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Preface

The composition of the STAN Basic Science and Technology textbook
Writing Team reflected the combination of expertise, experience and
geographical spread. This was predicated on the need to achieve
relevance and so ensure that the books possess the cultural as well as
environmental flavour of the different parts of the country.

The thematic approach is used and each theme is broken down into
chapters and units which have been carefully sequenced and arranged.

Books 1, 2 and 3, meant for the lower basic level (years 6-8), are
mainly pictorial with simple, verbal statements or expressions being
progressively introduced. Books 4, 5 and 6, meant for the middle basic
level, are also clearly illustrated and are written in simple English that is
easy to read and understand.

There is a corresponding pupils’ workbook for each year. There is one
teachers’ guide for Books 1 to 3 and another for Books 4 to 6.

The authors are aware that science and technology (computer studies;
and physical and health education inclusive) at the basic level or any
other level for that matter is a human activity and relies heavily on the
process approach which deals with observation, manipulation, inquiry/
raising questions, experimenting, classifying or grouping, etc.

We expect the teacher to use the child’s immediate environment as a
major teaching/learning resource. Teachers should possess desirable
professional attitudes, which predispose them to instil in the pupils
(through teaching and modelling) positive attitudinal changes.

The teacher’s role remains that of a facilitator of learning. The teacher
organises the interactions between the pupils and the objects or learning
resources. The teacher contrives situations and learning activities that
are capable of stimulating pupils to ask questions and provide ‘answers’
to these questions. The teacher should allow the pupils to discuss
among themselves or in groups and communicate their results in ways
appropriate to their level of thinking.






