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ptby4940% of the. '
2 ibsistenée level. The study zndzcates the need forSR fa"
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qu tionnaires were admlmstered by tramed enumerators to smaH ruminant owners (SRO’_)_‘m two, e
Uyo and ltu) of Akwa Ibom State, South-South geo—pohtlcal zone of ngena during
of 2006. The. questlonnaJres gathered information on the type of feeding stuffs-used by
' feedmg stuffs, those that are available .all year round, source of feedmg stuffs, and why
heep and:goats. The same trained enumérators were used:in-the two LGA’s using25
minimise-error. -Some. of. the ﬂhterate farmers - "Were - interviewed ~and: their
l¢ tionnaire, while questionnaires were left with literate ones to complete-and
/ Jater-date:: amples of the feeding stuffs used by the respondents:to feed their stock “were collected
nuﬁcauon Descnptwe stausuos were used to-present the results of the study.- : o
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tock ownershrp, years of expenence and ﬂock'sm e ﬁ

total of 334 questronnaues were recovered ‘out of 500 admlmstered (1 e. 67 %) The remmmng 33 % were
reported either misplaced ‘or lost, while 'some of the respondernts’ could no longer be located at the time of
etrieving the questionnaires. SRO’s in the study areas clearly preferred goats to sheep Table 1 shows that 67.67
; })f the respondents owned goats wh1le about 9.00 % owned sheep This ﬁndmg is in agreement with that of
Onwuka et al’, (1992).

With regard to the respondents’. years of experience in goat and. sheep productlon (Table 1); shghtly more. (36 53
%) of the respondents had been involved in goat and sheep production for 1 - 5 years followed by those of 6 —10
ears ‘experience (35.33 %). It was observed that despite the years. ‘of experience, the average flock size was small
'able 1) Most of the farmers had 2 4 and'5-8 sheep and goa "'pectlvely per household. Data obtamed from

RESULTS AND DIS CUSSION

ds msuﬂimency for mvestment in the hvestock
-et-al. (1992) made a similar, observatlon that the
"major constramts to the farmers propagatmg forage' rops: were avarlabrhty of land and cap1ta1 (investable funds)

, grazmg and space for rarsmg ammals Lack of mcentlves ﬁ'om government to small scale srna.ll rummant farmers
' 1S00S: these farmers do not: have enough-ﬁmds to invest m livestock ralsmcr enterpnse i

e 'respon ents were "busmessrnen and crop farmers Who used fa.tmly labour to take care ‘of their

‘Most .. of

oats Results show that 66 67 % SRO’S pracnced cut-

 to roam freely andlfend for themselves Household k1tchen Wastes were also glven to stock as supplements These
cluded: cassava, ‘yam, potato plantaln -and banana: peels Telfama 'vines, unwanted cooked food, orange and
; other fruit peels and: pulps; maize and cassava srevates “efc: The small number of SRO’s operatmg free range
'system of feedmg wasasa result of reduced farmmg acnvrty in the areas (Uyo urban). Reason for hrgh number of
’those pracucmg cut—and—carry system of feedmg in’ many commumues was predlcated on: the communal

. palatable than grasses (Ifut, 1987 Onwuka et al 1992) Browses were the most used (73 08 %) whrle leorumes _
- were the least (9 61 %) probably due to seasonal avarlabrhty ; : :

: CON CLUSION

,'The producuon of sheep,.and-"'g’oats in the State is low and they depend on. forages and crop residues ﬁ'om therr

. immediate environment. Grasses, legumes and browses: were fed to small ruminants accordmg to seasonal

. availability. However; the low number of animals/farmer/household was as a result of feeding jroblem; lack of
. space and lack of investable fund. Despite: these; Akwa Ibom State still has consrderable unexplorted potentlal in -
. forage resources for SR production, seasonal ﬂuctuatlons notwrthstandmg
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"I'lus 1s in agreement Wlth Humnhrev (1987) who observed that man’s actwrtv to prov1de hlmself wni;l fuel and

’hvestock. More busmessmen (37 107 %) than full t1me farmers (30 50_ %) and c1v11 servants (9 OO %) enga,ced in -
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Table 1: Charactensucs and pracuocs of goat and sheep Table 2: Common feeds and feedmg smﬂ"s
Uyo and Itu LGAs of Akwa Ibom state, N1gena :

farmers in Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria

R&spondentsacuvmaslpmcuces ol ke o R il -C_:lass . Botamcalname
Parameters . .. Frequency - Percentage Browses “Aspzzuz africana
1 Stock ownersh1p‘ Goat only 226. 67.67 :
.o, . Sheeponly - 30 - 898 : ,
Goat & Sheep 78 © 2335 Dacryodes edulis
e } Total .334° - 10000 Gmelina arborea .
2, Averageﬂocksxzelhousehold & B L RSETEET ‘
Goats: 2-4 - - 168 7 0B S . Hippocrates african
§5-8 .0 0 s 110 .. .- 3293 ' "La_ste_nthera‘a_ﬁ'za_mum.'
s b _'I'_Ota} S 334 10000 - i M;;,-'rbdesmispub‘emld
; e 190 - . 56 88 . A 'All hyl afn o
5 e : B gesd : s canu.s- ' ;
; 124 -3713 e sy
BEY ) Actoa baﬂen
20 599+ :
i . 00 i e Havea brasthenszs
< 100.00 £
BT E I -Baphmpp
- 170. 50.90 : Glyphaea brevz.s‘ ;s
C 108 3234
w g en 16.76 Landalphzadula
© 334 E '10000 Grasses Axanapus compres.rus N
X 22 '3653
: , 118 3553
- 60 1 17.96
16-20 20 599 N I
20 and above 14 419 5 Pennisetum purpureumn
YA Towll T 334. 100.00 Legumes  Cajanus cajan *
- ot 5. Occupatmn Fulltime farmers 102 30.54
* Chviladpvanis 30 8.98 Cenrrasemapubescens
Businessmen 124 3713 Glmcxdmsepmm e
Others 78 - 2835 " Leucaena [eucocephala
- Total 334 - 100.00 :
6. Method of feeding: Cut and cafry - 223 66.67 Crop 'D'm"m-w Yam.
. ‘Grazing "1l 3333 residucs - e = :
o Toul 334 100.00 : 1_”_“"‘7'0""”'"”_”"1‘ . Iwa -
7 Source of feeding: - : L g s - Musa = sapientun  var. Plantain
Uncultivated plot/bushes 190 - 56.89 . paradisiaca )
Roadside/School field - 98 29.34 Zea mays . -Maize
Crop residues 46 1377 - -
Total ‘ 100.00

8. Type of feeding/season .

" Dry: Grasses |

. Browses .
Legumes
Total

78

334

7100.00
19.80
5690
2930
.,10000

: 1e3~Proporﬂou0fgmsseslcgumesandbrews&smfcedmgsmffs )

“Fre . Percentage (%)
38 73.08
% 1731

-5 ' 9.61

52. 100
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