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ABSTRACT
The broad objective of this paper is to deterniine the
: wm‘;'.:m;‘um,‘ai changes arising from the wetland resources extraction
Tt < o the livelilhasdy gf the ilakitiiie Of the Nirer D0ley
Comm: a1es. Italso identifies local social structures and institistions
that influences natural (non-oil) resource extraction/explafteation tn
the area. The dura for the study were collected through Rapid Rural
Appraisal, In-depth Interview of key inforniants anct field observation.
Three communities were selected from cach state for stucy. They
were; Avadeghe, Ibeno ardd Nvvaniba in Akwa thom State; tne FJix
Eyk Mma Nsa Ekpo and Obu Eki in Cross River State and (! rika,
Aanlaner ard Aduaa in Rivers State. Results revecaled that the cosmion
wour 0¥ resontices extracted from Niger Delta wetlenuds coardd he
classificd into three-timbertimber products, non-timber prodiers and
fiv!‘.'/wih:'wx-fmaix" The conunon envivonmental changes, w!'eiclh have
e w/iu from resonrce exiedaction, are siltiie of streaony ¢ Ldivon

nup of crecks and pords, ol pletion of the mangroves e fongtee perionds
. ofdliyseason These envicemmentad clsope Bave reduced b gty
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of leaves and fruits as well as firewood, medicinal plants and games
obtained from the wetlands. However, the rural have devised
traditional methods to check excessive exploitation of the wetlands
resources. These include Village Council, Youth Council/Age Grades
and Women Groups, Cultural Groups such as Idiong and Ekpe in
Ibibioland as well as gods and deities. Exception of the Cultural
Groups all other local Institutions and structures are still very

sffective.

1.0 BACKGROUND

The N:ger Delta Wetlands, located on the Atlantic. Coast of -

Nigeria has the world third largest mangrove, the' largest in African
(NDES, 1997; Ikporukpo, 1998). Its mangrove swamp is a region of
vast ecological diversity and rich natural resources which have been
exploited for centuries for economic and social advancement. The
traditional uses of the wetland’s forest for gathering of a variety of
pivdints other thion wood #:c, togethery . fishing activivies ond
simall-scale farming, essential activities for th. inhabitants of the Delta.

Non-timber forest:products (NTFPS) are also derived from animal

and plant resources in the Delta. These support many activities of the

communities and other economic sectors in Nloeua

Generally, the exploitation and utilization of the rich natural .

resources of the Niger Delta have generated considcrable
environmental, national and international concern. This is particularly
so of the crude oil exploration, whose adverse envi: onmental impact

in the region have been well documented [Consiitutional Right Project

(CRP) 1999, Ikporukpo, 1998]. One obvious effect of the oil
production activitics in the region lias been competition between the
~communities and oil companies for land, 'md quhsc-c-ucnt reduction in
cultivable land and other land based resources. Immediate tall out of
this type of dislocation is pressure on other smu‘cc(s) of livelihoods
(c.g. gathering of {urest products, sand excavation, cle.) in the region.
T he World Bank (1995) maintains =t although soni: ot the resource
extraction activitics do not direetly destroy the productive resouree,
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ere are known cases of these resources being exploited beyond n
istainable level. Collaborating this position, the CRP (1999) in {ts
ok Land, Qil and Human Rights, Nigerian Delta Region repoit.
us: :

“The in the now devastated forests they used to pick

the seeds of the Ogborio tree, the main ingredient of

the very popular Nigerian dish, Obgono soup, an

agricultural product in high demand all over the country

and for that reason, a highly valued source of income.

They cannot do any of these now”

- The complex nexus between env1ronmental resource use and
Liral livelihoods calls for a deeper understanding of the impacts and
thanges that occur from resource exploitation. Again, each community
as its social and institutional arrangements to regulate resource use.
hus, there is also the need for analysis of the social and institutional
interactions with resources explmtauon in the Niger Delta. These
cain ‘make for informed polxcy decisions as well as intervention
-dinable Miger Dl resoinrc tlilization.

The objectives ot the study, therefore are to:
o Identify the common rzsource extracted from the Delta wetlands
and the impacts of the resource extraction/exploitation on the

' c.m%t'a! (Delh) environment;

le Determine how the environmental changes arising from the

resources extraction impact on the livelihoods of inhabitant of the

- Delta Cornnunities and:
e Ideatify loca! cocinl <l siures and institutions that in{fluence natural

(non-oil) resource ¢ 'lZ’lCthH/C)splOlt‘“lOIl in the Niger Delta.

2.0 . UNDERLYIN{ ASSUMPTIONS

In discussing th-: link between non- -oil resource extiaction and

livelihoods in the Niger e lta. we make the following assumptions:

e is prodominantly human-induce: i

o Pnviromuental chan
P esouree oxtraction irom th - Wiger Delta Wetland should Tea T

The enviromnental cliange aeising from
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cuvironmental change.
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: L 6431  observations. Three wetlands communities were randomly selected

resource extraction, in turn, impacts on the livelihoods of th.
inhabitants of the Delta communities. elil  the
fpns*ider;e-:! as activities in:dertaken for sustenance. They include
ihe t-?‘tal}ty of means by which people secure a Iivingﬁi hg;ellde
acquire in one way or another, the fe:fj:ui!rémentrs for ‘s&r:.fix,m a:(;

satisfaction of needs as defined by the people themselves ix alj

~ aspects of their lives (Laubster, 1995)."
We also assume that: ' .

© Iu ;::der‘ to check ever-gixpicxitation; of environmental resources.
and thus mitigate the adverse impacts on the environment a‘nci:

s de Tiermd? P T e i .
people’s livelihoods, communities have a set of rules which guide

.. the behaviour of its members towards the use of the resources, |

These systems of rules, decision making procedures and

progranuncs (institutions) give rise to social practices, assign roles |

to patticipants and guide interactions among occupants of the

relevant roles (Lebel, 2000). The roles played by these institutions |

could be. in the form of creating limited entry regions to avoid
ravagés af unsustainable harvests ng of livino reson rr‘ée fln;:,r‘é‘
sitough there are . . nal n'xsi.i.u;x:;iun, we :;zré herre’
concemed with informal institutio.:s which co-exist with the formal
These consist of unwritten taboos, sustoms and fraditié:ﬂ.s | O‘m
assumption is premised on the fact that the weaknmx of féxl'rrial

Catr gy
lyl(/'f,

institution particularly strongly in rural areas. And, David (1994,
3 X * ¥

-1 997} tends to support this position by maintaining that naturally,
inforrat consuaims un behaviour are pervasive and iimfm*‘taym fn;
n.lodem cconomivy too!™ Einerging evidence in cme ec;’n-c;rz;i o
htcmiurc (World Back, 19935 1997; Stiglitz, 1998) alm ‘lllQ\Vﬂl’;
the role of institutions {both formal and informal) i ‘;3‘111111;){31;’;
the growth in deveioping and emerging cc-mnnni’ca him s an?
renewed interest in recent yvears. i I

2.1 DATA COLLECTION
The data used it the study were eollected through Papid Ruoral

Here, livelihoods are

5 ;‘7”"' T ) ‘” 1, ] 1 oy o g - 5 .
Appradsal (RRA), [ndonth Interview (I of key infornn. . and field

from three states of the Niger:a Delta for stud: (Table 1). Due to
poot en forceaent { Aron, 200G;. in formal institutions still pers:ise:.

Tuble 1: Wetlands Communities studied

SN STATE | COMMUNITY STUMIED
1 Akwa ftom Axadeghe, Ibeno, Nwauiba
2 Ceass Niver ~ Ine Efik, Fsuk Mma Nsa Ekpo, Obu Eki
Rivers Onrika, Agnlamay, Adaaa
™ The first step in the daia collaction involved the RRA. This

'was followed by the IDI. The key informants, three (3) per community

were selected based on the recommendations from a cross section of
the people in the communities.! Most of the key informiants turned
out to b individuals who themselves, have been involved in” fifteen
115) years. Site visits were also made to asccitain the impacts of
e S ea T AT Git Tl AL reo 1R U Dol ThE el e

u,
- vhvrae

discussions and findings are synthesized and presented under results
and discussion. ‘ ‘ «

3.0 -<RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

1. Some common resources extracted from tl
Wetlands by community meinbers
Timber/Timber products -uapaca (uapaca guineensis),
obeche (Tripcochiton sleroxylon), Allaklankiu Sloribunda,

: Poga Oleosa, froke (chiorophona excelsa), Oxystigma el

Coelocaryon preussii, Mahogany (Khaya ivoirensis),
Aningeria robusta, Mamna africana, Jomaluim letestui,
untbrella tree (Musanga cercropiodes), mansonia, etc.
Non-timber products; chewing stick (Garcinia maniii.
Lasienthera africanwm, Gentum africanunt, Piper
guineensis, Raphia hookeri, Raphia vinifera sacoglottis
wabonensis, Ancistroplillun seenndifforiion, medicinal plants®

1e Niger Deitzl
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*  These are of various types
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Fish: Fish ef all types including crabs, shrimbs T “Table 3: Impacts of Environmental Change on Rural Livelihoods, in the
Wild Animals: Wild animals of all kinds, snails. etc. 1 Niger Delta
The Niger Delta uaﬁands could well be described as a reservojr . : ‘ o

of biclogical resources. The wetlands is an tmportant habitat for flora, Liyelihood Mean 1" erease | Decrease | No Tmpact

fauna and marine resources of inestimable importance. Some ofthese Farming v o N

resources are sununarized above. Among these are timber products Fishing ¥

which are used for making furniture of various types. constructionof ;| ﬁ:ﬁf :::: et LEAREODUSR, dwites vy :Jz

building, canoes, etc. Seveml persons earn their livelihoods by Medicinal plants k ¥

exploiting the timber products of the wetlands. These include sawyers, . | Hunting of games ¥

saw millers, boat/canoe builders and fire wood gatherers. It should : '

te noted that in Nigeria, most of the timber used in contraction work I A combination of field observation and interview of key

come from the natural forest while very small proportion of the timber
demand is met from the government forest reserves. In facl.
Gavemmmﬁ forest Reserves is a recent development in the country,
particularly in the Niger Delta area. thus. the natural forest includir;u
the wetlands had been a major source of supply from time immemorial,
1 They were seen as those knowledgeable on the subjcet matter
of the study. Most of the key
A Reseuwcs X7 fion in the Dot Wetlands and forests tor a
period of not less than fifteen (13) years. |
Besides timber and timber products, non-timber products and
fish of various types are also obtained from the wetlands. Fuelwood
- an important source of encrgy supply to both rural and urban
houscholds arc extracted from the wetlands. Another very importan
product. The chewing stick /Corcinia mennii) is also a product from
the wetlands, Chewing stiok is used across Nigeria in place of touth
paste. Vegetables and medicinal plants obtained from the Niger ioha
Wetlands are used and also treded along the xudth and breadih of
Nigeria.
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3 L.oeal Institution and Structures influencing N

;}anants confirm that actually, many years of extracting naturat

resources from the Niger Delta wetlands have brought about some
negative changes. These changes include siltitig of streams angd dn ing

. up of creeks. and lakes. anmme resources are also said to be

depleted while longer periods of dry season are said to have occurred
of receut. All these impact adv ersely on the means of livelihoods of
the inhabitants of adjoining communities. Generally, there have been
o devroase 4 auch tivelihe oo activitics as Hshing. zathering 6f leat 2
(vegetable), fruit, fuelwood, medicinal plants and the number «

games hunter are able to get per hunting expedition. Farming see s
| to be the only activity whiclt is not affected by the pressure of natural .

(non-oil) resources extraction. Althmwh the position is that there is
no impact on farming, decrease in the means of livelihood should

g,
make people to intensify farming activities in order to sustain
thoriselves and families. Tt should be expected that further depletion
tiral resources would encoura tense cultivation of available

fand ineludine marginal laind. Fornos the problum is not guite obvious.

ot may be a course for concern in future.

virtural
Iesources Extraction in the Niger Delta.
Several Institutions exist in the Niger Deltan Conmunitics,
w el are used to regadate the use of covirenmentab resoureen | |it!$‘U
These institutions are made Functionad By such Broal st g
ey iHae o councits youth councils, age gindes ancbwoien -*ump
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ONCLUSION
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