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Ahbstract
Towards the end of the 20° century and now, youths unsmployment heve bacame alammingly high owing fo
increase [n the number that graduate fram differant lsvels of education who e unskied o mast the chaflenges
of the nav warld aconomic trend. Before mow, many youihs were iotally depanding on povemment for jobs,
Today the trend has drastically chenged. The dependen! on govammant for emplayment is the product of
* Eurg-centric educstion the country imbibed from the colorial masters Then very [8tle was done fo encourags
fechnicaivecational educetion. Technizathocational edusation propels emoloyment crealion st bolh the formel
and informal sectors of the aconomy: How, because of lack of empisymant, guile & large nunbarars becoming
violenl, miitant; some havs takan to armed robbery, Mdnapping, pipatine vandalism, rapists, seg pirales
among others. These have creeted insecudily tn Nigera aned by axtension dampansd the crowth of the econamy:
The emerging economies such as ours need stabilizalion to be able fo key in the naw world scomomic order
that iz orbiting through knowladge economy and by exfension industnslization and creafian of markets. The
papear is advocaling for the estatiishment and equioping of & isast thres fschnicalvocational schools: at
least hwo comprehensive schools perfocal govermmeant area in Nigenis. Parents and youlths should be sansilized
on the nead fo attend technicalvocational schools through counseling and other enlighianmant strategies
The Fadarsl Government showd Infroduce social securily in Nigeria

Intreduction

Youths empowerment Is ane of the buzz words often use in different fora when issues of insecurity,
vinlence are discussed, However, Nigeria is the secand largest economy next to Republic of South Africa in
Alrica. She has about 150 million people with youths constituting about 51 percent. It is not enough to say
that 51 percent of Nigerian population are made up of youthe, It would ba partinent or worthwhile to say what
I= the quality of the youths population? Or how healthy is the population and what |s the impact on demacralic
govarmance, econamy of by extension productivity ? And because the youths population is idle, unhealthy, it
explaing the low productivity, violence, armed robbery, kidnagping, pipeline vandaSsm, which inturn hag negative
effect on the growth of the Nigerian ecanomy &s an emerging nation. There are questions bagging for answers
| inthisdiscussion. These are, why are Nigerian youths vialent, engages in armed robbery, kidnapping, pipeline
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vandalism and bacaming g2a piralas among othars? The answer |izs on fhe fact that they are idiz gne
unemployed, They need to survive just like others In the sockaty. Why are they idie in spils of the fac! that
some are gradustes fram different levals of education? Many of these youthe are educated but they lack
necessany skifls of this age to fit in the changing phazes of the new warld econamy, And Nigsria as an
emerging marketiacanamy cannot grapple with Ihe new market because of poor state of industrialization. In
this connection, the Eurg-centric (grammar) education given to us by the colonial masters ane the causes of
pur poor state. Lillle preference was given (o technicalivocaltional education by the colonial masters - the
trend continued even after Nigeria's 'flag’ independence. But the medern economy and indesed world economy
requiras divarslfication from the old order. The warld is drivan by libesal market econamy, and the only way a
natian can key in i ite own dontribution throwgh industrialization. Industralization ks the production of lachnalogy
= thiz althaugh not sll times generates from technicalivocational schools. Againsgt this backgraund that aur
youths who are the leaders of tomorrow need to be empowered through technical’vocational education to
avoid vislence, reduce dependancea on white collar jobs and prepare Migeria o mest the new challenges in tha
global system

Understanding the Youths

Tha tarm youlh Is sometimes difficult to place contextually because of the vanous meanings attachad
12 by persons or crganizations. Within the Nigerian context, it is still difficult to expiain, Howaver, tha United
Mations Organization defines "youth as a person between the age of 15 and 24" (Obebode, 2011). On the
economic rating end production within the system, Professor Akpan H. Ekpo, 8n economist defined youths
&5 persons betweean the ages of 17 and 35 years, |n this contaxt, they are supposed 1o be strong &5 well a5
bging gbis to give and tzke tha best saciety offers. Itis not surprising therefare, that during the dubicus Trans-
Afisntic Sleve Trads, those who were shipped to Americas and Europe towork under harsh and unhuman
congitions were besically youths, The hard infrastructure buill in the U.S.A., Tor example, was undertaken
with slave laboor (Williams, 1984, Uya, 2005; Ekpa, 2011). In the areas of interaction, the World Footbaill
Body, Federation of Intemational Football Association FIFA defines youths es people between the agesof 17
end 20 years. Nigeria, through her constitution sees youths as persons betwean the ages of 18 and 45 vesrs
—gtthet sgs brecket oneis considered matured, inpsyche, repsens thus cencontest for a public office —can
vole and be votad forin an crganized election: On a more simplistic way, youths are persons from the ages of
12 and 30 years.

Contextuslizing Empowerment

Empowsrment is & concept that has been variously espoused by schoiars and non-scholars alike, but lacks
& preciss definition, It has become so becsuss it is used depending on the intention, purpose in which the
trser popfias indesd for the purpose of this papar, one will attempt to dissiiea few of such concepls. Nwasi
(1528 viewed empowsrment 35 a risa to participate in fop state affairs or in parastatal institutions such that
one i i 2 posifion o oartake In Important publie paliey-maklog, execullen o educatan. He wenl on o
espousa that ons enould have bean able o acquise reasonable level of aducation a8 a pedestal o social
hierarehy. Thiss, vaots: empavermant i datermined by the mangin of their socees i the 2tals or Be inebitibions.
The access ensurss participation in key state matters and in power and othor rezourca dispensations, It
means that the mofe undar-represantad the vouths are in the state, the kess empowered they are. Basad an
the above, the contantion is thal education is necessary bul not an absolute requirement for youths
empowarment The actual ampowarrnent ahould rest an ihe shoulder of the social order as provided undar the
auspices of the state. Narayan {2002) opined that empowarment as an expansion of assets and capabilities
of poar people 1o panisipate In, negotiatewith, Influance, eantral and hald seeountable inatitulians sl aflest
their lives; and on the oiher hand Karl (1983) sees empowermant as 8 process of awareness and capacity
bullding leading to grealer participation In decision making process, contral and transform actions, so that
they can perform betier towards improving themselves, thair familes and conribute to the overall developrment
of the soclety. Empowerment implies provision of education, infermation, thal would Increase youlhs self-
reliance, the strength to participate in the economic, social and political discourse that affect their Fves and
thal of the soclety fo sustain civillzation.

Empowerment musl be sustainable. Thus, Todaro and Smith (2008) viewed empowerment as the idea of

giving pedple power aver thair economiz, social and reproductive chaices that will raisa their status, promobe
development, and reduce population growth. Goldslein & Prevehouse (2008} see empowerment in the
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cevelopment contexi to mean, the grazeroats efforts of poar paaple ta gain pawer overthair situation and meet
their basic needs. In this connegction, therefore, empowerment is a condition in which people who waliow in
wanl, who eannot maet their besic needs ta life such as good food, sheller, health, education are being lifted
outof these condition not anly for a moment but susteined for & long period evan beyond a generation.

Conceptualizing Security

The lerm sacurity lacks & preBise definition alihough it is a word eommonly use by sll menner of persans,
Thus, security impfies a state of mind not necessarily an objective state of being, It describes the peaplss
tesling, not whether they are jusified In fesling that way. It depends on the perceptions that people have of
their environment, not necessarily on &n objective view of that envircnment. Imebighe (1985) percalved security
as a fzeling of being protected, @nd a feeling of freedam from danger, fear, anxiety, oppression and unwarrented
viglence. According-to Nnoll (2005) security is a cherished value associated with the physical safetly of
individug!s, groups or nation states, togather with as similar safety of their other most cherished values. It
denotes fresdom from threats, anxdely of danger. Therefore, security In an objective sense can be measured
by the ebsence of threal, anxiely of danger will meterialise. In other words, it is a valee associated with
confidence in physical salaty and other most cherished vatues. No matter how much afety exists or wil
Exisl, thera is no security, Even when no safety exists In ebjective terms but there is confidence that It exists,
then thesa iz likaly to be securily, atlestin the short term. In this latter case ane mey speak of false security.
e parsan's securily may be another person’s insecurity.

Caoncept of Mational Security

Security is security whether in the context of a nation, state or an individual. Imobighe {(1988) espoused
natignal sscurity as the feeding of the people within the nation of being protected from fear, anxisty, violence,
cppreasion, umwarrantied restriction. Mational security means developing retatively stable patierns of sconomic
development and political growth &t hams and sbroad, National security by extension encompass environmental
sacurity, human securily, economic secunty, food security — that without national security other aspects of
secufity cannot function o optimum =

MNational Insecurity

Matonal insecurity s causad by the failure of national government to address the special needs of ils inhabitants,
Such neecs ncivoe, hunger, poverty, unemployment, inegualily and justice smong otherthings. Tha issue of
hunger, poverty, unemplayment are inlerwoven. One aspect may be respansible for the manifesistion of
anothar. Let us now [ink these variablas lo insscunly. According to Coliing (1881} and Nnali (2008Y netional
insecurity is not all aboutl absence of threst, vialence, killings or in short human security, It encompasses
cther aspects of like such as focd security. environmental securlty, sccnamis seeurity, social, cultural and
space securily. These athar sscurities are for the utilization of man, Man Uves and depend on environment for
his other activities to thrive. Without the environment human security would have na meaning. Without viable
economic activity, the essence of man would be totally unparaliel 1a [He, Socisl u:uT'it:.r has to do with
interactions of people through exchanges in wealth, recreation, etc. While space security has to do with the
wind. water, and other constituenis of cosmology that has direct link with man. Sa peverty, poor health,
unemployment, injustice and lack of adequate education can desirgy the bases of these securities. Natural
occurrences such s flood, deserification, earthquake and man's creation such as modern slavery (human
trafficking) ane gll some aspects of national insecurity,

Youiths and National Insecurity

kany Nigerians see National insecurity as, perhaps, violence that was experienced in the Niger Delta over the
issue of resource contrel, or the Odua Peoples Congress episode in the South-west, the Egbesu In Bayelsa,
end of racenl, the Boko Haram terrorists of North-sast Nigeria. In addifion, it is also linked to the spate of
kidnappings that is almost becoming part of the peopies” culture in South-east and South-south Nigeria, or

. Ihe armed robbery being experienced all over the country. In 2ll these sccurrences the Nigerian youths, some

empioyed and majority not employed-are at the centra.
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Howevear, though it is generslly seid that Nigerisn scanomy le dalng wall = but addead that sbout 400,000
barrals of cruds oll aré being stolen daily in the Miger Delia. Again thoss at the centre of this oli-pinaling
vandalism and connactad thief of the ol are equally youlhs. Fer along Ume now, many youths are engaged In
drug trade within Nigeria and ouiside. Alfhough milllons of doliars are being realized from this trado: it has
negative effect on the psyche of Migerla as a counbry and secondly these group are the financiers to termonists
wha are the bane to our development. Youths again are the plflars of this rade.

Mearwhile, the abave analysrs are connected with the use of or refaied topviolence, arms and violation of
human rights, The phenomena, tharefare, constitute part of the national insecurity. Indeed, other factars that
consiitute national insscurity is poverty, It is accepted that about 51 parcant of the 160 milion people in
Migetia are yeulhs. But it is said fhat about 88-70% of this population are unemplayed — they therefore
constituta security risk fo the nation. These poor youths are wiling fools (o economic buccaneers, spinsisss
paliticians during elections and become parsonal assistants to warlords: Closely following this is the fact that
Ihese poor youths musteke a living, they therefore engage In poor farming methods through uncanventional
méans for higher yields and in the process assist in land degradation, It is this same poor youths that are
respansible for deforestation either for farming ar logging far fuel waod in same communities in Migeria,

National insecurity embraces other things such a5 food Insecurity, sir, water and land pollutizn, climate
change, unevendavelapmant, unemgployment and underempioymant, deserification, flood and its attendant
atrocities. Soma of these are link to the youths and the role they are expacted 1o play.

Thus to unleck the chizgin of netional insecunty and fully integrats into global development of this century, there
is need ixdevalop lechnicalivocational education, create and eguip skill acquisition centres, train and moltivale
instructors, shun corrupfion end primitive weslth sccommeodation, In this way, sustainable development, well-
being of evary Nigerian would ke gearanizad,

Concept of Emerging Economy

Emerging ecanomy is that economy progressively moving from weak industria! or subsistence leve| o move
advancad lzval of economic desvelopmeant with a dynamic and sustainabls industrial sacior having clase links
with advanced marke! economias in finance and invesiment system (Akpan, 2011).

Prognosis of Technical and Vocational Education
Vocational educatonsl and training “prepares leamers for careers that are based on manual or practical
activitias, traditionally non-academic and totally related to a specific, occupation or vocation® . In othar wards,
itis &n “educsbon designed to develop cocupational skills”. Vocational and technical education gives individuals
the skills to live, learn and work as a productive citizens in & global soclety”. In general therefore, education
sharpens the mind, opens the way Tor something wonhwhila. It is the nucleus or epicanier in which other
aspects of development clime radiate. In this connection vecational education offers;

1. A wide range of arisanal specialized employable functions such 8s aulo mechanics, shest metal
wark, electricity, paknting and decorating, biacksmithing, walding, woodwork, masanry, carpentry,
generator repairing, plumbing, tifing elc.

2 It afsa provides equally wide ranga of aotivities in Agricuitura, Thare are quite a number of agricultural
activiizs for employment creation that are sustainable-crop end horticulture, snail farming, piogery,
fich farming, poullry farming, vegetahles, ool and rabhit keaning.

Other vocational areas (nclude but not limited to dress making, leathar working, bead-working, barbering,
canving/wood pnd bronze), sculpturing, catering, pottery and ceramics, blacksmithing and goldsmithing.

However, il is necessary to add here that agriculture or farming have since been abandoned by the youths.
The youths see agriculture 25 the function for the aged, fliterates Bnd poor pecple in the rural areas. They view
it with disdain because of its nature. Agreed, the age of crude farming is over with modam technology in place.
Thawgh nat necassanly recommandation, the youths need 1o form themselves into cooperative soclaties and
seek 25sistance from government, donor agencies, banks for loans to enable them ecquire modermn farming
implemants that would enhance productivity and reduce labour. Thay should also as a sociaty

199

JONATT Val, §, No. 3, 2014 __Dominic AA. (Ph.D) & Patrick 5.V, [Ph.0)

raguast from government a land 1o expand thelr farms for increased yislds and by extension be provided the
improvied seadlings (in casa of crops) and new breed in the area of birds and animats. They too would become
employers of labour

Meanwhile, the government should provide some socisl security until such a time their farms begin to yield,
This it Is hoped would assiet reduced friction and violence, curb excessive and rampant armed robbery,
kidnapping and even rape. The aclivities in these agricultural and other sectors would creats wealth in the
sacigly, add value and increage the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), thus enhancing and improving the
elandard af living of the people,

Indheed, youths whe would be able to advance to the Universities of Science and Technology, Polytechnics
would climb the industrial ladder of the nation. For the young enginears with natural creativity, the government
should show special interest by empawering them through the award of scholarships for overseas study with
a bond of returning to Negena 1o assist in the development after graduation.

Youth Empowermeant

It i true that aver the years aovernmant and individuals at various levels have done much to empower ihe

yauths, Forinstance, on the lsvel of government, education is the epicentre for empowerment. n this connection,

government of Migeria through her constitution has made education free from primary schoof 1o JSS 3. In
some states of the Fedaration Education is free and compulsary from the primary school to the sacondary
school lavel, In the same corallary, some state governments have provided scholarships, loans and bursary to
students to study within and cutside Migeris. These are empowsrment symbals. In addifion, government alse
provide job opporiunities at difierent levels according to ones area of specialization afier graduation; in soma
staies skill scquisiion centres are equally provided.

Cin fhe individual perspectives, very many rich Nigerians have established foundations and provided funds o
enable poor Nigarians to benalit from education as the beginning of ones empowerment. For instance, Fahewarmi
the late radical lawyer and Human Right Activist established & Fahewemi Foundation for Migerians. Other
Migerians established industnes whare youths with required skills are employed, The likes of Alike Danghkote,
the wealthiest man in Africa, Emmanuel Imwnyawu among others.

It iz glso argued that polificiens are on the fore-front of youth empowsrment, It is often read or seen that
patiticians do empower the youths through provision of funds, tri-cycles, cars of varous makes_ It is asgued
that all these are good ways of empawering individuals but these kind of empowerment &ne never susiainable.
Fraviding one witha car, monay whan the individual has nothing to sustal him maintzin the car or th-cyche [s
counter prodisctive, 1tis put farward that any empowerment to be made for anindividual or group of persans
shouid ba sustainabie. It is alsoa yoke or laughable metter to think thet for one to become & "personal
sssistant” to & politician is empowerment—it is not trua, Rather [t [s & rent seaking venlure thal ends with-the-
and of the palitical affice holder.

However, it stressed here fhat the youths are not sufiiciently empowered, to a large extent it is responsible for
the army of unempioyed youths in Migerla. For instance in 1870 the poverty rate In Nigeria was about 30
percent Now, the povarty rate range betwesn 68 1o T0 percent. Nigerian youths are the werst hit in poverty
fadder hesause about 59 pamcent of Mioerians are made up of youths ranging between 15 years and 35 years
{Akzsike & Onuba, 2013).

Ta really espoused on the state of Nigaria economy, sacurity and unemployment, in 2011 Sanusi Lamida
Sanusi, governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria, put the rate of unemployment in Migeria at 41.6 percent of the
totsl population, In 2010, Clusegun Aganga, then Minister of Finance, was reporied to have said that 50
milllian Migerian youths were unemplayed (Akasze, 2013). In a counlry of approxirately, 160 million, thes
figure is astranomically high. It should be noted that youths unemployment and by extansion lack of
empowerment was responsible for thie Arab Spring of 2011.
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Obstacizs to Youths Empowarment

It iz impori=nt 1o observe that youthe have & rols to play in Nigeria in all &pheres of human endesyvour bs i
economy, socis! or political, but eftsn their roles are usuzlly not accorded the positions they desarve

1 Lack of ascess 1o Education

Education s the power for development. It liberates the mind. Itis 2 toal that prepares manpawer ba meet the
requirement for modern world in ereas such as health, sgriculturs, security sto, Research indicales that about
a3 percent of Nigerizns do not have access to basic education mainly made up of youths especially those
living in narthern Nigeria.

2, Youths all over i world have a great role ko play not only in the socio-economic davelopment of the
society, but alsa in leadership al various levels is undisputable. Meanwhile, going by the 2006 census figure,
youths constitute more than half of the population of Nigeria. Yet they are relegated ta the background In the
scheme of things. But thair rale in Nigeria project can be determined not only by the significant achievemant
of contemparary yeuths but also by the considerable contributions and activities of youths folk In the years
gong by, For instance, going by the concept of youlh as enshrined in the Nigerian constitution, General
‘fakubu Gowon assumed the [eatership of this country when he was 28 years old, and Navy Commander
Dislte Spiff of the old Rivers State also became 8 state governor when he was relatively young at aged 27.
3. One other chetacle is the acrimony amongst some youth arganizatians in the countiry, Desplte the
fact that, they have the primary functions of liberating themsalves from poverty, more often than not, they are
never collaborative. What appears b0 be in vogue is that they thrive on unnecessary acrimeny and unproductive
gclivities. For instance, the militancy in the Miger Deltawas a praduet af youth arganizations, and perhaps the
Boko Haram palaver of Morih-east Nigerla is tha youth organization seeking to be relevant. Thus each
arganization is always Irying to up-stage the othar while seeking undue recognition from government or donor
organizations,

£ Itz often bean arguad that poor funding of organizations ar Miniziry of Youth Development by government
% & sevious factor that hinders youth empowerment in Nigeria, Though the records are not provided, Ehindars
(2001) in his study argued that, despite some budgetary provisions made In the budgat, hardly did thess
instituticns gat what warne due towards empowering the youths. Although, he was quick to add that, this Is not
peculiar to only youth organizations but 1o othess incleding woman crganizations.

5 In ene of his comments on rural transfermation @nd general lack of develapment in Nigeria in relation
1o corruption, Obasanjo (2003) argued than on netion can witness any form of development at all, where
ecorruption thrives. indeed, 8 huge sum of monay was spent on pragrammes during the Babangida and Abacha
administrations to steam the economy and empower the youths gnd others respactively. Some of these
programmas wesa the National Directorate for Empowsrment (WDE), Betier Life for Rural Peonls — thnf was fn
largel the youths. Regretiably, these programmes without any meaningtul impact on the target group, coeatisd
anothergroup of rich urizan dwelers including the friends end femilies of the initiators and poltical associates
Thasa in a long run have adversely eifectsd the varous empowermant programmeas in the country.

In eddition, thera is tha lack of effactive enlightenment stratagies on the empowerment oppartunitics for the
yaulhs, The enlighlenment has o do with sufficient information to the youths. The current enlightenment
strategies where there are no community radio, newspapers and other forms of information dissemination are
Inadequate. Thus the rural youths are on the disadvantage = and this ks the emvironmant in which the largest
concentration of youths are found.

Onthe ather hand, there s the lack of palitical will o empower the youths. This ks a5 beesuse the Niger Dalta
mifitancy forced the Federal government to develop a policy {Amnesly) — that of training the militants in
various vocafions in some couniries of Africa, Europe, Asta 2nd America. In this connection, the Federal
govemment has sent about 10,000 ex-militants for vocational trainings — the gesture has brought about
reftative paace in the Niger Deita (Punch, September 16, 2003).

Recommendaticns

The functions or activities of youths cluster around three basic spheres of human endeavour. These are
education, poliics and economy. Professor Phip Egwesli end Okere identified three basic ways of empawering
peopie — youths and others, These are:

pli} ]

+ technicalivocational education be encouraged as a means of youths empowerment for the future.
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1. Access to qualitative education: In their words, education is the sures) MEans to devg
ndividual 8s well as empowering such as individual, In this eannection, e pawering the yout IZp an
ezcessible and affordable aducations! cpportunities would enable them to participatein the M;'M?”?l
cavalopment. However, in an emerging economy such as ours, there is need to development an -
education to be able to fit in into the new world economic market. The new markat emphasis the
industrial produets rathar than the primary products of the old. The United Nations Educational, scien
cultural organization (UNESCQ) says eny country that wishes to become part of the 21 CEnfury &
devoting 30-40 percent ol her total annual budget to education {Adesanmi, 2013}, So far Migeria is b
between & and 11 percent of her budge! to education. Hence there is need 1o train our youths in tech
adnd vocational oriented school subjects. In other words, emphasis should be placed on vocationallaed
education — that would reduce unemployment, stabilize the econamy and provids the much reed
fior rapid economic development and improve the standard of living. Thus three or more technica
schools be established and equipped per local government in the country. Closely fallowing that is
the existing polytechnics, Universities of Science and Technology by govemnment and private welllas
individugls and organizations. Youths should be enlightened on the need to attend technical and voca
schools throwgh counselling and other sirategies, 5

2 Palitical Empowerment: Youths should be encouraged to take active part In palitics, A
Migerian politics is characterised by twa means — one of vialance that elections must be wan by all
secondly excessive use of money. The two atbibutes should be played down to make room for wo
participation. Following that is youth participation in decision making. Youths are the future leaders &
country, and since pelitics is the art of rendering service to the society, youths with proven ability sl
part of the decision making-in the micro community, local government and indeed the couniry. .

3. Youths Economic Empowarment: s
There are various ways in which youths of this nation can be empowered economically. This rangiri T
1. Government should increase budgetary allocation 1o youths based organizations for assistany
youths in dire need of funds for development, el
2 The unhealthy rivalry amongst youths organizations should be discouraged. Rather, a coliaborg
efforts should be encouraged, so that collectively their present conditions or position for natiol
k development changed. . il
3 _Any form of empowesrment either by government, organizations, Individuals to youths shouid
suelainable for community and national development. ¢
“ Empawerment of youths require the removal of formal and informal institutional barrisrs that Iﬂ:lm
sccess to resources and prevent tham fram taking control of thelr destiny.

Conclusion v
The paper espouses youths empowerment thraugh technicalivocational education that sustsins, thal
are the fulure leaders and key elements of development of any nation. In this conneclion their rale
undermined ar undsrestimated. Youths make up about 51 percent of the tofal number of 160 milho
this nation. Out of this about 68-70 percent are unemployed, hence they are security rigk and thu
dampened development in all perspectives. The reasons for the production of this army of unempla
anciored o Ui kind of educalion in Nigerja- the Euroceniric which produces unskiled manpawe
emerging global economy makes the Eurccentric education bess relevant fo our neads. The paperis
that to achieve national security in an emerging nation such as ours, snd to avoid the Arab Spri

davelopment can be achieved in any nation without qualitative youths. National security is ancho

empowerment and development — by extension sustainable skill acquisition through techni
education. 1
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