursions, visits, seminars, agricultural shows etc so

. that they can be more motivated on the subject and have more awareness
~ and better perception and good image of agricultural science.

2. The government a federal and state levels should embark on the training of
enough teachers to effectively teach agricuitural science at the secondary
school level. The curriculum of schools at différent levels of our educational
system must adequately stress the roles of the youths in schools. .

3. The teaching of agricultural science in senior secondary schools should be
with respective teaching aids and instructional materials and the idea of -
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teaching in abstraétio_ns should be disco:ura'ged. This will further arouse
their interest in the subject.

4. Agncultural practical lessons should be properly accommodated on the
time-table of schools. A situation where students are exposed to limited
time on the farm should be discouraged.
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