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Abstract Gl :

It is a commonplace fact that due 1o fear and displacement of people either as a resull of conflicts,

physical violence, political persecution, war or other life threatening events in their home countries
there has been an mﬂm of Ic’ﬁlg(f(db in Lur opean. Union today. Smrfmg Jrom 1920°s after the First
World War till date, effective management of fassive influx of ¥ c/ugeev has remained a tough issue in
the international community. In search of sajcly and better lving wa;zdm da great number of refugees
have made perilous and life’ tlueatemng Journeys tlml lzave cost m(my their lives. Com‘equemly, the
study explored how massive influx of refugees from armed éonflict states zm_/nged on the ability of
European Union to effectively facilitate the safety, resettlement and relocation of refugees in the
region. To achieve this, Ex-post Facto research design was employed and qualitative-descriptive
method of analysis was adapted. Push-pull theory, was used as a theoretical framework of analysis.

Based on the findings, the lives and property of a great number of refugees have been lost due to
massive influx of refigees as well as poor management of the group by European Union member
states. The study therefore recommended that EU should be highly committed to building a single
asylum system on acceptance, reseltlement and integration of refugees, and also establishes safe and
legal means of migration. '
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Introduction

The conflict in Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq, Nigeria and others has continued unabated to generalc
high levels of human displacement. According to UNHCR (2015), in 2015 more than 80% of people
arriving in Burope by sea are from the world’s ten top refugee- producmg countries. Over 50% arc
from Syria, 15% [rom Afghanistan, 6% from Eritrea and 4% from Iraq — all countries in conflict or
crisis (Metcallc-Hough, 2015). From the start of the civil war in 2011 to September 2015, half of
Syria’s population of 23 million has been displaced, with at least 7.6 million displaced internally and 4
million refugees (UNHCR in Culbertson & Louay, 2015). According to United Nations (UN), over 12°
million people inside Syria are in need of humanitarian assistance and over four million have fled the
counfry, Ina similar condition, Iraqis too are facing a resurgence of violence and conflict, including in
relation (o so-called Islamic State: over four million Iraqis are currently displaced within and outside
the country”(Metcalfe-Hough, 2015). In Afghanistan, Somalia, South Sudan, the Central African
Republie, Mall, Nigeria and Eritréa, protracted conflicts and crises have threatened the lives. of
millions of ¢ivilians, forcing many to leave their home country in z,carch of better living standards, .
saloiy and securily It Buro“'ﬁe and els«.,where
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Regrettably, a great numbel of refugces have made the perilous journgy across the
Meditetratoatints Turope. As reposted by UNHER (2018), by 2015,.850,000.migiants crossed. from
Turkey:teuGresee through the Aegean and Dodecancse-seas.- The current. surge. ,mxgr@uon o the
Burdpiean Union (EU) tapidly became the largest and-most complex facing Europ
Wotld War (Metcalfe-Hough, 2015). In 2011, there were 290 905 asylam seekers, i) 313, 24
in 2013 there were 403,600, 595,530 were recorded in 2014 and 1,324,175 were repoﬂed m 2015
(British Refugee Council, 2016). Apparently, management of large inflows of n,ﬁlgees has remained a.
tough issuc confronting Europe Union, Faced with domestic pressures, several. states, have. taken
unilateral national policy actions to control their borders, either by erecting fenées or other physmal
obstacles or by reinforeing strict-border control checks as well ag anti-refugees, laws. ’I‘he trend: has
“been on hHow o protect thelf“barclers 1nstead of protecting refugees who are, seckmg mtcmatlonal
protection. -

‘ - According to (hc Intematlonal Ox gamsallon for Mlgration (IOM) (2015) over 3 100 pcoplc
‘have died ef route to Turope so-far in 2015, the vast majority on the perilous sea journey across. the
Mediterranéan from North ‘Africa or Turkey. Their journey to U is often characterized with danger.
At least 23,000 people are estimated (o have lost their lives (rying to reach Europe since 2000
‘(Amnesty International, 2014). Tronically, those who make it to the borders. of the Europcan Umon
*(BU) find that safety remains:beyond their grasp as they are caught in the state of limbo due to forther
hindrances they continue ‘to face in the migration process. This ugly situation spurred Sutherland
(2015) to lament succinctly that there is no reason (o require people seeking asylum to run a gamut of
desert crossings, abuse by smugglers, beatings, extortion, rape and exploitgtion; ~:or. to.have them
cxpeuence ‘(he trauma of watching their friends and family dic along the way.
ke Based on the situation, the study intends Lo explore how massive influx of refugecs from.
armed conflict states impinged on the ability of EU to ettcctlvely facﬂﬂate the satety, 1esetﬁement and
' rclocatlon of refugees in the re.gmn : , . R, o

Conceptual Clnriﬁcation/Revnew of Related therature

Refugee
“ According to-Article 1 (1\) Paragraph 2 of United Nallons Convcntlon of 1951 whlch reads
thus: Asa resull of events ocourring before 1 January 1951 and owing to.well- founded fear of being
persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a partlcular social group or
“political opinion, is out-side the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to- such fear, is
unwilling to avail himself of the: protection of that coutitey; or who, not having a nationality - and being
outside tlig dountry of his former habitual residence as.a result of such events, is:unable or, owing to
such fear, is unwilling to return to it  (United Nations Convention, 1951). In the same manner,
Amnesty International (2014) submitted that a refugee is a person who has fled from: their own country
* because they have a well-founded fear of persecution and their government; cannol or will nGt protect
them. As articulated by UNHCR, whole groups may be considered as. ‘prima facie’ refugees if
situations have arisen in which entire groups have been displaced under ¢ircumstances mdlcatmg that
members of the group: could be considered mdmdually as rcfugees >
"Mlgrants : : = 3 g
' A migrant, on the other hand, is someone who makes a consclous chmce to lcave his or her
“home country for a better quality oflife or for-economic gain, It is-a choice rather than a matter of life
and death. An irregular migrant is someone who lacks legal slatus in a transif or host country because
of unauthorized entry, breach of a condition of énitry or an cxpired visa. The word “migrant” describes
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a person who leaves home lo seek a new: htc in another reglon or country (Opc,n ’Soclety F oundatlon
2015). According to the socxety, the word is used broadly. It includes thos¢ who move through legal
channels~-to take a job in another countty or region, for instance, or to rejoin family members-—as
well as those who move across borders without a visa or govcmmem appxoval (The latter is often
'callcd 1rregulm or undocumcnted mi grmo n. :
kRESettlcment‘ of Rctugees : & % 54 - ¥ eI il
; Resettlement is the transfer of refugees from. an asylum country Lo 'mothw State that has
“agreed (o admit them and ultimately grant them permanent settlement.In other: words,: resettlement
involves the selection and (ransfer ofrefugees from a‘state in whichithey have sought pratection to:a
third state which has agreed to admit them, as refugees. The status provided ensures protection against
refoulement and provides the resettled refugee, ‘and his/her family or dependants, access to rights
“similar to those enjoyed by nationals, Reseltlement also includes the opportunity to eventually become
a naturalized ‘citizen ‘ofthef resettlement country (UNHCR Resettlement Handbook, 2011). In EU,
reseltlement means: the' movement of refugees from a country outside of the FU to an EU Member
“State - (l:uropean Resettlement” Network, 2016). Resettlement forms a core part of the external
dimension of Eumpean Umon dsylum polu,y, and a way of demomtxatmg EU solidarity with third
counmes : ; «
&
' Relocation of Refugees
According to Buropcan Resettlement Network (20135), relocationrefers tothe movement of
refugees-fiom one EU Member State to another. It is an intra-EU process, in which:Member States
“help another Member State to cope: with the pressure of hosting a relatively large refugee population
by agreeing to receive a number of them. Relocation is an expression of internal EU solidarity and
burden-sharing, particularly with those countm,s at the bordcrq of Europe that receive a high number
of refugees. U TP o L T
Causes of Global Refugee Inflows
' “Displacement is at an-all-time high, with nearly 60 million people displaced- woxldwulc, as a
result of persecution, conflict, generalized violence, or human rights violations (Danish Refugce
-Council, 2015). The world grapples with the current refugee and migrant crisis in Europe —in which
over 900,000 refugees and migrants have made perilous journeys over sea and across land. National
conflict and civil war usually produce large population displacement and its attendant refugee-flows
across national boundaries. Mass refugee flows: frequently .have adverse conscquences in the
international community. Moreover, civil violefice: ﬁa,quently extends across national b()lllldarl(,b as
' mtcmal’ conflicts are not ¢onstrained by borders: . : T B o
“Theré ate, at present, several ways to describe refugee caus.us, thc,y mcludc, three models whu:h
if mtegn‘med, summarize the causes of refugee-producing problems (Druke, 1987). Suhtke's model of
conflict si(uations pinpoints the following types of conflicts that may produce. refugees. She notes that
protracled warfare; international wars. and certain kinds of ethnic tension tend (o produce major
outflows, whereas conflicts such as ¢lite rivalry, coups, and governmental suppression of critics lead
to a (rickle of a few, highly politicized individuals (Suhrke, 1983). Beyer proposes thgsfollowing
categories of people: ‘ot ‘potential humdnitarian coneern: Convention refygees, vietims of civil strife,
conscientious -objectors; self-exiles, sVielims- of snatural: disastersi migrants: and perhaps persons
bulongmg o govemmentg iin uxﬂs Qf‘hbex atxon movemu\ts (chof 987)

a,

4
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Natmnal Armed C'onflicts and Refugee Crlsls 2
The armed insurgency against the Asad regime'features a complex mix of militant groups bound
by geographlc proximity, ideological affinity; kinship-tribal ties, or religious sentiment (Sharp &
Blanchard-f? 2013). According to: them,: there' are: hundfeds: and - perhaps over:a thousand different
,l;nga&es‘ 0 militias, and as the Syrian civil warshas dragged on,many of the most religiously extréme
’{grbuﬁﬁ ewed increasing foreign attention, With preliminary events related to the Arab Spring
B bac ground, in Sytia, the first-protests start'in March, 2011, in areas around Damask, the capital
cily, and in Dar’a, a town situated in-the southern part of the. country, near the border with Jordan. The
protesters are demanding the release of the political prisoners. and the reformation of the political
system (Henri, 2016). e stresses: that despite the peaceful nature of the profests, the governmental
forces resort (o harsh methods and used real atimunition: to suppress the demonstrations which have
already spread to other parts of the country. The Syrian conflict, which began with protests on January
26th 2011 and escalated into a consolidated uprising on March 15th, has become the bloodiest conflict
of the Arab Spring (Khashan, 2011). Military and opposition forces have suffcred over since the
)begmnmg of protests, violence; and army:involvement. . . -

; ‘A¢cording to- Humud, Blanchard-and Nikitin (2017), smce March 201 1 the confhct in Sym has
driven morté than 4,8 million Syrians inte:néighboring countries as refugees (out of a total populatlon
“of thor¢ than'22 million): More than‘6.3million other Syrians are internally displaced and are among
“more thah ‘13.5 million Syrians in:need of humanitarian assistance..In Syria conflict, systematm 7
“violations of human' rights and international-humanitarian law (IHL) ‘have been w1despread by all
parties; ineluding the Islamic State (The United Nations Qffice for the Goordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (UNOCHA); 2016)+Aceordingly, civilian protection.concerns: mclude mass execuuons
‘systematic rape and sexual: violence, torture, and.appalling treatment: of those in detenhon Lack of
access, food insecurity, health concerns: (lnjunes disease outbreaks, gerious mcd1cal condltlons and
“disabilities), inadequate shelter; and an economic recession. ooupled with. growmg poverl:y contribute
“to the vulherability of millions of civilians. As of December 2016,.an csumatcd 13.5. mllhon people
“inside Syria, more than half.the population, ‘were. in need of humamtarlan and profection assistance,
{mcludmg ‘6:-million children (UNOCTIA, 2016) .In addition, more. than 4.8 mllhon Syrlans hftve
registered as refugees abroad, wnth most- ﬂeemg to countries in the immediate surroundmg regxon as

: well as Burape.
In’a same vein, Jenkms (2015) posnted that the conﬂxct in Syrla lns produced mxlllons of
:1efugees on a scale close to that of Burope. durmg World War II. As long as_lhe ﬁghung continucs, as
it seems likely to, these refugees will not be able to go home, nor can so. many be absorbed by ‘the
“surrounding countries. They will remain an’international.burden and a source of reglonal 1nstab111ty
* To summarize, the conflicts in-Syria and. Iraq are ata stalemate and. sectarlan and ethmc dxvxslons arc
mereasmgly drlvmg lhem (Jonkms 2015) frof :
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U By Jammi y 2014 open f‘ ghtmg had br oken out. between tlze . 4 2 ot
© .+ forces of Jabhat al-Nusra (JAN), al Qaeda’s affiliate in ,Sfyrm,
“and those of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) o
~ral Qaeda’s former affiliate in Irag. ISIL is alsp. Called the
- Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (IS1S), or Daesh, (lt.s acronym
“in. Arabic, in which Syria is. referred to.as. “al-Sham’—
simply, “the North”). This..group, Avhzclz haa’ ulrea_dy
< demonstrated.that. it was el@arlyea rtsm&slm in the Jthadtst ;
firmament-and.a growing power on. the field in Syria, def ed
al Qaeda’s leadership; brutally killed. Sunnis who refused to
\
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" bow fo ils:interpretation iof. Islam mﬂocenl SIna}s whom rt
- viewed das ‘apostate, and any nonvMu,sIrms who rejected its
“version of -Sharia law; - and: ‘carried: out -indiscriminate . Bl donge it 3, 5
- bombings in Trag-that resulted inthousands of deaths..As its | <o
' acronyni indicates; ISIL intended to-dominate the region.and -
impose its ‘self-procldinied. caliphate .over -the territories of .
= Iraq and throughdiit: the Levant:Despite-its batllas-awith:JAN. - . -
and other rebel formationsin, Syria; ISIL was able-to-esaalqte it o,
ity opeérations in TraqicTeirovist and insurgent attacks-there;
~which had Zs‘féaﬁflj}’tdbchned since 2008, began.to rise in the
= suhmer of 201 1 (rs (}S jOIC'@.S' began to leave the countiy
4 (Jenkms* 2015)

: “. 1

.. The eruption of armed conﬂlct in Iraq in Ianuary 2014, zmd subsequent large-scale territorial
seizures by the Islanist: ‘hitfitant group calling itself Islamic State (IS); has displaced more than three
million’ Iraqis in thc space ol’18 months (Sveboda, Fenton: & Foley, 2015).-According to them, IhalfN :
“and interndtional NGOs; already in Iraq in sighificant numbers. supporting some 220,000 - Syrian
: refugees have struggled to cope with the speed and scale of the displacement. Nearly: two years into
‘the ‘crisis there is little sign of the displacemetil caseload reducing, and:with more military affensives
“on IS letritory planned the number of people neeéding humanitarian assistance —~currently estimated to
“be as many & eight million: (S8voboda et al; 2015). The situation has<continued: inabated. desprte
humanitarian crisis associated with ‘whole. scenario:The ﬁghtmg in Syrla and Iraq have continued on
) 'multrple f‘ronts, and the conflicts arc essenually at a stalemate..
: In ngena Boko Haram msurgency tias resulted in d1re humfrmlanan situation as evident in
f‘human casualties, human right abuses, population’ ‘displacement and refugee debaele, livelihood ¢risis,
““and public insecurity (Okoli, & Toriyer, 2014). Since its advent, the sectarian insurgency. has wrecked
"nnmense havoc in the’ country, especially by “using explosives and fircarms with gruesome,. fatal”
* consequerices. They observed that available -information suggests that:the number of internally
. displaced persons and refugees associaled with the insurgency has been enormous. Based on.a recent
~ United’ N'mons Humamtanan Comnils:ﬂon ‘on Refugee (UNHCR) report, no-fewer-than 5,000 people
have ‘been dlsplaccd in" the-North East i‘egro -of ‘Nigeria asia result .of the raging:insurgency
,(Adebowal , cited 'in° Okoli, & lortyer, 2014) Nigeria has a5 a result of Boko Haram; msurgency
_'_jcontrrbuted to° escalation of number of refugees. Today, it is-on record that internal. crisis in. the
countiy has fiot onily lead to the internal displacement of people but has tmcetully puahed ngerians
especially those in north out of the borders of the country.
Afghamstm in a similar manner has been subjected Lo a protracted and complex crisis lor aver

35 years with great huinanitarian distress as a direct consequence. The conflict has its historical roots
in the war against the Soviet Union since late 1970s during -which time Islamic extremism was not
only tolerated but promioted in Alghamstan and the region. Soviet withdrawal was followed by
devastating civil war- 097-9 6)"Wl’1ich eVentuﬁlly gave ‘way to: Taliban’s. appearance and rule over

most of the country uhfjt:200: ,!Cui‘rem msurgency ‘against the government of Afghanistan is largely

seen as fight for pohucal‘}goWer with some religious colouting. Khalid (2014) therefore averred that

mobilily has bcen a ﬁmﬂalﬁental coping’ and suvival: strategy:for Alghans overihe last 35 years. He

maintained that perha’ 3‘10“3 million Afghan,s —or:sbout one in hreérof-thespopulation ~has been a

refugee at least once ¢ urmg this: pehoa Tli‘l‘lhéb Khalid agserted that'more:than one in eight Afghans.
still lives outside lllﬂ:{)ﬂht& as’ refugb’és ufitbdumented mfgr{mfs, “61 a8 parl of the wider diaspora.

o e

o
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Within Af‘ghamstan, an estlmated 20 per cent of the popu]auon COITlpI'lSGS retumed refugees while
perhaps one i’ thn‘fy is intetnally dlsplaced i
For ‘mor¢ than a ‘year and- half; since the U S. and NA’l O handed hghtmg over to the Afghan
National* Sec‘.urlty Forces (ANSF); the Taliban has mounted and sustairied. its toughest military
' cam"algn in years, and the war has become bloodier than ever (Felbab, 2016). Despite the Taliban’s
- init difficulties, its military energy shows:no signs ‘of fizzling out. It has.been scoring impottant
’fgotlca and even’ strategic victories: ‘Felbab. (2016) -posits that rnisecurity has. increased significantly
throughout the counlry, civilian'deaths have shot up, and the Afghan security forces are taking large,
and potentlaliy unsustainable, casualties; while other ANSI deficiencies, including- retention and
support” functions persist. He further stated that significant portions. of Afghanistan’s “territory,
~ including the provincial capital of Kunduz or multiple districts of Helmand, have. fallen (at least
temporarily) to the Taliban over the past year and half. The conflicts contributed to increase of
internally displaced persons and refugees in the world today particularly in the European Union, ..
" On 26'Marchi 2015, an‘international coalition led by Saudi Arabia launched airstrikes against the
Houthi-armed group who had taken over the capital ‘Sana’a and forced the Yemeni Government into
exilé. What was meant to be-a short, sharp:campaign to stop the advance of the Houthis, and restore
President Al-Hadi to power, escalated rapidly into a full-blown armed conflict. Out of Yemen’s 26
million’ peoplé: 21.2: millioti are in need of some form of humanitarian assistance, mcludmg 14.4
million people struggling to"find enough food, of whom.7.6 million are severely food i insecure. 19.4
‘million people lack aceess to clean water and sanitation, -14.1 millfon lack. adequate healthcare, and at
Jeast 2.7 million are dlsplaced within Yemen or have fled to neighbouring countries.
7 Accotding to Jongberg (2016); the UN estimates that inore than 10-000 people have been killed
in the conflict, 4 000 of them civilians. The majority of deaths have been caused by air-strikes led by
~Sdudi Arabia, Accox’dmg to the- htest statxstlos issued by the- European Comlmssxon s DG ECHO, (he
‘ humamtanan situation is eritical:
. “212 mllhon people are in need of humamtanan asmstance - that represents 82 % of the
population of Yeten; i : :
14.1 million people need basic health care;
14.1 million people afe in need of foad aid; :
7 million face emergency level food msecunty (famme)
\ 2 mllhon peOple have been lntemally di”spl'ioed beeause of the conflict:.

" In a the same armed conflicts situation, the Somalta crisis should be. underslood as.a complex
and protracted crisis which includes corruption, ‘hunger, conflict and ¢ycli¢al natural disasters which
1mpact"tend_“".’to hecome aggravated due to difficult"access for humanitarian -actors. Somalia suffers
hronic ffagihty ‘of state Institutions as a result of two decades of civil-war and large: ‘parts of
""‘;the south: ceftral areas are oontrollod by the Islamist Al- Shabaab group fuﬂher oomphoatmg
humamtanan access.

. ‘Somalia is rankcd first in the 2016 fragllc states index. Ao<:ordmg tothe UN out of 12 mxlhon
mehabnants, five million are food insccure and in need of humanitarian assistance. 300, 000 children
are acutely undernoutished aid 1.1 million Somalis are’ mtemﬂlly displaced, under constant threat of
. 1nsecunty and mmed coriﬂlct Bﬂsw pubhc Servwes suéh as‘haalth care and education are. pracncally
~ non-existent. Poor access to liealth services, w’itér and- sanitation. constitutes a public health threat.
 Only 45% of children’ auend prlimry school (F uropean Clvﬂ Pnotectlon and Humanllarlan Aid
Operﬂtxons (EC‘HO) 2()16) B AE, AL :
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lhe 1mpllcat10n of tlns ugly srluatmn is that pcoplc, are most hkely to mlgrate from therr homcs
to other parts of the world: for survival,-and this has been. the case:in the Somali, armcd ConﬂlCt and
protracted hunger The- snuatmn hns thcrefore added to global reﬁlgaes since the bcgmmng of crisis in
the country i SRR 2ok = S

~ Literature reviewed show that there are exustmg andgprguacted con[hcts in_various countncr;
particularly in:the Middle East and Aftica respectively. Thesl gdygkqgncux; with. the. ObserV'itlon and
position ‘of the existing literature, but questions the inability of the- I;tgl;g‘;ure to,g.yatemmcally provide
‘a direct linkage between the discussed national armed confliets and,gurrent refugee crisis. in European
-Union. This could be.as a result of ovelslght ora dLlle[atG neglect ol the spill-overs, Qf }i e conﬂmts
’lhrs study thereiow pon.ed to closc the g‘ip P i -

B wr»- Farioa

S Vel -
2

Theoretical Annlysrs < ' | :

“Push-pull theory” was adoptu1 in the study. Push-pull theory propoundud by Lcc: drvrdeb
factors' cauqmg mlbratxon ihto:two groups of factors: Push and pull factors. According to Lee, push
faclors are those factors which' ‘forcefully’-push people into migration such as unemployment, natulal
calamities, death threat, fear -of political -persecution, desertification, famine .or drought, poverty,
‘inequality, conflicts et¢. According to Lee’s theory these factors constitute the push factors that, make
“people migrate. According to him; the reason why people migrate is due to. relationship between push
and pull-factors.- Push-and pull factors are forces that.can either induce.people to move to a new
location or oblige them to leave old residence. The pull factors include real and perceived economic,
“social and-educational opporfunities in the intending place to be migrated. Lee argued that pull factors
as mentionied above make people to migrate from pne country to another. -

Conflicts, physical violence, ¢risis eto (pllbh factors) in -Syria, Afghanrstan Iraq and other
nations in the third world have forced many out of their countries of origin and pushing them fo
*Europe Uiiion countries where the refugees:believe: to be provided. with refuge:or sanctuary (pull
lactors) Or where they can cujoy bettel hvmg standai ds, socra]ly and economically. .

e

m...v«- L

Natmnal Armcd Contflicts and Management of Refugees 1 ﬁi*“:urope,an Union

Massivc Inﬂux of Refugees in European Umon Member States
The conflicts, violence and human rxghts violations in countries of origin of the relugees have
~been’ a key factor responsible for the surge in irregular migration to Europe. It has been argued that
there is'no.holistic and well-coordinated approach adopted by international communlty to end the
~Syria-conflict and no clear international strategy for addressing the related conflict in Imq as weH
"~ Stability:is absent in Afghanistan despite years of international mtcrvenuon International mstxtuuom
-~ such-as United Nations scem to be-out of ideas on how to end &he du,ades long conflict vrr{quly all
the conflict-ridden and war-torn countries in the developing nations. Policy npproach(,s adopted to
address the: ehroficpoverty, inequality, weak. governance, protracted conflicts, violence and climate
- and environimental:ohanges that constitute ‘push’ factors in many developing countries have nlso been
“inadequate.“The practical-challenge presented by the sheer scale of the push factors should not be
~underestimated; Manygme undertaking hazardous journeys across the Mediter rancan to reach the BU,
- often resorting+10 ‘using: smugglers. -According. to Metcalfe-Hough (201’5) the \zoiume of” peoplu
moving; the diversity:of their. profiles, goyntries )ofequgm ang. ?v;.une,rabumgq *;nd [he; dymnnc natuie
of their routes of entry and the clandesftti®means they oflen use all pr esqnt an muredrbly complex and
demanding situation. For Italy, Greece, Croatia and Hungary -~ the EU countries on the frontline — the
volume and speed of the influx has simply overwhelimed their asylum systems at a time when their
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economies are particularly weak. As above report has it that in 2015, over 1 million peoplc -
refugees, dmplam.d persons and other migrants — have made (heir way (o the BU, either escaping
conflict in-their country and in search of better economic- prospects. While the numbers have,
shown a decreasing trend in 2016, by June around 156 000 people have reached Europe (UNHCR,
2016). The refugee inflows in EU-are as a result: of conflicts; generalized violence, war etc in some
- countries of the tlurd world pqmcularly in the Middle Fast.

Table 1: 28 EU. countues that received appllcatlons from asylum seckers

S/N State Nugﬁfﬁ&ﬂ:‘sﬁ“@ Pe’rcenfagg
1 ‘Aus'lria 85505 1 6.61%

2 Belgium 38990 3%

3 Bulgaria 20165 1.5%

4 ECroaiia 140 | 0.01%

5 Cyprus 2105 0.1%

6 _Czech Republj 1235 - ' :0'09%

7 Denmark | 20825 1.6%

8 sronia | 2270 0.2%

9 Finla;} 5 2150 2.4%

10 France” 70570 | 5.4%

1 Gormany | 441800 34.2%

12 —_ 11370 08%
i % Hungary 110499 8.5%

14 Ireland | 327Q 0.2%

15 faly 83245 6.4%

16 Latvia 330 0.02%
7 Lithuania 275 0.02%
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B Luxembourg 2300 0.1% s e
L T
el 1 3.39% e
20 Netherlands 43035 3.3%: T
21 [)Oland ; 1'0255 » ek 3 0.7% i T é}"%[»; :
’ 0, SR B
22 Portugal B ot - o 006}6 i ‘ 1 .
?3: : Romania 1225 : ; 0.09% :
24 Bidvikia " 27Q~ ~ L 0.02%-
= ﬁSloiJenia’ 204 . Ry
26 S g 14600 ~ 1.1%
pain ]
27 : - 156110 12.08%
) Sweden -
N , 2.9%
28 United Kingdd ',383‘70 : ; |
“Total f2et09 0 lwew =

—
S -

Source: Constructed by the author from data derived from the Eurostat Database, 2016

_ In as much as many countries’ nationals are involved in migration, there are 10 main
countrics that produced migrants, asylum seekers or refugees as indicated in the chart below. As
indicated -below Syria has the highest number of asylum seekers or refugees, followed by -
Afghanistan, and Iraq as the third producer of refugees. This status-could be as a result of violent
wars, political conflicts and social unrest in the first three countries shiown in the chart below.
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- Top 10-origins of people -applying for asytum in the EU
First-time applicationsg in 2018, in thousands - T Y
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- Adghanistan w
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Figure 1: Top 10 0figim of Deoplé applYi11g for asylum in the EU

EU Member Stdtes and the l“fu:lhtatmn of the Safetv, Resettlement and Relocatlon of
Refugees ¥

Safety of Reéfugees in EU : i :
© " The majority of nﬂgrants headed for Iuropean Union; pmmphng a crigis that the navy; coast
_ guaui and beleaguered immigr ation [acilities were struggling to handle (BBC News, 2014). Accordinyg
“to BBC, | many thousands of othus have risked their lives his year, fleeing conflict and instability-in.
Africa “md thic Middle East, m small, often decrepit vessels in an attempt (o reach Furopean teiritories.
Death in the Mediterranéan in desperate attempls‘to reach safety in Burope has become a reeurrent
hotror of our times (Guild, Costello; Garlick & Moreno-Lax, 2015):. According to them, in parallel,
several studies reveal that, until the 1990s, there were rclatlvely few drowning of migrants at sca,
“suggesting that the introduction of mandatory visas, carricr sanctions, and other border control
"measufu§ Qstabhsh the conditions under which people engage in irregulat, unsafé journeys, ofien
' usmg the :;n,rvmeq of smugglurb It has been argu«,d that this'scenario is as-a result of-Dublin system
which has introdiced sringént procedures for refugee applications. The Dublin Regulation establishes
the Mcmber States responsible for the examination of the asylum application. The criteria [or
establishing responsibility run, in hierarchical order, from family considerations, to recent possession
of visa or residence permit in a Member State, to whether the apphcant hab cntened EU uregularly, or
" regularly (European Commission, 2016),
According to the TOM (2016) more than 3,770 migranis. were’ ruported to have dled {rying to

crass the Mediterranean in 2015. Most died on crossing from norfth-Alfrica to Ialy, and more than 800
died in the Aegean crossing from Turkey to Greece. The summer months are usually when most
 fatalitics occur as it is the busiest time for migrants altempting to reach Burope. But in 2015; the
“deadliest month for migrants as shown in the chart'below, was April, which saw a boat carrying about
1, 200 peoplg capsized i in the sea off leya 0verorowd1ng is thought to- havc been one of the rcasons
‘For thc dlS"t‘-‘.tel‘ ' i :
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IOM (2016) reports an estimated 204,311 migrants+ and refugees: entered Europe by. sea in
2016 through 30 May, arriving in Italy, Greece, Cyprus and Spain.

" 1Jan-29May2016
~(31:1.;11h'} ‘Arrivals . Deaﬂu

TP v =

376 (Eastem Méd route)

haly 6856 | 201 (Central Medrouts) B
. ree {6 (WestemMed and Western 15

_ o f}fncan r_putes)
— B W _M,,,‘.. -
2 Rt s
*As of 31 Masch 2016
- ¥ JanDec 2015

Source: IOM Repor, 2016

According to IOM (2016) one of lhe reasons behind (he increase in ‘migrant deaths is Jinked
to the exceptional flow of arrivals and the high number of migrants. Tfurther, in that period, the
shipwrecks involved bigger vessels with hundreds of people on board, unlike the usual dinghics that

can carry only approximately up to a hundred. As a result those few accldcntq like the shipwreck that
claimed the lives of 500 migrants and a similar accident lebultmg in 250 wcums added to the dcadly
total of 3,000 being reached much carlicr than in previous years. This ineans that for the third str aight
year IOM report migration fatalities of at least 3,000 men, women and children on these dangelous sea
routes. Apart from death, it has been reported that more than:10 000 children — some as young as eight

~ have dlsappcared after being registered as incoming mlgmnls or refugees in Europe. Most are ncver
heard from again. Furopean Union procedures which arc supposed to help care for the kids might
make them run (Buropol, 2016). “Despite the constant and increased patrolling of the Mediterrancan,
it has ‘proved extremely difficult to rcduce the number of victims Lspecmlly in Greece and [taly
respectively.

Rcscﬂlcmcnt of Rcfugecs in European Union

The importance of effective resettlement of refugees is mostly imper auve as to reduce the
incentives for irregular migration and protecting migrants from exploitation by smuggling networks
- and dangerous journeys to reach Europe Union nations, and to ensure that the dignity of refugees is
restored thiougl effective. international protection of their rights as contained in. the 1951
convention. Therefore, reseftlement of people seeking international profection is the responsibility of
international commumty; Aceording (0 international law it is (he rlght of refugees to be treated .with
dignity. BEU has an obligation to: cnsure’ that {Ahe. reseltlement of. refugees is guaranlucd without
altempting to shift responsibilities. IIowevcr, it has been observed thit many nations in EU have failed
o abxdc by thls m(um'umml obligation as contained in’ Article 34 of 1951 Convcntlon which states

1
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that thc Conlraclmg Statcs shall as far as possxblc I‘amhtate the ass1m11at10n and naturahzatlon 0[

FaEILAbEA] O

n,fugees

A TE AN ,,'

= Tl:e total numbu 0/ mdtwduals that European countriés have :
.. committed to resetile with UNHCR's assistance under. their -
_ annual resetrlement pr ogmmmes ‘in 2014 is approxzma(eiy -

7,525 persons. In 2013, Europe recewed 6,468 refugees with - ¥
UNHCR’s assistance. In the same year, the United States - R G
“resettled 47,875 refugees, Australia 11,117 refugees and o e
‘Canada 5,140 refugees. Despite the facl that an increasing Al
| number ‘of Member States that” have participated in
" resettlement in recent years Europe’s contribution to glnl)al :
reseltlement has :emamed approxlmately the same - 7.9 per - oo Y

SRy . cent of the total number of refi ugees resettled in 2007 and 9 ° -l
S pei', cent in 2013. So while ‘Europe “has created more i
. reseltlement places, the rate of their creation has not kept

' pace with that of other resettlement countries around the

‘wor. Id (European Revettlement Netwo; k 201 6)

Asylum seckers contmue to make the risky sea Journey from Turkey to hé Greek: lslands It
has been observed that many EU member states hardly use resettlement at all. Till date few member
states have adhered (o the BU resettlement and relocation mechanisms. As of April 2016, they have
coElecnvely fulfilled only 15 percent of the Europcan Resettlement Scheni¢ and less than 1 percent of
the European Relocation Plan (News Deeply (Refugee Deeply), 2016): Based on the EU-Turkey deal
of resettlements of re[‘ugccs which is predlcated on on¢ in, one out agreement, 177 Sytians have been
resettled from Turkcy to LU countries such as Lithuania -5, Tinland =11, Netherlands — 52, Germany
-'54,and 'chdcn — 55 (European Commission, 2016). According to the commission, another. 723
people are awaltmg transfer to ‘U countries under the scheme. The UNHCR says there are 2,748,367
regislercd S‘yrian letugees in T urkuy Fewer than 400 people have been returned to Turkey from
Greece, while some 46,000 pcople await asylum decisions in Turkey. Based on the current scenario, in
2015, the Head of the UN rcfugec agency, UNHCR, has urged European leaders to set up.a "massive”
- refugee resettlement programme (BBC News, 2015). The current global economic problems and
secuuty challenges have been attributed as major factors that constrain EU member states to really
take up thc challmgc in terms of responsibility sharing. Katsiaficas (2015) has therefore posited that
long—r’ulu;ung economic crisis is a significant chalfenge to expanded resettlement, as the BU and
member sl*ﬂ@s havc been facmg budget cuts. State capacity to provide rcceptlon and integration
services are strained. Accoxdmg (o him, some Member Stales, such as the UK, have said that they are
wamng for the economy Lo improve before increasing rescitlement achvmes. :

v»._,,“’.;

Relocation of Refugees in LU

With 937 asylum applicants relocated from Greece and Italy as of 15 March, 2010, the pace of
transfers is unsauslactmy, even if there are now ihe first’ 31gns of a more positive trend (European
Commission, 2016). Accordmg to l,he Coml'ﬂlSSlOll ‘the cxp‘cmnce ‘where 287 people were relocated
swiftly (including 241 {rom Grcece) shows (hat r’ulocathn ‘can work [aster if BU member states are
truly committed. Accordingly, the lack of polltlcal ‘will among Member States has been the most
nnportant factor in slowmg down the process. 'lhls has lr'mslatcd into a lumu,d numbe1 of relocation
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pledges or lengthy response time — Jeopardlsmg the ablhty ot the programmc to bccome an 'ﬂlcmatwe
to dangerous and irregular routes (Buropean Commission, 2016). Intra-EU relocation is far to' be
achieved consequent upon the fact that EU quota system has remained unattainable. The
disproportionate refugee acceptance and, protccuon among in EU 'md member states is visibly obvious
from all indications. Regrettably, many nations of EU have decxdgd to shy away from the ‘public bad’

which LU is currently faced with. Nations like Germany, Swedcn, Am.lna, hance Netherlands, UK
and Italy have been on the front burner with certain [lﬁ‘lll‘r’lllOllS More nce(l 10, be done in terms of
resettlement of refugee in Turkey and other North African countrics as wel] as !ocatlon of refugees in
Greece and Italy respectively.

Due to lack of political will as a result of smam [actors in EU member states the number of
states in the region which have taken adequate sleps in taking part in the burden sharing has remained
low in terms of offering refugees the assistance nceded to cnsure (heir safely, rescitlement and
relocation. The table below. shows only 6. U countries that have distinguished themselves out of 28
EU members in relation (o accepling and granting of refugec status to asylum scekers, provision of
subsidiary protection and offering humanitarian admission. This is an indication that many EU
countries have really not (aken adequate action to demonstrate that they have moral and legal
obligation to grant protection to people who attempt to escape from war, conflict, political persecution,
general violence etc. Obviously, many EU countrics have engaged in certain activities that represent a

“humanitarian catastrophe of cnor mous pmporuons

Conclusion =,

The current influx of u,fugees as well as refugee crisis in Furope has invariably led to
humanitarian crisis in the Buropean Union. Arguably, ineffeciive management of refugces in the
region has ealled for a serious concern considering the manner in which Emopmu Union has failed to
ensure fair distribution of refugees to BU member states. T his is evidenced based on the manner in
which EU member states have. rc,ac.ted negatively, and have therefore breached international iefugec
prolection law. For instance, nations like Hungary, Bulgaud cle have not only {louted the provision of
United Nations 1951 Convention but have demonstrated high level of xenophobic tendencies towards
refugees. The cause of all the non- comphance of most BU members on quota system' is- mostly
perceived to be caused by lack of common asylum system in EU as well as inability of EU to compel
its members to obey asylum legislation. This has largely provided a strong k,vemgc to most LU
members that have become ‘free riders” as regards to taking collective respomlblhly in managing
refugees in the region. However, it was identificd that armed conflicts that occurred ' in some countrics
such as Syria, Afghanistan, Yemen, Irag, Somalia ete caused influx of refugees in the region which
therefore constituted a great facfor that contributed to refugec crisis as well as catastrophic
humanitarian crisis. The implication of this was that the safety, relocation and resettlement of asylum
seeker were jeopardized to the extent that the good number of refugees lost thun hvm. in the process. of
seeking mtemﬂtlondl protccuon :

Recommendations : | ;
EU national govemmcnts dI'L- not workmg together dmpnte havmg ﬂlready reaclied ag;eemcnts
in a number of areas; and, country aﬂcr coumry unpoqmg néw bordef‘ rcslrlcnons mconsnstem

slandards There are stark dltter(,nccs among ‘member mu,b in tlm Ieguhhon and level of comphance
with EU Directives on asylum. As a resnlt, people scekmg asylum tend (o apply to states they consider
to have more favourable policies. Based on this, the European Commission has proposed an EU
Resettlement Iramework to establish a common BEuropean policy on resettlement to ensure orderly
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and qafgpat}lwayb to Eumpc for persons in necd of mteri}atlonal l prﬁ!ﬁfﬁ% Therefore the present
sludy proposés {he foﬂowmg lbbﬂllllllbndatl()nS' AR 2

1. “Therc is.anurgent need to adopt and lmplemenl a common asylumssysigl oni acceptance
msettlemmt and integration of refugees-to avoid reoccurrence of refugee crisis as. Awollasumaniianan
problems-in future. We belicve that EU should be highly committed to building.a smgl»,xawluma”ﬁﬁ
migration systein that establishes safe and legal means of migration. This rcqulres a:strong political
will to recognize that cx1stm$ appmaches to migration have cnealcd lacunas in thc systcm leading to
h;!urc and crisis. '

2 The UN is ideally phcul to Bblabll“sh a mechamsm for lIltLl‘I’lﬂthl‘l’ll engagcmcnt c001d1mt10n
and coherence to address the.root causes of crisis in the crisis ridden-statcs and internal problems that
~ make people flee their countries. This is necessary at this point in order to design appropriate
" interventions targeted at weak and fragile states. In this regard, UN in collaboration with great powers
such as United States of America, Russia, The Great Britain etc, should. lay aside ideological
sentiments and be more proactive and resolute on how (o intervene in internal national conflict issues
that can jeopardize the lives of the people and peace of international community.
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