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ARSTRACT

Cine of the vexed and perhaps the most discussed issues m Nigeria today apan from poverty,
and econemic recession is insecurity, For the past 17 years Nigeria has sgen or know no
peace owing to insecurity challenges plaguing the nation. It is either the Niger Delta militants
are recking havoc on oil pipelines. or Boke Haram from Norh-east, or the pro-Risfran
agitgors wom South-east, or the onile method i which Futani cattle herdsmen slanglger

muimed, sacked villages in some states in Mizeria. The rampaging Fulini herdsmen are
causing 2 lot of havoc in Migern leading v msecurity of lives in some stales of the
federation. The paper discovers that the Fulani cattle herdsmen are armed with sophesticated
wenpons, Wwith this, use their animals o destroy fermelands i come communities it Nizerin,
and the reaction of the Bwmors pilied them into warfare. The catile herdsmen on the other
hardd secused the locals of cattle rustling and killing of their men. In the process, there was
tenston and conflict, the result showed that the Fulani herdsmen had Lilled, maimed, raped,
kidnapped. abducted many locals. The main killing felds are Taraba, Plateau. Nasarawa,
Bemue, Gombe, Ekiti, Drelta, Edo. Abia, Tmo among others. The paper recommends modemn
rasching i Migerin, and the adopting of Saudi Arabian method of importing fodder for the
apimals, This work is theoretical, using mainly the sccondary sources and complement with
historical amalyses as its methodology,

INTRODUCTION

For many yews now, most cominunities in MNigeria especially in the Middlk Belt down to the
Mangrove inthe South-South at ene time or srother had 2 bone to pick with the Fulani cattle
hierders over the destruction of their farmbands by the rampaging cattle in search of pasture
This mromtal destruction of the farmlands has brought the locals and the herders in conflict
coalition that has resulted in permunent Siirmishes, In the process many lives have been log,
property mainly food crops and dweiling houses have been destroved, and weighing the lns
in menclary termis run into millions of Naira. This ugly phenomenon has been responsible for
the displacement of thousands of people in some localitics mainly in the Middle Bek states of
Benue. Platean and Nasaraws, The herdsmen have caused other forms of violent acts such as
raping. Kidimppine and sbductions. The herdsmen have dislocated families - produced
orphans, widows and widowers and by extension caused social problems. This & unhealthy
for coexistence and the growing economy.

It e widely acknowledged that the cattle industry has contributed to the growth of the
economy @nd by extension the national Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Tt has provided
emplovment o thousands of Nigerians through the use and application of cattle related
products. It has alzo provided food for the growing population through meat and milk among
aher thmes In spite of these contributions, the negative adtivities of these herdsmen towards
peopizs farms has become a vexed izsue in the Nigerian state and therefore needed to be

urgently addressed. This paper concems itself with how to do away with the primitive
method of caltle indusiry — that of the cattle fanner roaming with his animals, As modern
ranching is practised i other climes such as Brazil. Wew Zealand, Australia and Saudi Arabia
through modem method can also be mtroduced in Nigeria Conflict is a bad ezg, that if
allowed to hatch may be a source of friction among families that share the same heredity.
Migeria needs peace to grow and develop,

History and development of primitive cattle industry In Nigeria

The primitive cattle industry is controlled and managed by the nomadic Fulanis. Tt has been
their way of life from the begmning. They have been in this profession for hundreds of vears,
The Fulanis are said to have migrated to Nigeria about the 6th and Tth century AD (Stride
and Ieka, 1973), Tloeje (1972) is of the view that the Fulani people are nomadic herdsmen
who are behieved to have come to Nigeria from the north as invaders at different periods from
the 13th century to the 19th. Some Fulani's are still nomadie and others live s sedentary life,
However, the issue of migration from the North probably sugeests that they came into the
country either from Mali, Burtkina Faso, Niger or even the Senegambia region. All these
suggest that they are immigrants. It is postulated that the original home of the Fulani may
have been the Sencenl river valley and the Easlem Guinea area, and they expanded eastwards
trom ebout the 12% century (Kajubi. Lewis: Taiwo. 19743, Indeed, there are two classes of
Fulani known after their settlensen: in Nigerla, These are the “cow” Fulani whe il retain
their il slim features and light complexsion. Others ave the “town”™ Fulani ave since learnt
to live with the Haus and cven intermarry with their neighbours. The cow Fulani live in
termporary lents made of cow hides or grass-casy bo sel up and equally easy to dismantle. This
is practical in view of the fact that they are nomadic pastoralists whe are always on the move.
This 1= also # confirmation that the cattle industry in Nigeria began between the 12th and the
I8h centurics. and has been heavily controlled, managed by the nomadic Fulani, In the
northern pans of Nigeria they exchangs their cattle and milk and cheese for instance, for
agriculrusal procucs fom their hosts. The Fulani in this way supply 90 per cenr of Nigesia's
becfand cattle hide (Kajubi Lewis, Taiwo, 1974),

Main Causes of the South-Ward Migration of the Cow Fulani beyond Sudan and Sahel
Savanna

The dryness in northern Nigeria and beyond to include nations such as Burkina Faso, Niger,
Chad, Mali is not a recent phenomenon. It has been 4 condition as far back as 1000BC. The
impact of the desiccation of the Sahara Desert has much nfluence on the adjoining
environment south of the desert. However, with the recent changes in climatic Sructure it
tends lo worsen the situation.

Sudan and Sahel Savannah are regions of low rainfall. These regions have 3 - 5 months of
ramy period and are equally characterized by high temperatures and intense hieat. Beyond
thiz, other pars of Wigeria especially from the Mangrove in the South to the Guines
Savannah usually have rainfall almest throughout the year and grasses for animals are in
abundance. In this connection. for the Sudan and Sahel regions, the rainy period does not
usually sustain vegetation, hence lack of fodder for the feeding of caltle. Apain, in some years
rain usually come lite making the region drier than usual thus, setting in drought. For
Instance drought was expedienced in 1983, 1992, 2004 ctc among other vears. This condition
usaily move the Fulani Bororoje to “drive” their cattle southwards in scarch of pastures. In




the process, these animals graze on peoples farmlands thus dewme conflid between the
firrmeers and herdsmen.

Indeed, the general degradation of the envirenment either as # resuk of desert encroachment,

wind or water erosion, deforestation. poor farming methods. and other primitive methods of

fnd use would automatically change the landform and it becomes mamicl for vozetation
growth dnd fodder production. This change in landform charaderistacs often compel the cow
Fulani te ok elsewhere for fodder so a5 to proted and maintam ther snmuk and by
extension run fnto conflict with the local farmers.

The Maln €attses of Conllict between the Herders and Farmers (Lacals)

The Fulani herdsmen and local communities have coexisted for many vess wighowt mesch
friction. I there had been friction it was minimal and they were able to sentie S diffreancs
amicably. Bul recently between 2011 and 2014 the sitnation ahered feelf snme r=c o fouds
of various dimensions. However, the bone of conlention is land The Fuli herdamen
constrivined by dwindling vegetative grazing lnd in the Northe herd theer canle openamzh.
moving them to other parts of the country for grazing, Grazing constinutes s problem i kocal
furmers, beceuse in the process of finding feed (fodder) the cattle would mrvase e form
praduce in & manner that is painful to the firmer when considering the hbow and los of
produce thus pitch them into warfare. Many farmers have gone banknge due to the
destriiction of their investment by the cattle. This is very difficult to quantiy n mosctsn
terms. Apurt from the destruction of farmiands, the herdsmen sometimes engage i rapne the
locals, Kidnapping. abductions and rebbery. On the other hand. the Fulani herdsmen chimed
that they have been losing their cattle to rustlers, thus they for instance alleged that they lost
3.5 million heads of cattle between 2001 and 2010 in different bloody encounters with the
locals (Punch, Thursdey, May 13, 2013, p. 22), In July 2012, they killed a retired Nigeraan
Army Brigadier - General, Sylvester Irah on Lagos - Ibadan expreseway as a ressh of anser
of the Fulanis caused by cattle rustlers (Sunday Punch, October, 18, 2015, p. 16)

The Catholic Bishops of Makurdi, Otukpe, Ghoko and Katsina - Al Dioceses placed that the
crisis might be political. Indeed history in other climes,reminds that farmers relationchin and
herdsmen are always problematic when not properly handled as even observed in Chad,
Cameroon, Central African Republic and the Sudan (Thursday Punch, March 13, 2014, p_ 2.
That from 2010 to date, Benue State in particular has witnessed endless conflicts between
Fuland herdsmen and Tiv, Idoma and Agatu fairmers,

Politically too, the Middle Belt Forum viewed that attack by the herdsmen as part of the plot
to destabilize the North-Central. The coordinator of the Forum in Plateau State ssw that
altack on Governor Suswan on March, 2014 as # calculated altempt to destabilize the North-
Central (Thursday Punch, March 13, 2014, p. 2). Tt may be political, but since none has come
out to give information on that as it should be, all are part of the rumours in the polity.

History of Ranching other Natlons

Transhumance is not & new phenomenon. It has been a phenomenon experienced in other
climes. Just as it breeds conflict in Nigeria, it had been experienced in phees such as the
USA, Saudi Amabia, the Philippines and for that reason they wrgently sought for a lasting
solution. In this conneclion, therefore. as for back as 1874, the United States cattle owners,
after admitting the damaging clashes between them and farmers, mtroduced ranching, which
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i the practice of raising herds of enimals on large tracts of land. Currently the US A is one of
the jerding countries i the world in livestods production with 82 5 million hesds of critle.
Other eountries with excellent ranch system or culture are Australin. Argenting, Urugisy,
Mew Zealand etc. The Australisn Bureau of statigtics stated that cattle - rearing s “a soong
part of the Ausoalian coonnmy™. anid placed she figaee of caole in the counmy at 293 million
heads. The counoy has the wocld's largest tanch - the Anna Crecle which covers 24 004
square kilometers. The Euvropean Union has 234 million heads of cattle, In Argenting
ranches also zerve as tourist attractions. 1 is postulited that, the mnching and livestock
irichustry: prow faster than any other agriculural sector in the world (Sunday Punch, Getober
18. 2015 p. k6l

Tmportance of Ranching i an Economy

Ranching mdustry s very amportant in an r{-.1|1-'-|:|}' Apart from the provision of mil
chease, beef and indeed pant of the food, It also crestes emplovimenl 1o millkiis of peoaple in

# cconomy Where it = proctised. Cattle Induastry ..I so adds value in the GEP of nations 11
#lso attract Wworsts o olimes such a= the US A, .-‘-.:::n.m.q. Austrabin, Paraguay ¢i¢

[n Migerin, the caitle indusiry §s nol as productive as would be expectedl becavse the onle
I'.-.]: fou J'H y |=-1 CEs in I woarid zone, thus, provided J":I:l:ﬂx:qm!gl'.. ong lire of mal: per
day. compared to 10 J:Irn: per day in the Philippines. 40 litres per day fo: § ~EpT
enws” when applicaion of modern teclinnlogy las made her the global leades in cals
pericduetdon (Punch '_l eheary 12, 2016, p. 20). Caile cone Eaurtinn o | L !
VLT j- ow when LLEI4|.I' el to countries such ps Tsnel. the Tlnited States of Americs
Mhillppines among othérs: thus ."w-'n-',l'.'i;* s cattle industy contributed fer instance 3 per ¢
'-'Jl in 1993 and ]csk th in 2 perocent in 2014, In terms of consumption as food # is

prostikited that an aversge Nigerian, for indance consumed 5 grams of pnimal p
206, while Food and Agricultural Organization recommends 35 grams per dan I
conswmptaon. pattem may differ owing to many faclors such a% income. povert
wvailabihty of the datiy products:

Besides it b5 expected that if reforms are made in the grazing ]Iidll‘-il':r through ranct

application of modern technology, “the now farming culbwe™ as sonie expents pid w
create another two million direct and |1|n|u¢l.tjuhh this apparently would add much 1o the
cconomy, This is to because the population of Migerians engaging in cat ?.: i
beginning fom the herders o distributive meat sellers down (o lenther are in millions {Puncl,
Frids XY, rv;hmn:r} 12,2016, p. 20}

Maln Conflict Zones

As eirlier chronkeled, the Fulani Botoroje usually move southwards lareely due to land
degradation, bringing them into constant canflicts with farmers whose farms and gops are
raveged by oazing cattle, The United Nations Food and Agricultural Crganizntion (FAO)
says Nizerin loses 2,168 kilometres of cattle rangeland each vear, 400,000 hectres of arable
[aml gre Bt to deforestation annally (Punch, Friday, Febroary 2016, p. 20}

The clashes between the Fulani herdsman and the local communities have taken o new
colouration. it would appear or invariably it has become ethnic and sectarian feuds but with
no partzcu far ethnic group except the Fulani and others. The killing fields are mainly Benue,
Phatesy, Teraba, Gombe, Nasarawa, Raduna States i the North, and have extended to
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m gates such as Edo, Osun, Ovo, Ogun, Enugu, Cross River. Dela. Akwa Thom and
Rivers {Punch Friday, February 12, 201, p. 20).

Impact of Fulani Herdsmen on the Locals In Migeria

For a long period now, Nigeria as a nation has nol seen or know peace. It is cither the “iger
Deka mulitancy in the Niger Delta, or the Boke Haram in the North-cast Nigeria. or
movement for Independent Republic of Biafra, or indeed armed robberies and the kidnapping
palaver in the south-cast, rape and other related violence, However, the clish between the
caltie Fulani and the locals have canzed a lot of preblems in the Migerian state. 1t has been
responsible for the displacement of the local people in various parts of Nigeria especially in
the Mddle Belt and South-east Nigeria. For instance in February 2014 in Taraba State, over
2 frming communities in Takum, Ussa and Wokari Local Government Areas were burnt
down and nearly 100,000 fwrmers displaced. In Benue State. the herdsmen attacked some
villages in Logo. Jato Aks in Kwande Loca! Government Area, Indeed for now. Asatu
irwer, parts of Makurdi, Guma, Logo, and Kwande Local Government are alleged 1o be
urider consistent attacks by Fulani herdsmen. The attack it & believed s a daily affair with
200 communities destroyed amd over 200,000 farmers displaced. Those areas mentioned
represent flashpoints of the Fulani invasion (Torlumun, 20143, With the esrowing insecurity in
most fhrming communities. it sisnals that there will be food mnsecurity not only in the Middle
Belt and other states attacked by the herdsmen but other Migerian peoples who depend on
these states for food supply. Aside from the displacement of pecple, hundreds of people are
<aid 1o have Jodt their lives. For msance, in February 2014, in Benue Smmw, Tor Th's
ancestral home was bumnt down and & people lost their lives, In all over 2000 peaple were
Killed in 2015 in clashes between Fulani herdsmen and local commumities in Benue,
Nasarawa, and Plateau States (Punch. Friday, February 12, 2016. P. 20),

Apant from the destruction of farmlands, schools activities in those areas were disrupted. Old
and young people were looking for safety from the hands of these cruel herdsmen, The
impact of these attacks are enormous in school enrolment as many children are sut of schoal,
In this connection many children especially in the primary and secondary schools have been
dislocated perhaps permanently thus. drawing them backwards. This is odd for the Browing
children. The Taraba Tiv people Association, Abuja chapter on March 11, 2014, stated that
the attacks have so far displaced 24,000 people and destroyed produce warth millions of
naira. In other words the Fulani clashes with the locals have sent some people to carly graves,
created omplians, widows and widowers: many have became poor and by extension leads to
tood insecurity. )

Caunses of Attack on those States and the Fulani Herdsmen Delence

It has been discussed in many circles that the growing sophistication of the crisis in Plateu,
Benue, Nassrawa and Taraba are the handiwork of Boko Haram. Atacking those places was
2 stritegy to di:;m}lv:!_ the milizry's artention in the North-east to allow the insurgents reinforce
for more qevaslatmg attacks m the Middle Belt (Torlumun, 2014}, This was the period when
the Nigerian security operations in the North-east confronted the Boko Haram terrorids
ﬁ‘mnmll:,lr. Does that argument still hokls now that the Boko Haram elements have been
cleared in Adamawa, Taraba and a greater part of Bornu? Perhaps, it may or may not. Bul
certainly and to 1 large extent the Fulani wants to push the locals southward and have a
permanent area (o graze their cattle,

1 femeraal of Béscarch Snd Rellaation in At s dnd'}

Miyerl Allah Catle Breeders” Association of Nigerla. MACBAN, in Febroary 2014, put that
the herdsmen were Nighting in selfdefence. They enlled the Feders! eovernment to institure a
cormitiee © investigate the remote and mmedmle cuses of the orisis sors o unravel the
mith. “We have graphle recnids, faces and plenaeres of most of the mayhiems snd catastrophss
than erdsmen have saffored in the hands of fasmess” Teekenum, 2014)

ttle Breeders Associutuni, Alhag Hussin
if Benue State, Cabrie] Suswam

Lecording 1o the national vice president of the
Bugso, that their problem began whey the former goveno
announced teat e did pot want thern erdsmmen: in the gate. Bosso pdded that, in Berie alone
the Associbtion kst 82 herdsmnen, and 6,700 cattle, 43 Foland wnd 233 cattle. Between

Jutwury mend Nnrch 2004, they jos |
ples. Thisewil were caused by the Tiv people (Punch,

osd b pll 134 cattle Fulani and 171,912 heade of cattle 1o the
¢lyshes in Benoe. ¥lntenu wnd Toraha sples

March 13, 2014, p.2)
e dhotan of Sineli Arabia and Meeria: A0 ‘wimprarntion

popilation of abowt 16 miltion people

i rezion of Nigerm. I has an aversge annu

The kingdom of Saudi Arabia hos
sgme climanc feeture Tike the :
alwiad 2505 0 Yewr becinise ra
Theere mre po permmnent rivers, Al avernze July temporatores are 25°¢
Tarwo, 1974), Inthe past, the Bedouin people Tollowed herds of camel g
Foduy that experience in Saudi Ambinis pasl. The Sahel region of Nigeria hos a three mosuth
v period of about 00mm Most of the land {= bare sand. There wee b pert

o - &y

Sreaverape mionthly temperature of shout 287¢- 245 ¢

H iz searce, Mad ol the land = bare sl ersvel o rod
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From the sbove, ince much of the cuftle, goats and sheep are reared in the Sahel remicr
wigerin, and comparatively Sandi Arabin and Miperin bas @ lot in comman, The central (ssue
i that Saudi Ambnr impons grass from Sudan snd the United States and that has enabled her
to create one of the woeld's largest cattle ranches with 153,000 cows, elling milk to wther
Fersipn Gulf States (Friday Punch, Febrary 12, 2006, p. 200
According to the minister of Agriculture and Ruoral Development Audu, Ogbeh, in Punch

A specil grss cultivation progmmme 5 planned onder which nutrient

rich farage will be nvailable for cattle and other Ivestock. Tt calls for the

supply of grass from across tlie country. incleding southemn states, o feed

the Inrge population of cattle, gome and shesp found in nodhern states

Signilicantly, this is fust oue plank of Ogbel’s solutlon 0 the age- long

problem of cattle herdme that hoes resulied in permansnt warlre between

the herders und fairmers'koet! commumities and frozen animal Brming n

its primitive state (Friday Punch February 12, 2016 p. 200,

e Mindsters idea lies on the fact that forage for ranching in the Neorth should be buparted
i the Southem part of Nigerin against Saudis inport from Sudan snd the Ubited States
Perhiaps the mitrastructural conditions presailing i Sawdi Arabia ere not obtained o Nigerie
means the Mindsier's policy direction is good and & welcome one, but in climes that haye
wtiona | drive or infiastruchures to drive the economy.

fravructural Comparisen of the Kingdom of Sandi Arabla and Nigerla

om ol Suuch Arabia 5 an oil producing economy. It is the largest producer of crude
s produced i commercinl quantity in May 1937 duving the tme of King Thn
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Saud. Her chiefl incorme before oil was from pilgrims to Mecca. However, over the years the
kingdom of Saudi Arabin received massive revenues from: petrolenm exports. especielly
during the oil shocks of 1973 74 and the Gulf War “palaver™ of 1990s and 2003, It has used
the fall-out to fmance lofty infrastructural development and modernization programmes
{ Akpan, 2003)

Indeed. since 1970, Saudi Arabin came with series of economic development plans. For
instance. the plans have been initially on a five- year duration spanning from 1970; the first
plan (1970 - 75), the second plan (1575 - 80) which gulped $142bn, the third plan (1980 -
851 which gulped $235bn, the fourth plan (1985 - 90). and the fifth plan that lasted (1990 -
%51 i Akpan, 20033 Through these plans, Saudi Arabia has been able o boild infiastruciores
that compare favourably with the ones in advanced industrinlized economics.

In the area of transport and communication. Saudi Arabia has lengthy and well-paved roads
and s nationa] bus operator, the Ssudi Public Tramsport Company (SAPTCO) &5 heavily
subsidized by the government. Recently, there b an expanding populition which put pressure
on existing infragrocture. In this connection, $43.8 billion has been allocated for transpent,
telecommunication, with banspon development i particular seen as essential 1o enhancing
condruction/industrial growth.

Saudi Arabia has :.c\crall.li:hn} prefects i the pipeline. for nstance. which aims to support
intra-regional tade and Incease the county's export capaclty. The oounoy has alwo
completed the first metro il nebwork in the capital Rivadh, which is the worlé's bir ey
public transport systerm. The country has also embarked and completed six economic cities,
including the 168 kilomeater, $75 billion King Abdullah Economic City in Rabigh ( Alpan,
2003}

Additionally, the kingdom has one of the begt arports i the world and the new Rivadh
Afrport is the largest ; the world, The availability of modem airports has gtimulated
communications i the kingdom. Besides, all the seaports based on the Red Seq and the Guif
have undergone rapid expansion and modemization | Akpan, 2003). All these indices in the
arca of transport facilities showcase that the importation of grass and other fodder condiments
fior the animals {cattle) are dane with cse. It means when fodder arrives from US A and other
countries of import, it is urgeatly distributed to the ranches without headache and the supply
is inclistic. By implication, the earlier tension, quarrel and destruction of farmlands had been
curtiled and hermony restored

MNigeria

The gearch for oil began in 1503 when the Mineral Survey Company ploneered mineralogical
study of the counzy, Bur it was not wizil 1956, that Shell D' Acchy made hiszory when ol
exploitation began in Oloibiri Ol production and exportation started in 1958, By thal time,
Migerin entered the rank of oil producing nalions {Gbadamesi, Kupaloku, Olaleye, 2007).

However, by 1970s Nigerta jolned other mations In enjoying oil boom and Migeda's
developmental aspiration was anchored on oil yed the procecds from oil were squandered in
the process. Indeed, few Rndmarks were made, it was Fom the oil money that the new capital
of Nigerin Abuja was buill. Bebween 1958 and 2016 Nigerin has made a capital receipts of
296 trillion oil revenue but comparatively nothing to show (Vanguard, Sunday, August 21,
2016 p. 10 - 11 With over 240,000 paved roads, most of them because of poor stale cnnol
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be linked with some parts of the country especially in the south of Nigeria. Few seaports were
constructed such as the Tin Can shand Porl. Calabar Port. Burnte. Onne among others,
Nigera oil money abo constructed few airports 1o international standard but the maintenance
of these zipports are appauling. Such sirports include Murials Mohammed International
Arport. Lagos. Amino Kano Intemational airport. Kano, Nnamdi Azikiwe Intemational
AP .u:u;:. Part Harcourt International aimport among others.

In comparative terms, Nigeria is by far larger than Saudi Arabiz in terms of landmass and
populmtion. But in terms of wealth, Saudi Arabia is richer than Nigerim. Thus by implication,
mprerime fodder 10 feed animals in Sandi Arabiz is cheaper and easier than doing same in
Neemrm. This is =0 because imfastructural facilities such 2= good rosd nerwords, airpor,
seaporis facilities are good and better maintained m Saudi Arsba when compared with
Nezr. In Nigeria some roads cannot be lmbed especmily durme the raimy sason the
aiponts are evesore and seaports deplorable It would be difficad 10 tramsport fodder from
southern to Northern Migeria though being the same courniry. Bat £ s found that Sasadi Expont
fodder for the animals from other countries kilometers sway, et the anmal e fed Suh m
thew ranches without challenges. This is the situation and how do we cope wieh the
croumsance?

In ather climes such as the United States, Canada, Brazil, New Zealand, Argentina and ¢ven
Seuth Afic have developed adequate railway system, road, air infrastructure in which
fodder and other feeds are transportaied from one section of the country to another for
aimzls. In other words forage crops are produced and supplisd as demands come from one
et of the state to another making use of the availability of good road - rail network. This
hss Gested job opportunities end added value to the economy. in Nigeria, there are poor
infrasmuctural facilitics. Nigeria's lack good roads, and in fact some roads are seasonal and
connectivity is very poor, The rail system is poor and its functionality confined to few areas,

RECOMMENDATIONS

Transhumance is crude, yel it i= a legitimate part of the economy. From Northern Nigeria to
the south cattle market is put at 2324 billion annually, Nigeria with 19 million heads of
calthe. Nigeria has the potential to produce enough beef for domestic consumption and for
expont (Punch Thursday. September 8, 2016, p. 20).

Indeed. before the ranching indusiry is achieved. il is necessary thal Nigeria makes g law
benning herding between pm and 7em daily. And for grezing ground, the herdsmen would
purchase land from the owners. The law should alse stipulate o <iff penalty for herdsmen
carrying weapons while grazing. No Nigerian law has permitied any individual excepl law
enforcement agents whose duty grants him the right to carry gun.

Banching when established and managed will enhance security and curb cattle rostling,
Migratory herding of cattle should be outlawed in every part of Nigeria as a way of cutling
oul the atrocities of livestock farmers and by extensions grow the economy and entrench
national unity.

CONCLUSION

The challenges facing Nigeria as a developing economy are enormous. One of the most
difficult challenges is the insecurily palavar, There is the Boko Haram and its destructive and
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senseless killings especially in the north-cast Nigeria. The militant insurgency in the Niger
Drelta strieeling and agitating for resource conirol - in the process vanculize oil pipeline snd
gas facilities - father degrading the environment and driving the economy into doldrums. The
agitation for resurrected Republic of Biafim in the south-cast is tensed. In some states such as
Benue, Gombe, Nasarawa, Plateau, Bkitt Enugu. Tarsba are becoming killing fields far the
Fuiani herdsmen. There are incessand altacks on farmers, destruction of fiembnds and threat
of all kinds by these “blood thirsty” eartle herdsmen. All these constitute part of the national
insecurity, Tn farming producing states such as Benue, Nasiraws, Taraba, Plateau among
others msecurity, insecurity has cauvsed displacement of thousands of people from their
ancesiral homes; it has affeded the enrolment and scheol attendance in both primary and
secoitdary sehools. 11 has pitied the Fulan and other ethnic nationalities as enemies. This does
ot angur well for a federated state like Nigerin. These challenges need to be taken headlong
if Wigeria is to remain one entily.
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