Contemporary Issues.in. Governance dnd Administration

) International Terrorism

L3

hy

1 * Mandq%h L Bdsbey Ph.D
])cpartmam of Political Science and Public Administration
Umvei sn‘y of Uyo, Uyo, Akwa Ihom State, N:germ

.

“'-;‘m*r..v- e ‘ it ey
1. Introduction
f The present day international system has come to become more unified
. with evidence of inter¢onnection everywhere. Commerce and technology have
*brought the planet together in ways previously unimaginable. The internct has
~penetrated into remote corners of the planet, and new discoveries in digital and
~optical tuchnolo;,y pow seem to drive human beings even closer togethor.
~Advances in communication, tr ansportation and weaponry by nations now give
room  for unavoidable avenue _ for terrorist exploitation. Thus, while
1 mtcmdnonal relations scek to unify states by way of blmgmg them together as a
unificd whole, terrorism on the other hdnd is at odds with civilization warch
toward globalization. Tt aims at bmakmg, the international systcm dp(nl nto
“smaller ‘autonomous units. B:ﬁm (199?) captures . this phulonmlon \rlvuﬂv
_when he notes that the planet is falling - procipitately apart and coming
- reluctantly logethcn at the Very same moment. This division he labels as Jihad
~which means the internal struggle against evil or the external st igle agmnqt‘.
the puccwcd enemies of Islam. Rourke (2008) observes that the global changis
that have given move lo a rapid increase in the number of international
nongovernmental organizations have also expanded the number of transnational
terrorist groups that are organized and operate internationally and that commﬂ
transnational terrorism. More so, modern technology has increased the power of
weapons available (o terrorisis. Explosives have become more deadly with an
increasing danger of terrorists obtaining the material and means to launch a
biological, chemical or radiological attack. Again, increased urbanization has
blou;,hl people together so that they are easier targets, cspecially when amhc:u,d
~'in’ such high profile places as skyscrapers, sports stadium, marke f plac
“clmlchcs. mosques, elc. e
~ Similarly, modern communication has also affected the international
jsystém adverscly and made terrorism more efficacious as terrorists use tie
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modmn -day advancement in technology to create pressure on govunmenl% to
negotiate with terrorists and accede 1o their every demand. Terrorism now
alfects the international system negalively as teru orist groups now destroy lives
and.property of cnl?cm within and across national boundaries. It is against this
backglound that this ch*tpten secks to explore the concept of terrorism and its
impact on the international system. B e

2. Whatis Terrorism?

' Terrorism is difficult to define. In other words, there is 1o commonly
accepted delinition .of the concept. Terrorism is tied to human behavior. Thus
for Grisct (2008), human behavior has always been hard to predict, control and
comprehend. Relatively rare behavior like terrorism is even harder
understand. This is so because the adversarial and political postures unhuddud ’
in the practice of terrorism make it unlikely that a universally Mg«%mpt;d

~definition or a widely shared strategy for controlling it will soon emerge.
Terrorism is an ldmluglcal and political conu::pi (Griset; 2008:3). The meaning
given to the concept is part of a person’s or nalion’s philosophy. Thus, the
determination of the right definition of terrorism is subjective and not likely to
be reached by consensus. Therefore, if you disagree with my position, you are a
terrorist; if you agree-with my pOblthll you are not a terrorist (Cooper, 2001).
Yet the cliché that “onc man’s terrorist: is another man’s frecedom fighter”
pmvndcs little help in achieving definitional precision. Repressive regimes call
those who struggle against them teirorist, but those who commit violence to
topple those same regimes call themselves freedom fighters (Hoffiman, 2()()6)
T.et us now look at a few of these definitions: for Lacqueur (2001: i‘)) terrorism
is “the use of covert violenee by a group for political ends., Hoffman (2006:41)
deimcs the concept as the “deliberate creation and exploitation of fear through
violence or lhleat of violence in the pursuit of political changce™. For Stern
(2003 Xx), it 18 “an act or threat of violence against noncombatants with lhe
objectives of exacting revenge, intimidation or otherwise lnﬂmncmg
audience™. ~
| Some definitions. specifically include religious  motivations, othus _'
“include hate, millenarian and apocalyptic- groups. Nol everyone agrees that
“people who employ terrorist tactics on behalf of animals or the environment are
‘terrorist. Several definitions refer only to nonstate actors, whereas others
mcludc state sponsored terrorism (Mahan and Griset, 2008). Kydd and Walter
(In -Minst and Snyder, 2011:394) define terrorism “as the use of violence
against civilians by nonstate actors to attain political goal, Rouke (200:316)
while recognizing the lack of conscious in the definition of lenomm defines
the concept as:

Violence carried out by individuals,

nongovernmental organizations, or  covert

government agents or units; that specifically
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e target civilians; uses clandestine attack methods
such as car bombs and hijacked airliners and

Fob ~attempt to influence politics.

“This definition stresses that terrorism focuses on harming some people
in oldet to create fear in others by targeting civilians and lacilities or systems,
such as transportation on which civilians rely. The objective of terrorist is not

- just killing and wounding people and destroying physical material. Instead the
lrue target is the emotions of those who see or read about the act of vmlmw
“and become afraid or dominated, (Rouke, 2008: 316).

On his patt, de Mesquita (2003), defines it as any act of vmlomc

“undertaken for the purpose of altering government’s political policics or acts
(hat target those who do not actually have the personal authority to alter or
entrics governmental authorities. :
By this-definition, it is evident that terrorism encompasses all violent acts that
are not motivated by the injury the specific individuals actually victimized by
the act but rather are d(‘.’%]}.,ﬂkd o influence the behavior of others, particularly
-policymakers. ‘

Collapsing all the dcﬂnitions into onc whole, we adopt. Cooper’s
“definition as “the international generation of massive fear by human beings for
the purpose of sectiing or maintaining control over other human beings
(Cooper 2001:883). For the purpose of this chapter, we adopt Cooper’s
definition as our working definition although like him, we recognize that no
“single definition will ever be satisfactory to everyone.

3. History of Terrorism '
: Terrorism dates back to history. The Jewish Zealots ol the first ecntury,
calso known ag the Sicarii, constituted one of the earlicst large sc ale tcnuml
orpanizations. Their goal was to prevent Roman rule over Judaea (now Isracl).
They died for their cfforts in a mass suicide at Masada in 20AD but not belore
they had incited an insurrection of the populace against the roman occupation of
Judaea. This was followed by Gunpowder plot by Guy Iawkes in Great Britain
in the 17" century. Although the Gunpowder or Papacy plot was foiled, Fawkes:
and his associates justified their actions in terrs of religion (Griset 2008:30). 1t
was termed the “holy tetror™
/ Religious molives are often cited as a justification for much of
contemporary terrorisim, Many terrorist groups of today such as Algaeda,
Taliban, 1S1S, Alshabab, etc. all draw their motives from religion. For example
Doran (2002) argues that Osama bin Laden’s primary motive on 9/11 terrorist
attacks was to overlhrow the pro-US governments of some Arab and Muslim
nations, including Saudi Arabia, Lgypt and Pakistan. Religious and political
motivations are often difficult to separate.

The 18" century challenged the divine rights of kings, arguing agmnst a

socicty of privilege and in favour of a political system that recognized the
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'eqlmhty of men. lenon‘;ls of the 18" and 19" centuries fought against a xy%lum
that conferred amazing riches on a few and subjected all others to- hard work

and deprivation. Thys; not only have hereditary rulers and their representatives

bccn targeted lor assassination by terrorists who reject the existing governments

but in addition revolutionary governments have themsclves  turned on their
citizens, launching terrorist attacks of breath-taking cruelty and sldughlcung‘

untold members of civilians. [t was through the state sponsored terrorism that in
July 14, 1789, a French mob attacked the Bastille prison in Paris, massacring
the soldiers stationed there. The rioters later walked through the streets.carrying
the heads of the prison commandant and several of the guards on pike. The mob

_was supported by a group of radical revolutionaries, who soon gained control of

the government. I October of the same year, the radicals forced king Louis
XVI and the Royal family to move from Versailles to Patis; later the: king

unsuceessfully tried to flee. He ultimately was tried by the leOlllUUlldly court

and in January 21, 1793, was exccuted. (Mahan and Griset, 2008: 48).
Like modern terrovists, the French vevolutionaries took 'ldvcmlagc of

technological advances. Joseph Guillotine’s invention of a new execution

technology served in no little measure as it was a perfeet fit for Franee's

ruthless state sponsored terrorism. This was followed by the. White terror with

victims of the reign of terror attacking the former terrorists. The Russian
teérrorist group known as the Narodnaya Volya which existed from 1878 to 1881

was also another terrorist group in the history of terrorism. The group, a sccret
society of about 500 members targeted only lngh profile officials. This group

“was different from the state-sponsored terrorists in the French revolution who

ynled and killed thousands of their countrymen. As reported by Lacqueur, if ten
 fifteen pillars of the establishment were killed at the same #ime, the
govmmmnt would pamc, and would lose its freedom. At the same time, the

miasses would wake up”. Thus, the Noradnaya Volya counted on the toppling ol

Lsar’s mglme as a result of their assassinations. This method of terrorism came
in the wake of the land distribution which was at the heart of the str uggle in

Russia in 1861, Tsar Alexander II abolished serfdom and lifted strict controls
over freedom of speech and assembly. These progressive actions. werc
- influenced by the ideas of the Europcan'Enlightenment, but they proved to- bL -

tsar’s undoing and led eventually to his assassination, (Lacqueur, 1977:34).
Part of the history of terrorism could be discovered:from the adophon o!'
mtaomlmm, and the desire for independence from colonial tulers were at the

heart of the social, economie, political and religious struggles as in India. India

under British rule since 1857 adopted isolated instances of terrorism [rom the
beginning of British colonialism. This massive nonviolent resistance to colonial
rule led the British to withdraw from India in 1947 and India became
mdependu\t Also, Algeria through its National Liberation Front (FLN)
attacked the French colonial rule by attacking military installations, poh(,e
mslallauonb and public utilities in 1954. This was inspired by lmnt/ FFanon’s
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V'WlLlG]wd of the han th. Other countries which also achicved l,hen freedom
“through terrorism took their inspitation from the writings ol Germany’s, Karl
- Marx, Russia’s Vladimir Lenin and China’s-Mao Zedong. These writ ings were
- uu(,fully studied by [idel C astro who launched the Cuban Revolution of 1959,

_ - Although many argue. that terrorism has increased as technology has
::,:f_advam,ed the faclt remains that.terrorists have always had. weapons.

~transportation, and communication — no matter how rudimentary. Thus, {rom

~the sword of the Zealots Sicarii to the dagger of the. Assassing to silk scarf
‘-,‘:~,1008b of the lhu&s terrorists have used whatever technology was available o
- them: Contributing in this dircction, Rapoport, (1984:659), argucs that “the
“eritical variable cannot be technology; rather the purpose and organizations of
,"',:pcullculan groups and ‘the vulnerabilities of particular socielies to them are
~ decisive. factors”. That way, understanding the culture, mhgion politics,

”-‘Lwnomlm and ideology ol a country and its people is Lhc, best wa} Lo
cmnpnchund lhe phenomena-of terrorism. :

o A lerrorlsm aronnd the Globe
list published by the ZTerrorism Research Centre (’()()()) an
~ mdcpuncluwt institute dedicated to research on Terrorism, includes 423 active
forcign and domestic terrorist groups, Similarly, the terrorist Knowledge Basc
- maintained by the Memorial Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism (MIPT)
‘ lists more than 200 foreign and domestic terrorist organizations, (Mahan and
~Griset, 2011). Precise counts are difficult in parl because terrorist organizations
b"'.splmlm nto bubg,loup% and others disband and rcassemble with new names.
“Also, the waves in which terrorist events are counted depend on the definition
' 1apphud to the counting. Being labeled as a terrorist organization carries political
repercussions. The legal and fiscal conscquences of being designated as Foreign
Terrorist ()1gam/dllon FTOY are severe. It is generally known that it is a crime
o donate money or otherwise assist an FTO, even if the funds ate to be used for
charitable purposcs. Seme FTOs have used charitable donations (o provide
“sorely néeded basic social services such as hospitals and schools. This accourils
~for the reason why some countries mcluchng, the United States have prohibited
*their citizens from conmbulmgp to thcu or ganmauom Awmdmg to Mahcm cmd
| ,.(msr.,t (20]] :86); ‘ -7,
‘ US citizens are pmh:hlled from contributing to
their organizations on the premise that Jc,ccxvmg
charitable donations makes it easier for the
- groups to réeruit supporters. In addition, members
of I'TOs are denied visas and barred [rom the
United States. Financial Institutions are requited
to block-any finds intended for ['10s.
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~Notwithstanding, the United States® sceretary of state’s list for both

Foreign Terrorist ()lg,ﬂlllz’dll()n‘) (FT0Os) and other Terrorist (noupx (() [Gs), are

as follows: v : - *
/ Europe . '
(a) The Basque Fatherland and Liberty (ETA) group {oundc«;i m 1959

(b)

(c)

?‘.

PN

(b)

(€)

()

whose aim is to crcate an independent homeland based on Marxist
principles in the Basque region of Southern Spain and Southwestern
I'rance.

The Trish Revolutionary Army (IRA) formed in 1969 the /1\/1 has been
the terrorist wing Sinn [ein, the Northern Ireland political organization
(rying to unite Ircland and expels British forces. In 1999, for the first
time, the /RA was recognized as O7TG, not as 70O because of its
willingness to enforce a ceasefire and participate in the peace pz 0Cess i
Northern Ireland. i "
Kongra-Gel, established in 1974 (formally called the l&mdnlan workers

party or PKK), made up primarily of Kurdish Kurds. The goal of this

group is to c¢reate an independent Kurdish State in South Lastern
Turkey. Its leader, Chairman Abdullah Ocalan was captured in 1999 and
sentenced to death, the death sentence was later commuled to life
imprisonment when Turkey abolished the death penalty. Although
Ocalan ordered his members to0 lay down their arms and stop their
terrorist activity, attacks have continued against targets in the Imkvs
government and mdmaly citizens,
Sonth America 4

'The Revolutionary Armed Forces of Columbia (FARC). Thn group was
established in 1964 as the military wing of the Columbian Communist
Party responsible for atrocities claiming untold numbers of innocent
victims. With membership strength of about 12,000, its membership
strength is drawn from the rural regions of the country.

The National Liberation Army (ELN), established in 1965 in Columbix
engages in widespread lmnappmg for ransom, often targeting foreign
companics especially in the petr oleum industry. By wagmg an insurgent
was against the Columbian government, ELN has damaged oil
pipelines, electrical nctworks and other vital parts of Columbia’s
mfrastructure.
Perw’s Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA) founded n

1983 as a Marxist inspired organization is known for its infamous 1996

assault on the Japanese ambassador’s residence o Lima, where 72
hostages werc held for more than 4months. It is however being
classificd by the State Department as an O1Cs.,

Sendero Luminoso, also known as shining path was founded in the late
1960s by Abimad Guzman, a University Professor. The organization is
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- —Tzatin American terrorist group based on Marxist ideology. As one of the

S

~ as a rcligious organization in 1987 and granted official recognition in

. (d)

: (b) 2 :

- ruthless terrorist organizations in the western hemisphere, the Shinning

Path is bclu,vu;l to be lesponmble for reughly 30,000 deaths.

’ I' (ISI' Asia and. Pm l/lC Islands

Aum Shintikyo (AUM), founded in 1989 by Shinko /\sahal a established

1989.The group became a doomsday cult organization by releasing sarin

‘_‘.11uvc gas on several Tokyo railway trains in 1995, killing 12 and
o Injuring thousands. The founder Shoko Asahara was convicted -of
‘masterminding the nerve gas attack and sentenced to death: The gmup

subsequently reassembled under the name Aleph.
The Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) is a radical Islamic terrorist organixati(,m

- which allegedly fought in Afghanistan during the Soviet invasion in the

1980s. The group’s goal is to form an independent Islamic state in the
southern Philippines. It received considerable notoncty for kidnapping,
and murdering Western tourists. _
Jemaah Islamiya (JT) is based in Indonesia and \eelxb to form an ) Islamic
republic spanning Indonesia, Malaysia, Southern Thailand, Singaporc,

~ Brunei and -thé southern Philippines. The group is believed to be
responsible for the 2002 bombing in the Indoncsian Island of Bali,
~which killed more than 200 people many of whom were foreign

terrorists. ‘The group’s spiritual leader, Abu Bakar Bashir was sentenced
to prison [or his role in the Bali bombing but was realized in 2005.
The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eélam (ITTE) was founded in 1976, The

- group engages in assassination and bombings to promote its goal for
- creating an independent Tamil state in Sri Lanka. Qutside Sri Lanka, the
~.group.is known for the suicide bomb attack that killed Indian Prime

Minister Jajiv Ghandi in 1991. Till today, the tigers are still considercd a
powu lul %cc.suomst group.

Middle 1' ast and North Africa
The Algaeda meaning the *Base’ an organization k‘d by the late Osama
bin Laden, is an FTO. The aim of the organization is to unite Muslims

throughout the world to overthrow Pro-US regimes and destroy Israel.

Alqdedd dlmS at mtahlmlun,g, a pan-Islamic republic throughout the
world. - %

Abu Ntcla/ Organization (ANO), a splinter group (rom the Pdlcshnc
Liberation Organization (PLO) was established in 1974 and launched an
international  campaign for terrorism,. carrying oul attacks on 20

“countries against the United States, Britain, Tsrael and various /\mh
- counlries, '
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(©)y —Hammas (Islamic Resn.sl*uwc Movement) was formed in 1989. Hannmq_
~ o is-dedicated to expelling Tsrael from the Middle Hast. The group has
- widespread support among Palestinians,_- ,

(&) Hizbollah also referred to as Party of (Jﬂd or Tslamic Jihad was formed
in 1982 in response to the Israel invasion of Lebanon. Hizbollah is

believed to be responsible for the bombings of the 4JS embassy and. US
‘marine barracks in Beirut in+1983, as well as for the kldnappmg of
Western hmlagus in Lebanon in the 1980s.

5. Weapons and Tactics nl Terrorism

Notwﬂhqtandlng, modern terrorism has advanced with the advancement

in science and technology. Enders and Savders (2005) observe that there are
new, more terrible threats— radiological terrorism, and nuclear, biological and

chemijcal (NBC) terrorism. Terrorists now attack with mdmlog:,lml 1:1@!0g;1ml,
or chemical weapons using “ships, trucks, airplanes or other means™ than by
weapons of mass destr uction from another country using its military. missiles or

- This involves thic use of bombs, guns and other convcntloncﬂ weapons.

As rcpmlcd by Rourke (2008:319).

During 2006, for example, bombs were used in

59% of the terrorist attacks, and firearms were

used in another 19%. Kidnapping (17%) were

also common, with a-+few cases of arson, .
hijackings, and assassinations. Even the attacks .
on the World Trade Centre and Pentagon in 2001,

as horrific as they were, would fall under the
category of “conventional  weapons  terrorist
attacks.

7 lewlogual Terrorisni

This involves spewing radioactivity into the sunoundmg air and water

which would result in increased levels of radiation causing futurc cancers.

pregnancy complic ations, and othcr medical risks. It ‘is also potential for
cconomic damage, since a radiological attack could render parts-of a city or an

, 1mp01tant fduhty unsafe, perhaps for years (Rourke, 2008).

ii.  Ch emic al and Blologlml Terrorism
" This weapon of terrorism came to the limelight dHLI 11u, 9/ 11 attacks.
This is the spreading of anthrax that would leave millions dead.
Similarly, terrorist tactics across the globe include, children at war,

assassination, ‘hijacking, kidnapping and hostage taking, bombing, suicide

281



C anfeniporar;y ]ssmf.s in Governance and Administration
: téffbumn mdudmgﬁ female suicide bombers, etc. These ldbllC'% will bg discussed
- scuatlm :
L6 Clul(hcn at War i :
" Records show that at the beginning of the 21" cumuy, an Lstmmlul_
-T'-SO0,000: childien, some as young as 7 years old, are being used as combatants,
- sometimes after being kidnapped. They are exploited by both cstablished
- governments and rebel movements in scores of armed conflicts around the
world, such children are trained in violent tactics (Human Rights Watch; 2000).
" Young combatants ‘participate in all aspects ol contemporary political strife.
; leu,y wicld AK 47s and M-16s-on the front lines of political strifc, serve as

h‘uman mine detectors, participate in suicide missions, carry supplies and act as

© gpies, or lookouts. Physically vulnerable and intimidate, they make obedicnt
—;s()ld]cn They are scattered across the globe-in Afghanistan, Angola, (ongo
" Cuba, Fritica, Rwanda, Iraq, Tran, %maha Ugancla cte. '

i ASS(w.s'ilmtim*:s )

Assassinaticns have always been a basic tactic of terrorists. It involves
- taking_ the lives of public figures who they christen as their enemy in order to
achieve their obmctlve Many public officials including Isracli Prime Minister

""Yltzhak Rabin have been killed through this tactic. As a tactic of wat, a single
~ strategic fatality can have an impact that makes an assassination a cmnpcllmg

5 cﬂh’(iibc fm- a Stl‘ikC\ against an enemy (Mahan and Griset, 2008)..

NI Hyuckmg '

N This iivolves taking over a vehicle on the public thoroughfare and

turning it into a lerrorist weapon. It includes car theft at knife point or gun point

as well as terrorists’ target of autos, buses, trains, ships, military vehicles.

v aircrafts -or cven spaccudlt depending on their tcchmcai resources dnd

dcve!opment ‘ ,

v  Kidnapping and Hostage taking v !
Kidnapping and hostage taking involve scizing, detaining or threatening
‘to kill or injure someone. The victim is held to compel a third party to act or
“abstain from acting as a condition for the releasc of the scized person. This
~actic has continued unabated and remains a common known tactic of terrorism
across the globe. In kidnapping, terrorists confine their victims in seceret
locations and make ransom demands, threatening to kill if these demands are
ot met. Hostage takers openly confront (he police or military. in known
‘,,,localmm with thc objective often bung to make demands with full mcdm
vauagb : e :

v Bombing T : i

2
o
§]
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This is the detonation of deadly explosives. Lxplosives are meclucd
as convcntlondl {ools of warfare. The history of terrorist bombing begins with
| dymmltc black powdel and Molofov cocklails, The objectives of bombing

“remain the same regardless of the technology employed to a blow up a notable
target-and. gain atlention for a cause, slow down the opposition, get rid of
_ pohllcal adversaries and destroy property. Some bombings intend to achieve all
tlmc goalq Whel th others are meant Slmply o gain attcntlon

Vi Smc:rle lerlm'mn 7
o This has become a serious lacfucal concern in lldnsnfumnal tervor. This
isa process in which:the pcnpctlatom intend to take numbers of other innocent
“victims with them in death. It is scen as a form of martyrdom. Aomldmg to

Mdh@m.;mc | Griset (2008:142); .

' In “most religious traditions, martyrdom is
reparded not only as atestimony to the degrec of
one’s commitment but also as a performance of a
‘ religious act, specifically as act of self sacrifice. :
However, suicide bombing has its root in sccular ideologies as well.
Many suicide bombers ol contemporary terrorist attacks are females. Female
“suicide terrorists are said to be the ultimate asymmetrical weapons (Zedalis,
'2004) There is often more shock value if the suicide bomber is a woman thus
atfracting aliention and precipitating widespread fear. Women provide a tactical

. advantagc as they significantly increase the number of combdtdnls availablc to a
tenm Ist group. - _ ‘ . '

LI PR 'Strutcgics of Terrorism o # oy
St Minstand Snyder (2011) provides five principal strategies in terronsl
‘campaigns. These include attrition, intimidation, provocation, spoiling and
“outbidding. In attrition sualugy, terrorists seek (o persuade the enemy that the
terrotists are strong enough Lo imposc considerable costs if the enemy continues
‘3 particular policy. Intimidation is a strategy of trying to convince the
~ population that the terrorists are strong enough to punish disobedience and that
- the government is too weak to stop them, so that people behave as-the terrorists
wish. vaocatmn strategy attempts Lo induce the encmy to 1(‘bpmld (o tulousm
~with indiscriminate wviolence, which radicalizes the population and moves theni
to-support the terrorists. Spoilers strategy is an effort to persuade the enemy that
modcrates ‘on ‘the terrorists side are weak an untrustworthy, t thus undermining
altempts to reach a peace settlement.- Groups engaged «in outbidding. use
violence to convince the public that the terrorists have greater resolve to fight
the enemy than rival groups and therefore are worthy of support.

8.  The Goals of Terrorism
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Ahhough the ullimate goals of terrorists have vanul over time, Mmsl_
and Snyclm (2008) have identified five enduring important goals of terrorism.
- These wiclude; 1cg1mc change, territorial change, policy change, social control
~and status quo maintenance. Let’s take a look at them one after the other;
R Reglmc Change: in most cases, terrorist objective is to overthrow a
2. government and replace it with the government led by the terrorists or at
- least one more to their liking. The Taliban in Alghanistan, the Algaeda,
_ . Alshabalo, ctc. fit into this’ Cdtcgmy as terrorist groups whose basic
. objective is to establish Islamic states in the Middle T ast.
£ i, Territorial Change: This involves taking territory away 'l"rom_n. state
o either to establish a new state as the Tamil Tigers seek to do in Tamil
arcas of Sri Lanka or join another state as Lashkar-e Idyylba would like
- to.do by incorporating India Kashmir into Pakistan,

i ~Palicy Change: This is a broader category of lesscr dcmanch sud; as
o alqaeda’s demand that the United States drops its support for Tsrael.
“iv. - Status quo maintenance: This is the support of an existing regime or a

- territorial arrangement against political groups that seck to change it An-
- example of this is the protestant paramilitary groups in Northern Treland
. which support. the maintenance of the (erritorial status quo - of - thiat
~coun(ry as British territory as agaumt the Trish Republican Army (IRA)
demands that the territory be translerred to Ireland, (Minst and Sn)du
2011: 394) ' -

9. Causes of lCl rovism .
; - Terrorism has lony existed even thou;bh it came to the front busner of
‘-‘lntu ndtlondl agenda v the wake of September 11 2001 attacks on the United

. States of America. 1 Understanding its causes is vital to mmbatmg it. That being

-~ the case, it is instructive to argue that political violence. is in part a product of
uncqml g!uhal (hslubuuon of wealth. According to Rourke (2008:321),
. Globalization has: brought the wealth
‘gap into  sharper focus and has also
created a sense of cultural dislocation with
its impact, .. comlcction between povcrly
: and violence.
, lh(, swond factor is the overwhelming view among Musllms thal the
:Umtcd States favours Israel. This factor points to the presence of U.S. forces in
. the Middle East, particularly U.S. support to authoritarian regimes in Saudi
“Arabic and-clsewhere. This accounts for the psychological drives ol terrorists
1 bmwmgD »themselves to picces attacking Israclis and others,
Terrorism is usvally not the irrational acts of crased dﬂd[l(,b At s
: usually carried out by those who consider it a nccessary, k,gltmmtt, and
_cffective (ool to rid themselves and others of what they consider as oppression,
- ll 15 seen as the only way for an oppressed group o prevail. agalml a hwvﬂv
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~armed govunmcnt (Routkt, 2008:322). Modern conditions mdkc imoml
‘ opemtmm powblc Technology has increased the power of weapons available
Lo lerrorists. prlosg_vcs have become more deadly, huge airliners can be made
into piloted missiles, and there is an increasing danger of terrorists obtaining the
material and means to launch biological, chemical or radiological attack. Again,
_mcmfwcd urbanization- bas bmught people together so that they are casicr
targets, cspecially when gathered in such high profile places as skyscrapers,
sports stadium, churches, mosques, market places, cte. Another major cause of
terrorism is modern  communications which have made terrorism more
efficacious because the goal of the terrorist is not to kill or injure, but to gain
Caltention for a cause or to creale widespread anxiety that will in turn, create
pressure on governments to negotiate with them and accede to their demand.
Without the media“to transmil the news of their act, 1hcn goal will-not be
au,ou;;ph shed. . W ot B

10, Combating Terrorism
A major concern about terrorism llCS on how to combat it. Countering
terrorism does not ‘only require military action alone, it consists mostly in
understanding the root causes behind terrorism. This is so because many ol the
most spectacular tercorist incidents, especially those involving Americans and
[sraelis, have been carried out by Palestinians or groups sympathetic to the
salestinians. Therefore providing Palestinians with some relief from their
"cuucntly stateless condition might well deprive terrorist organizations of an
“important source of volunteers for their plans and projects. ‘
~ Conventional military attacks against statcs that support tunomm such
as the one that was staged by the United States against Libya in 1986 can
L aggravate the ca%mlty rate. US bombs in Libya killed innocent civilians.
“According to Wilkinson (1984:44) “such attacks would substitute the greater
evil of full scale war, with all its attendant death devastation ancl (I'mpms of
escalation, for the lesser evil of terrorism”.
Poverty and injustice contribute to terrorism as a result, counter lerrorism
mcawu,b should include attempts to improve living conditions in. less

- prosperous countries. Providing disadvdntaged people with cmploymcnt and

othm opporiunives lm a better life can help to deter some pmcntlal terrorists,

Since no international criminal code, international police foree capable- of
mmbatmg terrorisin, or international court with jurisdiction over-acts of
teriorism - exists, the United Nations should engage more in collaborative
counterterrorism activitics primarily by passing ldws against terrorism . and
entering into- u)upualnw agreements with one another. Similarly, the UN
“should intensify efforts in the maintenance of international peace, security,
promoting human rights and helping member states resolve political, cultural
and economic pr ob]emq Developed countrics of the world especially the United
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~Staics should curtail their military exercisc overscas. In this regard, Grisel
(2008:324) wriles;

. 4 .

The United States is partially responsible for the
heightened terrorist - threat  the  world
faces. . historical data show a strong correlation
between US involvement in  international
situations and an increase in terrorist atlacks

against the United States... Tt is nol American

pop culture, depravity, or matcrialism that

provokes  terrorism, instead it is America’s

‘exercise of military might overseas.

Adoptlng a policy of mllltaly restraint rather than mlc.,rvc,nll()mxl forei on

policy by the major powers of the world will help in no little way in mdumw
the menace of terrorist attacks.
‘ ~Torture and sadistic treatment of prisoners around the world like the US
"ru'n prison in Iraq, the US detention facility at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba where
* prisoners are housed for prolonged periods without access to lawyers, without
~formal changes and with fow human rights are horrifying. Such inhuman

“treatment - coupled " with excessive force, civil disability and the loss of

internationally guaranteed rights, and indefinite detention are central means by

- which the wars on both terror and crime breed and are executed.

1. Conclusion
~In this chapter, we discussed nuundllmml lcuou%m and the extent to
_ which it has affected the peaceful coexistence of states. We dmcovuod that
while international ‘relations was trying to unify states with one another,
71u|01151n on its part is learing the international ﬁyslun apart. Terrorist now dle!
~themselves of the bountiful and rapid increase in weapons and explosive
d(‘wc,cs to launch dcaclly altacks on governments and their innocent citizens.
Accordingly, the chapter discussed the definition of terrorism, history of
terrorism and took 4 g]ll]lpbc at terrorism and terrorist ai[a_(,l\.s around the globe.
Other areas ol concern and discussion in this chapter included weapons and
tactics of terrorism, strategics of terrorism, goals of terrorisin, causes of
terrorism and lastly Wayc; of combating terrorism. The chapter is of the opinion
that countering or wombatmg_,, terrorism does not only rely on military actions
alone, but requires and consists mostly in understanding the root causes behind
lerrorism. Accordingly, counter terrorism measures should include attempts to
~improve the living condition in less prosperous countries, adopting a policy a
~military restraint rather than interventionist foreign policy by (he M;Um Powers
abroad and reduction of inhuman treatinent meltled on prisoners.in US detention
laulmcs in Guatanamo Bay in Cuba and US run prison in. Imq amonyg, others.
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