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Abstract

t'\,'ith the prolifercLtiort o.;f' Lta,t' F-uc'Ltlties in lVigerictn {,niversities, there is' ttn urgent ctn.d

recurring need to mctirttcLitt stcrnclctrtl in terms oJ /ucilities, ctcoclemic: and non- occLdentic stcLJJ and

cr,tgnttte reclLLireruents. This is best.sitLLuteclv;ithin the context oJ poorftntcling of univer.tities atrcl

limitecl illcu.tpower tn run tlrc tutit'et'sities ttrtcl the Lrnv .fcLculties in particLLlar. There is cilso tlrc

tltn! ,-tc,-t'erlitarict: pt'cgt'(til!tlt irrlol', r;rg tht' l{ationa! L/ni','evsilies Crst:'ttttiss!on (\rr-rC1 :Lnd ths

CoLrncil of Legat E,duccttiott (CLE) Ll'hat is the sr-nerg\t behveen tlte NUC antl the CLE cts it

relcttes to acu.eclitcttion oJ Lctlt) pt'ogrctil'Lmes? What criterio hcwe been cleveloped to accredit lott'

progrctntrnes? Are they in line y.,ith internatiortctl standcu"ds of accreclitation? This poper w'ill

c,r.tttsider rlte is'sueo' arisittg.ft'orn the cLccreilitation, the observ'ecl problents cLncl cLttempt tr.t pt'o;[fer'

soltrtions ty,ithin the context oJ clarnor for mr-tre Juctlties of latv in ltligerictn (Jniversities.

Keyrvords: Accrcditation, Basic Minimum Acadernic Standard (BMAS), Cor-rncil of Legal

Edncation, National Universities Courmission

Belbre the establishr-nent of the first laculties of larv in aNigelian untversity,l legal traiuing lvas

principrlly in the United I(ingdom. This rvas not unrelated to our colonial history.2 There was the

need to have legal training that is tailored tor,vards correcting the obvioris gaps in 11ie lealuing
iiom the United i(ingdom aione. A i.iigerian traineci in the -tJniteci i{ingciom rviii not have been

exposed to the aspects of Nigerian lar,v such as custornary lar,v, the Nigerian constitt-ttton
Furthermore. a laul/er is expected to train either as solicitor or barrister. It was not even a

requirement that the student aitencl University. It was suff-icient that an aspirant to tlie Enghsh bar
got admitted to the Inns of Cor"rrl and the minimum educational qr"ralification rvas the G.C.E O'
Ler,'e1 with a further requirement to keep the 12 dinner terms. After his call to the bar, he is
reqriired to tahe the three month post-call plactice ancl serve a onc year compulsory pupilage.3 [n
vielv of these disparities ancl challenges, there is the need for courses taught in Nigclian
r"itii-iersitie s tc accord ri rth ihc basic philosoph,r' 1or tl aillng let., i'ers rn Nige ria.

This led to the setting r-rp of the Unsrvorth Committee in April 1959 'to cousider and malte

recoilrnendations for the frrtnre of the 1ega1 proiession in Nigena lvith palticttlar regard to iegai

* I.L M (Uuilag),FCI Arb (UI() Dcputy Director -Genelal & Ficad ol Car.r.rpr-rs, Nigerian Lar.v Scl.rooi

L agos,tij an i@1 arvscho o1l ago s. o rg ;
** LL.\{ (Ife).ACTI, Director (Acadcn-rics1, Nigcriari Law School La1:os Carlpus, oclusote(nllmv.choollagos.org .'\
paper preselited at thc 52'"1 Niqer-ian.,\ssociatror-r of'I-alr,'I'eachers (NAL'l) Conterence 2019 at thc Universin'o1'
ll."drn. N igerir.
I 'lhe first lar.v Facui{ in Nigena r,vas the Universit,v o1'Nigeria Nsukka (1961). Others lvere the Ur.rivcrsitl, ol Llgos
(1962), Ahrnadu Bello Universii."- Zaria (1962)tirc Univcrsity ol'Ifc (norl'Obafemi Awolowo University) (1962).
2 B,v Order 15 of the Supreme Court Civil Pr'occdure Rules the Chiel'Justice of t1.re Fecleration rr':is cmporver"'d to

adnrit to p-rractice any person i,vl'ro satisfies hint tliat he is cntitled ro practicc as a barristcl and solicitor in E,nglancl,

Scotland or h'eland and tliat he is of good character.
r Olaktrr.rle Orojo, 'A Brief Historical Profile of the Nigerian Lar,,. Sci"rool' L-(iy Ycurs oJ'Legul EdLtctttion In
liigeriu-Chttllenges utd Next Steps (Abuja, Council olLegal Education 2013) ,1

2
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eclucatioir and admission to practice'4. The comrnittee's report i,vas submitted in October i959
u ith rhe follorr irrg recornrnendations5:

l. Nigelia should cstrblish its ou n systeltt of'legal edr,tcerion:

2. A faculty of larv shor-r1d be established, tlrst at the University Co11ege, Ibadan and

subsequently at any other University to be established in tuture;

3. A law school tn b. i.rro.',,n as the Nigerian Lrry school $,rarq to be estalrlished il T egos tr
provide vocational training of legal practitioners in the rvork of Barister and Solicitor;

4. The qualification fbr admission to legai practice in Nigeria should be a degree in lar,v of
any University u'hose colrrse for the degree is recognized by the Council of Legal

Education. arrd tltc vor:atiortrl course prcscribcd by tire Cotrncil:
5. Any person graduating in lalv from a University, lvhich has not accepted the syllabus

recommended by the Council of Legal Education should be required to take such ltlrther
examination as the Council, may prescribed; and

6. A Council of Legal Education should be established.

The recommendations were the foundalion fol the Legal E,ductrtion Act and the Legal
Practitioners Act6. From the recorunendations, au applicant for admission to the Nigerian bar
must possess a degree from a recognized (accredrted) university by the Council of Legal
Education. fherefore, the Cor-urcil has to fonnulate guidelines for recognition (accreditation).
This necessitated the need to examine the universities offering lalv degleesT to ensr-tre that tlie
stipulated standard is met for legal training. This is done through accreditation.

In this paper rve sha1l examine the need tbr accreditation of law programmes, bodies that can

accredit, criteria for accreditation. issues related to accreditation, challenges and

recomnrcndations.

2.0 NEED }'OR ACCREDITATION

i e59) l

5 Ibid, Augustine Alegeh, 'Lega1 Education in Nigeria: \Vay Fonvard' Filb, years o./ Legal Edttc'cttion In Nigeriu-
Clrullerryes uirtl Next Sreps (Abuja, Cour.rcil of Legal Education 2013) 151,155, Yusul Dader-r-r, 'I{cccnt

To 'accredit' rneans to give official authorization or staflLs to sornethin-q 01'to recogni;ze (a" school
ol institntion) as having suilicient academic standards to qr"ralily graduates for higher edncatron
or for professional practice.s 'Accreditation' also means a system of evaluating academic
progralnmes in Nigelian i-ir-in ei'sitii--s as having met the provisions of the rninirnum acaclemic

standards document.e

I See Report ol the Committee on tlie Iutnrc of Nigerian Legal Profession (Laeos, Federai Govenllcut Pr'ess,

Developnret'rts on Continuing Legal E,drication in Nigeria' Fifi.t, Years o/ Legal EdLLcatiott In |'{igeriu-Challenge.s tuttl
Are.rlSlep.r'(Abu.1a, Cor-rncil of Legal Education 20i3), i71
6 Botl.r oF 1962. The Legel Edircatror.r Act, section 1(l), establishecl the Courrcil of Legal Educatior.i, It is r.ror,v thc
Legal Education (Consohdation etc ) Act cap L10 LFN 100+.
7 At the tirne of prcparing tiris prper, 16 Federal r-uiiversities. 21 State ur.riversities and 22 privatc univelsitrcs ale
recognized for lar,v programme Lvith varying 1a1,ers of Accreditation-Fu11, Plovisional, interim, ar.rd apploval to
commellce . Some have their accrcrlitetion suspended or sr-rbject to CLE, approval
s Bryan Garner (cd), Black's Law Dictiorrary, 9tr' Edition (St. Paul, West Publishing Co. 2009 I 33
e Ivlanual of Accreditation Proccdure tbr Acadernic Prograrrmes in Nigerian Universities (MAP) (Abi1a, National
Universities Cor-r.rmissiorr. l0ll) 5 Accoi'thng to the NUC Bencirmark Minirnum Acatlemic Star.rclarcls for

3
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The l,egal Edncation (Consolidation, etc) Acti0 cont-ers ot.i the CLE the responsibility for le-ual

eclucation of persons seeking to be members of the legal profbssion. l L fhe Act also enlpowers the

CLE to issue qualifying certiticate for call to the Bar if:

a. he is a citizen of Nigeria; ancl

b. he has. except uhere the Couucil otlteniise directs. sLtccess[ully cornpleted a cottrsc of
practical training in the Nigerian l-au, School r,vhich (including the time spent in taking

the examination at the enci but excluding any interval between the conclusion of the

examination and the annonncement of the lesults thereot) lasted for a period tixed by the

Council as an academic year.12

Relying on section 2(5) of the Act, the Council has prescribed conditions for sruclents

seehing acimission to Nigerian Lai,v School as they mltst have any of the following
qualificetions:

(a) A Larv Degree of an appr oved University
(b) A pass in the English, h'ish or Scottisir Bar Final Exatninations.
(c) A pass in the English, Irish or Scottish Solicitors' Final Examinations.

The Act however, does not empower the Q-oqncil to set admission requirements for,
admissions to the University.l3 Hencq,individual universities set their own standards.

There was therefore a necessiry to harmonize the conditions set by the CLE and the

universities. A situation of dual training and test of competence is foisted on the

authorities in relation to training of persons seeking to be legal practitioners in Nigeria.la

3.0 COLLABORATTON BETWEEN THE COUNCIL OF LFGAL EDUCATION AND
THE NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES COMMISSTON

Section I (b) (i) & (iii) of the t\ationai Universities Clommissron ActL) provtcle that the

commission shail have power in relation to rmiversities to oversee:

(i) the general programtnes to be pursued by the r.rniversities, in order to eusure that the,v

are fully adequate to meet national needs and objectives:

l-lnelcr-gracllrate Prograutr.r-res in Nigerian Univelsities 2014, (BMAS 2014) accreditation ol Larv plograrrmes lvill
serve as a systeur ot ensr.u'in-q a level oi pelfbrn.rar.rce, integrity and quality thirt ensnres the relevance oi tl.re

prograrmlc to the broader editcational and plof'essional comr.nunit,v, the students, and employers ollabour. Sce p. 8-

9
nCopLl0LFNl00l
I Sccu,rn i (l )

'- 5ectrull )( i )

1r The Councii undel this pror,'ision ir.rsists that or.r1,v degrees awarded blz a universitv in the common iarv
jurisdictions and to intcrnal Str.rdents onl1, r,vill be consiclered. Attempts were made to list compuisory courscs to be

trl<en ul the Unir crsit; .

rr A sinrilar sirLratiori seenls to erisr ir.i thc Unitccl I(rngclom rvl.iere rhc clLraLity cor.rtlol unit ot thc iVlinistn'ol
Educatior-r regr-rlates standard in the rinir,ersity and the Lau, society accredits nr.riversities for training lor the Bar-

eraminations as solicitors or Ban'isters
' Cap \18l. LIrN l0U+

4
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(iii) recomrnendations tor the establishment of new acadeniic units in exislinq
luniversities or the approval or disapproval of proposals to estabfish such academic units.

'Ihe Education (National Minimnm stanclards and Estab[shments of Instrtutions) Ac1t"
specifically conf-ers on the National Universities commission the power to prescribe minimum
standards in nniversitieslT. From the provisions o1' this statnte and the Legal Education
(Conso[dation etc) Act, there is bound to be conflict in setting standards in universities
accreditation fbr Lalv degrees. The National Universities Cornmission in April 2007 issued the

Benchmark Minimnm Acadernic Standards (BMAS) ibr Undergraduate Programmes in Nigelian
Universities. This was a revision of the existing 2001 Minimum Academic Standard (MAS). The
2007 BN,ti\S r,,,as revised in 2014 u,ith minor amendments. BMAS is produced tbr severai
academic disciplines rncluding Law. In the Preface to the document, the Executive Secretary of
the Commission, rvhile referring to the 2001 MAS and the neecl to revise the document,
emphasized that the content- based MAS lvere rather prescriptive. It was rrnperative to develop
outcorne- based benchmark statements for all programmes jn line r,vith contemporary global
practices The result of a stakeholders' deliberation was the development of curricuhim for each
couLsel8. It is stated as follows: 'Given this scenario, the comniission therefore considered thc
merger of the Benchmark Style Statements and the revised Minirnum Academic Standards into
netv documents to be cailed Benchmark Minimum Academic Standards (BMAS) as an amalgam
that crisply enunciates the learning outcornes and competences expected of graduates of each
academic programrles lvithout being overly prescriptive while at the same time. providing the
requisite flexibility and innovativeness coirsistent with a milieu of increased institutional
atrtonottty' l'

In developing the cumiculum in Law, the phiiosophy ancl objective is that 'a law graduate must
be able to LISe lar,v a tool for the resoirition of various social, econoruic and political conflicts in
society. 'fhe tlaining in Larv is specificaiiy airned at producing lalvyers r,vhose levei of educatiorr
ivottld cqLrrp thcnr properly to ser\e as adviscrs. solicitors or aclvocates ro governnlents anci
agencies. companies, btisiness fimrs, associations, individr"rals and fantilies etc---ht thc nelr,
millennium, tlie faculties cf larv in tlie cor-urtri' should appioacii tiie str.iiy of latv as ;r ciisciplinc
of'learnittg in tertiary institutions flom tlic i'irrta-Ee of law as it functions in socretv and not jrls1 as

rules that have been set and must be applied against the backdrop of our colonial legai heritagc
which stili persists'20. Subsecluentiy, the Council of Legal Education ancl the National
Liniversities Cotnmission established a joint tearn to issne guidelines and conditions thar rnr.rsl bc
met by a university seekin-g to establish a faculty of lar,v in Nigena.

.!,

'Cap I-.j LFN l0o4
l- Scc secrion l0
1N See tl.re NUC Benchuark Minimurr Acadenric Stanilrrds lbl UudergmdLrttc Proeramnres in Nigerian Universitie.s
i007. p i. rrnd BltiAS Lnrv 20 I{. p.ri
Ls Ibid p. 2. In the BMAS Larv 2014, t1're rationale for merger of the Bcr.rchr.r-rark Minimum Standalds and. the MAS
into BMAS is stated as: 'Follor'ving cornlxents and feedback fi'orn critical slakehoiders in the nniversities inclicating
that the Bettcht-nark-st1,1c Statemeuts were too sketchy to rreaninqfulll, guidc the developnrent of curricula anci r,r,ere

also inadeqr-rate for the purpose of accreditation, the C'ornmission pr-rt in place the mechanism for the mcrgcr of the
Bettclrtttari<-sty1.' Srrtlrlcrtls lltd tlic rer i.iti Nlinirrrurrr Acltlcrrric Srrrrd.rrils irrto n.'rr docLrrncrrts refr'rred t.r .rs tlr.
Bettcltntrrl< \lirrirnrlrr Aerclerlic Srarrcj:rrds rts\lASr' P. ii
r0 Ibid p.6. see also Ojuku,r-r Ernest, 'Trencls in Legal Education: A Cornparati',,e Anair,'sis of Nigetia. USA, tlI( and
SouthAfr:ica' tn !{igeritut Lavv School Fout Decutles ctJ Service to the Legul FroJbssion. Council of Legal Edr-rcation
ti00Jrp.l3-l

5



U.I 2019 NALT Conference

The result of the collaboration betu,een the CLE ancl the NUC is tirat any accreditation teatl
usr-ra1ly has both parlies represented. We are of the opinion that this has ameliorated the

controversy that had exrsted in accreditation olLarv in universities in Nigeria.

4.0 CRTTERTA FOR ACCREDITATION

These guidehnes are mandatory and students are not to be admitted or enrolled rnto any proposed

Faculty of Law unless and until the necessary approval has been granted by the NUC and the

CLE:1. Recently, a moratorium was place on the establishment of Faculties olLalv.rr Any l-au'

programme commenced in any unrversity dnring the period rvill be declared iilegal.

As parl of the accreditation process, universitres are categorized as having Full accreditation,

Provisional Accreditation. Accreditatton Suspended, Undergoing Accreditation or Approval to

Commence.

.A tactrlry is said to lrave flull accreciiiation where it has complieci ii'ith ail CLE requirernents:j.
Where the faclrlty has only substantially complied r,vith the CLE reqr-iirelrents. it lvill be awardecl

a Provisional Accreclitation. Sornetimes the CLE may give approval fbr cot-uuretrceurent o1'tlte
Facnlty subject to furthel accreclitation. This is an interim accreditation. If the University
lpplrcation to colnl'nence law is being considered bLrt not yet approved for admission of students.
it u'i11 be said that the faculty is 'Undergoing Accreditation'. A university may be given
'Approval to coiiiilence'u.itli the intention tiiat the university can adrnit strtclents subject to other
approval requrrements.zl If a university is granted a provisional accreditation subject to meeting
cerlain requirements within a period and fails to do so, the accreditation may be suspended.

-fhe [ollowing are the giridetines as developed by the CLF. and NUC lor establisltrttcnt ol'
lacrrlti.'s of larv in Nigcria:

Acadcrnic Bric[: There nrrrst bc er iclcncc r]rrr the prtlposed Lau proqraur is cuutainccl irr

the approved Acadernic Brief of the university and it is proposed to be establislied at thc
appropriate phase.

Senate Appioval: There must be evidence of prior approvai of the University Senate on
the establishment of tl're Faculty of Law (Extract of the Senate decrsion rn,.rst be attached).
Non-Lar.v Courses: No Faculty of Law r,r,'or:ld be established in any tmiversity rvhere nou-
larv complementarv (cornpr-rlsor.v and optional) programs are not iiril-v eslablished, alril
have earnecl ful1 accreclitation.

rr T1-ris part of the paper is takerr fron'r tlie 'Guidelines &-Conditions lor the Establishment of Faculties of Lar,v ili
Ni.eeria' (AbLrja, Council of Legal Education) 10-11.+, NUC Benchrnark Minimr-rn.r Academic Standards ibr'
Under graduate Prosrar.nmc in Nigcrian Unir,ersities (2007) National Universities Comrrission Prograrlme
Er rlLtrtiorr Fonl.

:l A tnoratorium u.as pr,rt in place in 200.1 aiter a nteeting benr,een the CLE and the NUC. Il rvas to be in piace lor
I0 1'cars. Hon.el,er, in 2009 the moratorium \\ras lifted dLre to pressllre on both the CI-E and the NUC. Some
universities u,hiclr bleached the nloratorium lvere sanctionccl.
2r Thc University'of I-agos is t1'rc only univcr:si1v on lull accrerlitation as at jaur-rary 2019
:a Resource ver-ification is t'irst clone by the NUC ancl then CLE. It seerrs that once resource verification is donc,
approval to colnnlence is granted to tl'ic university u'ith a qtrota of 50 students. Accreclitation exelcise r.r,'il1 fbllori
sub)r'qucnll\ il inlflvul).

6
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Nnmber of Deparlments: The Faculty ol l,aw' to be established mrist have a minimnm of
two deparlments as delined in the Benchrnark Minimurn Academtc Standards (BMAS) in
Lari.
Sta lfing:
i. Academic Stafl: There shall be a minirnum of six fulltime acadernic staff in each of the

ln,ltfi:"T,tlt. ,r"r, mix miisr sarisfy the staii pyramidai stmct*re as containeci in ihe

BMAS itr [-arv.]s
iii. Non-Academic Staff: Non-academrc staff of the Facuity shall satisfy the requirements
as contained in the BMAS in Lar,l'.

Lalr Library
i. fhe proposed Faculty of Law must have a separate Law Library that is ICT comphant,
fully supported with e-library and has at least a subscription to one of the basic legal data
bases e.g. Ifein-on-1ine, West Lar,v, LexisNexis, etc.
ii. There must be sutficient Lar,v Reports r,vith tirree years backlog issues. sr,rfficient
number of current books and Joumals, etc as cletailed in the BMAS in Lar,v.

iii. The Lar,r, Library must be manned by a professional librarian lvith a Lar,v degree.
iv. The Library sha11 be able to accomrnodate at least one-thircl of the projected ultirnaie
studeui popLrlation as contxined in the Acadenric Brief, of the univcrsity

Ph1sical Iracultics:
t. There sirouid be a separate anci distinct ialv facnity cornplex, exciusively for law
programs. The building should be provided with ftinctional conveniences tbr srafl',
students and visttors.
ti. Classroomsi Setninar l{ooms: The Law Faculty should have a minimum of 5 class
rooms and 5 seminar roolrls r.vrth seating capacity of 50 students each. Each of the
classrooms shor-ild be well-equipped lvith modem teaching and learning ards.
iii. Auditorir"im: There sha11 be a well-eqlripped auditorium that can accommodate the
r-rltirnate projected students' population.
il'. Stafl Olfice : There shol:ld br- rvcll-eqr"ripped staif offlrces. Eacit siaii mi-tsi havc ai-r

of,ficc excliisir cly to his lie rscll.
r'. N{oot Cor.trt: There tlust be a well-spaced, r,vell-equipped Moot Conrt specialll
designed to sttit the purpose, and having rooms for judges' charlbers, barristers' roolls,
dressing rooms, etc. It shor-rld be equipped lvith video calrera, projectors, public address
systcln etc.
..: c,..:^.-. r\^ n - .r-t,- -t -rt ! , -- t- -: - -:- -,-vr. rLLrLrsrr. uurrluoli Rooiir: fltet'e shaii be a shndarii stncient coll11Tron roour r,vitir otfices
[or strrderrts' activities.
vii Dean and F{eads of Departments Offices: A standard, lve1l-firnished and
equippcd Dean and Heads of Department Offices shor-rId be provicled with all reler ant
supportin-q stafl o ffi ces inc hiding edrtorial offi ce.

lj Every dcparturent of a larv faculty should fiave a minimnm of fir,e (5) acaderlic stafl, ancl er,cr1, faculty should
llave at least or.tc Professor. T1-re students-'I.cacher ratio shoulcl be in accordance rvith the extant NUC guidelines. 'l'hc
ratio is 1: 30 by the NUC BN{AS 2001 & 20 14. Similarl,v, the non- acadeniic staff .ratio shall be as per NUC
guidelines See pp. ll-12 itfi-u.It is loruniversities intenclir.rg to cstablish laculties of larv to cont-rrnr the crt.u.rtNUC
sui(lclincs

l
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8. Learning Environment: 'fhe Iraculty of Lar,r, building must be lvellequippetl n'ith saf-c1y

equipment and u.e11-mapped-or-rt exit in case of emergency, The environment should be

rve1l kept and landscaped.
9. Funding: There must be evidence of provision of adeqr.iate fr,Lnding for the Larv faculty.
10. Cur:riculum: The proposal to commence Law prograllt tlust contain a detailed cltriculrun

u.,hich shal1 rnclr.rde teaching delivery method with ernphasis on introducing clinical legal
^,1.. -.-+i ^..:LtLtLdLl(rll.

1 1. Induction Number: Parllculars of admitted students at inception and subsequent years shal1

be forrvarcled to the Cor.urcii of Legal Education for assignment of Induction numbers

rvhich shall be used tor the purpose of admission into the Nigerian Law School.

12. Conveyance of Approval: l'he letter conveying approval to establish a Faculty of l,aw
shalI specity:

i. The commencernent ycar.
ii. Admission qnota r,vhich shali be reviewed only at the instance of the NUC and CLE, and

iii" Possible date (year) oltirst accreditation visit"
13. Lau,Programmes col1ll11enced during the curency of the moratorium remain i11egal,

unapproved, and unrecognized;

It is rernarkable that the gratling of a r-miversity in tenls of quota of admission wili be dependent
on the ability to mect the criteria set by the CLE and NUC. A classic example is the classroom
requireinent as contained in the i.lUC (BN,lr\S1. As an exarnpie, Facuities tirat i,viii have an intake
o[ 50 or 250 rnust rneel the lollori ing::

.A Faculty that adrnits 50 students am,ually should have the following facilities: -
(i) one classroom that can accolnmodate 250 students
(ii) one classroom that can accomrlodate 150 students
(iii) two classrooms that can acconlmodate 100 students
(iv) f-ive classrooms that can accoilllrlodate 40 - 50 students
(v) A stndents' common roolrl lneasr-rring approrirnatelv l5m r 8m
Such a faculty may Lrse the bigger c1a-ssroom as its assembly hall rvhen and if tlie necd
arises. It can also lrse the medium-sized classrooms as a moot-corirt.
Facultics xith Students Intakc of 250
A big lar,v faculty r.vith such a large population of str.rdents should have the follor,ving
+'^^i1i+:^-.].JLTlITICJ.

tr.l o ( 2l chssrootus elch clnlLble of r.cr-Srrrtrrodrtirlo 1q0 sntdcttts.*"'"10

three (3) classrooms, each capable of accommodating 150 students.
three (3) classrooms, each capable of accommodating 100 stucieuts.
ten (10) tutolial rooms, each capablc of accommodating 40 = 50 students.
one moot court capable of accommodating 250 students at a tirne, but specially
designed to sr-rit thc purpose and have rooms for judges' chamber as vu,eli as

barristersl cl-lambers and dressing roo111s.

a students' co1n1l1on roollt lueasuring approximately 300sq.ur, lvith ofllces for-
students' union activities, includlng editorial olfice lor their jor,rrnals.

an atiditorium or lecture thcatrc capablc of holding 1,000 to 1.500 students at a

tirnc.

rb See NUC (BMAS) 2007.p.14,NUC Brv-lAS Larv 2014. pp.12-13

(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

(ri)

(vii)

B
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(viii) a compnter room capable of acco;.nmodatrng at least 50 stltdents as well as

microcomputers, rvord processors and other needecl equipment.

Below ts a table of the Universities ri,'ith various leve1 of accreditation:27

FEDERA.L UNIVERSITII'S

31. 2019. This has been updated from the records of CLE especially lor neu plivrLte Lrni','ersities.

9

S/N UI{IVERSITIES STATUS APPI{OVE,D

1 IINIVERSITY OF {BADAN PROVISIONAL
ACCREDITATION

2 TINTVERSITY OF LAGOS FT]LL ACCREDITATION 270

3 LNIVERSITY OF NIGERIA , NSU.KKA PROVISIONAL
ACCREDITATION

1 UNIVERSITY OF MAIDUGURI
ACCREDITATION

5 LINIVERSITY OF BENIN -PROVISIONAL

ACCREDITATION
180

6 UNryERSITY OF JOS PROVISIONAL
ACCRI]DITATION

1 10

7 TINTVERSITY OF CALABAR PROVISiONAL
:ACCREDITATION

110

8 TINIVERSITY OF ILORIN PROVIS IONAL
ACCREDITATION

9 TINIVERSITY OF UYO PROVISIONAL
ACCREDITATION

150

i0 OBAFEMI AWOI OWO LINIVERSITY , PROVISIONAL
ACCREDI'|ATION

11 BAYERO TINIVERSITY , KANO PROVISIONAL
ACCREDITATION

220

Qrro'r'A

1s0

200

1(n

?5n
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t2 USMAN DAN FODIO TINIVERSITY .'PROVISIONAL .

ACCREDITATION

13 AHMADU BELLO LNIVERSITY PROVISION.\L
ACCREDITATION

280

1Al+ I RrryrnctT\/ nr \ n('T I
t-r,\i.rLI(.JIi I \-/f .lDUJr1

'TCNT A Tf KtJ v 1511\r\1-

ACCREDITATION
RESTORED

15 NNAMDI AZiKIV/E LINTVERS ITY PROVISIONAL
ACCREDITATION

180

16 LIN IVE RSITY OF PORTHARCOI.IRT 'APPROVAL TO COMMENCE 50

STATE UNIVERSITIES

S/N UI{IVERSITIES STATUS APPROVF',D

QUOTA
1 ADEKI-INLE AJASIN TINIVERSITY , PROVTSIONAL

ACCREDITATION
50

2 EBONYI STATE IINIVERSITY INTE,RIM -

ACCREDITATION
1s0

60

130

J EKITI STATE I.INIVERSITY PROVISIONAL
ACCREDITATION

4 ABIA STATE I.NIVERSITY INTE.RlM
ACCREDITATIOI{

5 DELTA STATE, IINI\IERSITY PROVISIONAL
ACCREDITATION

120

6 ENUGU STA'|E IINIVERSITY OF SCIENCE &
TE,CH.

PROVTSIONAL

ACCRE,DITATION

100

7 KOGI STATE IINIVERSITY PROVISIONAL
ACCREDITATION

60

8 RIVERS STATE TINIVERSITY PROViSIONAL
ACCREDITATION

250

10
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.PROVISIONAL .

ACCREDITATION

10 PROVISIONAL
ACCREDITATION

NN AI 'TCTA\T \ T
I -fr(-,/ \ l.JlL-rl\..1.l.-

ACCRE,DITATION

11a1

INTERIM
ACCREDiTATION

ila

50l2

APPROVAL'fO
COMN,IENCE

t4 UMARU MUSA YAR'ADUA LINIVERSITY

* - .: i :- - - i -

APPROVAL TO

COMMENCE

SION,A.L

ACCREDITATION

),6 APPROVAL TO

COMMENCE

11 CHUKWUEMEI(A ODIM EGWU O JUi(WT]
LINIVERSITY (ANAMBRA STATE
LT\TI\rER.SI'IY OF SCIENCB AND TECII.)

18 ACCREDITATION
SUSPENDED

19 ACCREDITATION
SUSPE,NDED

INTERIM
ACCREDITATION

APPROVAL TO

COMMENCE

1.1

-l

9 NASARAWA STATE UNIVERSITY

13 BUI'{R ABBA IBRAHIM T]NIVERSITY

15

ATE IINIVERSITYBAUCHI

NIGER DELTA TN.IIVPNSNY

i\

2t

NIL

40

40

50
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PRIVATE' UNIVERSITIES

STN UNIVERSITIES STATU APPROVED

QUOTA

IGBINEDION LNIVERSITY PROVISIONAL ACCREDITA TION 100

AFE BABALOLA
t]NIVERSITY

APPROVAL TO CO 180

a
_) CRESCENT UNIVE,RSITY APPROVAL TO COMMENCE 50

4 BABCOCK UNryERSITY ALA ITATION

5 BAZE I.INIVERSITY APPROVAL TO COMMENCE

6 AMERTCAN LINTVERSITY OF APPROVAL TO COMMENCE

7 BOWEN I]NIVE,RSITY PROVISIONAL ACCREDITATION 50

8 BENSON IDAHOSA
TINTVERSiTY

I}iTERIM AC CREDITATION 60

9 NIGERIAN TURzuSH NILE
UNIVERSITY .

APPRQVAL TO COMMENCE

10 JOSEPH AYO BABALOLA
UNIIVERSIl'Y

APPROVAL TO COMMENCE

11 AL-HIKMAN L]-NIVERS ITY APPROVAL TO COMMENCE 50

t2 LEADCITY LINIVERSITY APPROVAL TO COMMENCE 50

t-i AJ.tr.Yi CROWTIiER
UNIVERSiTY

APPROV AL TO COIVIIViENCE 50

14 EDWIN CLARK T]NIVERSITY i APPROVAL TO COMMENCE 50

15 MADONNA TINIVERSITY APPROVAL RESTORED 50

16 ELIZADE TINIIVERSITY APPROVAL TO COMMENCE 50

t1 SALEM LINIVERSITY APPROVAL TO COMMENCE 50

18 GREGORY TINIVERSITY APPROVAL TO COMMENCE 50

1"2

1

2

100

50

50

50

50
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19 AI{CFII},VI1 RS UNIVERS ITY
owo

APPROVAL TO COMMENCE 50

20 NOVENA UNI\TLII{SITY

OGUME

SUBJECT TO COLINCIL

APPROVAL

21 $/'ESTEtu\ DiiLTA
LNIVERSITY OGI]ARA

C,3Ui\iCiL
APPROVAL

22 GODFREY OKOYE
TINIVERSiTY i

APPROVAL TO COMMENCE

"fhe accreclitation is ah,vays sr.rbject to review. It is not a case of once accredited, ahvays

accreclited. For an evalr-ration of the lall'plograrnme. accreditation visit is undertaken at intervals

to determine whether the programlne can continue in the universtty having in nlind the

philosophy and objectives of the programme. Areas of evalr-ration will be in six critical areas:

Acadernic matters, Staffing, Physical facilities, Library, Fr.inding, and Employer's Rating of
Graduates.28

Presently, by the BMAS 2Ol4,2e a la.,v facuity should have a minimum of two (2) departrnents

and a maximum of six (6) as lollows:

(a) Depafiment of Private and Properly Law (PPL)
rbr Dcparrnrent olJurisprLrclcncc ancl Intcrnational Lari tJII-I
(c) Department of Commercial and IndLrstrial Larv (CIL)
(d) Department of Prrblic l-arv (PLrI-)
(e) Deparlmenl of Clinical i,e,sal Education and Training (CLE).

1t) Department of islan-ric andror Customary Law(ICL)

CIIAI,I,F]NGES'I'O AC CREDITAT'ION AND REC O},INIENDATIONS

Number of Universities: The number of trniversrties makes the task of eft-ectrve accrediletiort
ciiilicuir. Presenriy ."r,e have about 59 nnir-ersitres. 

-fhe number heeps grolvrng. fhorottgh
.^^ro.-l it.ti^- ,'o,. l.o ^1..,11o,.,,i.- .,'ith rhic "i,^Ji!r ll.rLq((ULa !qlr UL !lt(lrr!rt--l(ri \\

5.0

Manpor,r,er: fhe available rnanporver is rnaclequate. fhe NUC cioes not have sr.rfficient olficers of
the cadre required to do accredrtation. Even in the Councrl of Legal Education, the t-uetnbers arc
Deans o{'l,alv ancl Attorneys GeneraLof the States r,vrth br.rsy schedLrle. It bccornes difficult to tix
a time agreeable to all partics for the accreditation. Specificaliy, the present cornposition oi'tlte
accreditation tcam ol'the CLE is the Director -Gcneral as Chairman, the Secretary to Cor-n-rcil o1'

Legal Education and Director of Aclministratjon, r Dcan of a law facult,v (rvhich is a mcmbcr of
thc Councii), a Depr"rty Director-Gcncral and Hcad of a Campr-rs of thc Larv School. Liblarian ol

:s Sec Fonrr NL C PEI'
re Par I 1 Sce also the Guiclelincs fbr Establishntent of Lar.r' Facr-rlties inira. in tlie 2007 BMAS, Six l)epai-trrerrls
r,r'ere also recognizerl u,ithout the clepaltr-nent of Clinical Lcgal EdLrcation ar.rcl'fraining (CLE)

13
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the Lau, School and the secretary (usually a drrector in charge of accreclitation of the CLE,). It is
our opinion that tliis tcatn is inadeqnate tbr the task.

Funcling of accreditatron process: There is no indepenclent fiurdrng lor accreditation. -fhe 
CL,Ir

provicles funds n.ithin its lintitecl buclget. Unir,ersities are expected to provide aceotnuroclation

and other conveniences lbr the team. The cluality of provision vu'iii r,'ary fi'our ttuivelsit; tt-r

another. This may have an effect on the accreditation team.

Unclhtcal behavior by Unir..ersitres: As soolt as most unilersitres are a\\'are that an accreclitatlotl

team is visiting the school, make -shift anangements are tnade including 'bouorving' a iibrary

fi'om practitioners in tonn. In some cases, lecturers r,vho may be categonzed as mercenaries.

have their names f-eaturing ru the acadernic list of more than one university.3tl

Breach of Quota by Universities upon Approval to Corrmence: Once nniversities comlnence the

larv progralnlnes with 50 sftrdents,ll they begin to put pressure on CI-E for more stttdents to bc

admrtted. Becalrse CLE is slow in doing so. the facr-rlties, breach their set quota and admit
beyond the approved quota. Dtiring the accreditation exercise, it is not unusual to have tlie
faculty and university managelnent request that the quota be rncreased even rvhen the adrrission
i: clcrrll rp.ainst tlrc approval given.

Lach of pleparation by the universtties prior to visit: Facnlties are often recptirecl to send sotne

documents 1o CLF many .yeeks belbre +;he visit. In some cascs, the documents seil1. ar.- cithct
incomplete or erroneous. A typical example is tire cur:riculurn vitae of the academic staff. 'l'here

is noncornpliance with approved fomrat. Some of the documents may also Lre sent 1ate. These
allect the thoroughness of the rvorh of the accreditation team.

Selcction Criteria of accreditation team: The rnind set of members of an accreditation team
cannot be detenlined. Mernbers of the team may unfofiunatcly have their biases towards a

university positivell, or ncgativcll'. SoLne scoring critena are sLrbjective. This is manif-ested in the
scores. I-{cnce, a posslbilit,v of discrepancy in the outcomes. A university lvhich may ordin;rlilv
flot pass accreditzrtion may rnacivertcntly be gracled posrtively because of the cornposition of thc
puuel.

It is recommended that a moratorinrn be placed restricting new faculties of 1arv. Establishing a

lau, Iaculty is considered prestigrous and considered a lrrlst for all state and private r.uriversities.
Pronrotcrs of sr"rch universities shor-rld be ready to abide by laid dor,vn reqriirements beforc
veniurins into the projecr. There is need for poiitical r,vi1l to iimit tire prolileration of lirculties ol'
lau,.3r l'iris is a task before all of us. Each state o1'the federation or private r-rnivcrsity mLLst not
htrve a faculty of larv. Tl-re existing facr-rities mLLst bc stlcngthened.

'fhere is the neecl to havc a ciata bank of all facLLity nrenrbers in facnltres of larv in Nigeria. 'l-his

u,i1l solve the recuning problem of urercenaries on the acadenric faculty of several universitics.

'r0Nikr'lobi.'N{ee'tu'rg theNeecis ol tire Prolession lnd the Nrtron: A r'ie,* fion.r tlic Ber-rch' in Nigarirtir Lcnt,St:hoo[,
FotLr L)ec:utle ctf Service lo tlte Legul Profbssicttt, /Abqa, Council olLegai Edr-rcation,2004, 7
rr Basccl on ';\pploval to Commcirce'
rl Niki Tobi. 'Nleeting tl'rc Neecls of the Prot-ession and tfic Nrtion: A view front thc Bench' Ibid, 79

r.+

L
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Fr.rnding ol accreclitation process: I'his shor.rldbe indepcr-rdent and adequate as lar as practicable.
-franspoflation, accornmodation and other logistics of the teanr shottld be handled inclepeudent o{'

the university. A mechanism fbr independent tunding sirould be ds'eloped.

The CLE should consider expanding rts accleditation team. Where a r.tuiversity admrts students

in flagrant breach of approved quota. the CI-LI should as a nt1e, not conduct any accredrtatron

e.rclcise l() iuclr l'acrrltv ol'llr,r

6.0 CONCLUSION

ll

L.tibctive accreditation is critical to lat' facr.rities. 'l-his rvill have au impact on lhe quality o1'

stndents admitteci to the Lalv School anci subsequently caLled to the Bar. The collaboration

betr,veen the CLII and the NUC rvithin the confines of the enabhng statutes r,vill make lbr
effectivc accreditation. The identified challenges can be overcome by all stakeholders if lve all

do orrl part in eustrring proper accrctlitatiott.
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