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This paper investigated rural-urban differentials in the role of Christian religious
organisations in Communily Development Programmes (CDPs) in Cross River State.
Adopting the survey method, 150 churches were selected from 6 Tocal government
Areas, comprising 3 urban and 3 rural communities across the 3 senatovial disiricis of
~ Cyoss River State. Questionnaire “was used to generate primavy data, and descriptive
statistics was. employed for data analysis.” Using the exchange theory as the basic
Jiamework for analysis, the study found that more rural thon. urban churches do not
have autonony, thus could serve as a hindrance to initinting and implementing -CDPs
in the study area. Result also shows thai membership taxonowmy of the church could
hinder the goal of CPs in terms of members’ financing and pariicipation in CDPs in
the area. The church has the capacity to pramote sustainable livelihood, guarenty
social order, spur development, enhance the social functioning of individuals, serve as
agent of ehange, and bring about increased organized commitment and participation
in community development activities. It is recommended that the local church should
see community development programmes as part and parcel of their ministry. '

Keywords: rural-urban differentials, Chyistian religious ovganisations, chuarch
autonomy, development progranunes : : '

Iniroduciion :

Tlie general. iniclination of tural based: churches to bt conservative: rather than
dynamic and change-oriented widerlics the need to investigato theiv gencral
contributions to.community devclopment (likong, 1983). Despite the: fact that
people, their needs and potentials for growih (both econoinic and personal).are
central to the developmental process, religion emphasizes serviees to mankind
atid love for fellow men; the churches have a superior opportunity. 0" be
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initiators and sponsors of commuaity developmeni prograiniies because they
arc not only custodians of the iradition that would inake lifc more abundant,
but they arc located everywhere; yet, a number of church organizations have
tended to shy away fiom involvement in the community development proccss.
As Rubin and Rubin (2001) observed, cominunity development ocenrs
when people strengthen the bonds within their neighborhoods, build soeial

nciworks and form their own organizations to provide a long teii capaciiy for

problein solving, Community members who have the capacily to do somcthing
to cnhanee their quality of life ave 1}oxtiaycd as having the ability to thiuk, to
decide, to plan, aud to take action in deicrmining their lives. Therefore, in any
communily development programme both econoiic and individual growth
must be given cqual attention so as to eisuie that the process of conmuunity
development achieves its due balance of continuiiy and sustainability. Rubiu
and Rubin’s definition clearly points out the place -of corporate social
responsibility through people oriented programies almcd at developing them
aind not just phymml projects.
The sole aiin of any community development initiative as extant literature
(Udensi, Udoh, Daasi & Igbara, 2012; Bassey, Udensi, Iaast & Igbara, 2013;
- Akpomuvic, 2010) has noted should be geared towards biinging about change
in the lives of people with the aim of enhauncing their livelihood and socictal
developinent. 'These with the above position will help the pariicipants to
achicve a more meaningful existcince, become more responsible to an
cxpanding  coiwiion -good, morc responsive to human needs and more
competent fo live harmoniously with ncighbours. This can be achiéved if
churches are fully involved and atc in active padiicipation in the physical and
infrastructural development activities in their host communitics.
The main thiust of this papor is to investigate rural and urban differentials
m the role of Christian religious organisations in cormmmity development

programmes in Cross River Statc. Specifically, the paper identificd rural and -

nrban based Chyistian religious churches in Cross River State by studying their
chagacteristics; investigating  specific  comnunity  development  activities
videriaken by these chuiches in the past 20 years; and identifying the problems
responsible for lack of significant contiibutions to community development by
churches i rural and wban centexs in Cross River Staie.

Literature Review

Viterature on rural commumity developincit cinphasizes the imporiance of
citizen pariicipation as a incans of strengihening comunmities (Vlora, Yloia &
Key, 2004). Advocaics and piactitioners of ural community development also
believe that eitizens should be meaningfully involved in communiiy decision-
mwakiug (Coe, 1990). Yor development o oceur there is need for a pieater
patiicipation of local people and e ¢lurch in development pracesses that will
change the nature sud divection of development intervention as woll ag rosult in

a iype-of developiment that will have local people’s suppori sud recogiition —

(CASSAD, 1992). With many developing counities facing incieasing fiscal



consfraints many of the roral communities ave gaining less attention from
goveinment, ‘hcns(; the need for thc, residents to- inobilize themselves for the
task of commumniiy dcvclopment

Various studies have cxamined the problems and the vole of chmrhcs in
community developiment and provided the framework on which churches can
help improve its host cominunity (Fkong, 2010; Dicyer, 2004; , Elint, Atkingon
~and, Kearns, 2002; McRoberis, 2001 and Ekong, 1983)..Lkong {1983). for
instance mvcstlgated the chavacicristics of tural based religions organizations
it six loeal government-aveas of south=western Nigeria, and their coniributions:
to thie development of the iival areas in which they are located. Findings from
the study revealed, among other things, that lack of wmoney, scaniy
membership, and competitionr for membeiship constitnied their most fmportant
problems. Also, the establishment of  schools. appeared 10 be the. major
contiibution of the organizations to the development of the areas in which they
arc located.

Another siudy by Dicyer (?004) which was mollvawd by the plCimsc that
the church, with its powerful resources and infrastructme, could be an
imporiant partoer and role player in existing development strategics and
iitiatives in especially the ural aress. The study afined not only to illuminate
the unique role the church can play in sustainable developinent, but, more
importautly, to inspire it to rise to the challenge of actual pariicipation. It was.
therefore concluded in the study that paiicipation by the church could
- contribute to the cffective development of especially the rural people, thereby
allowing for a morc integiated, community-centered approach. The forepoing
cxposes qualities of the church svhich ave viial to commumiy developinent
which is the focus of this investigation. .

Churches arc often well placed to play a pdlt in the huge task of
cominuility developmeni. Unlike other voluntary agencies, they are in many
cases stronger in the ruval arcas than in the citics. 'The rural based chucch,
especially the onc cstablished by missionaties, often locates theiv headquaricrs
in that local arca. This ensures close contact with the people, and can therefore
help in ovcxcommg the many problems in promoting eormmunity developinent
which arisc from difficultics in communication. Churches are primary meeting
locations for communitics, providing siics of *sociability’ and ‘redemption” for
local people (Tadd, 1998; Ammerman, 2000; Spain, 2001) and civic
asgociations that cncourage large numbcls of c;tx?em to pariicipate in an amay
of social activitics (Ammceiinan, 1996).

Tl‘:emehcalhamewm k :

This paper is auchored on the exchange theory as the theoretical flamcwoxk for
analyzing data on the coniributions of uiban and rural based churches fo
cominunity deveclopment. The major proponents of cxchange theory arc
George Iomans and Peter Blau. According to Charles (2010), exchange theory
& often scen as deduetive in orientstion because it involves propositions which
gmde seasoning and research. The propositions comprise statements of a
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relationship which assumes that if condition “I3” must take place, then situaiion
“A* must prevail. A fondameital question which exchange theory seeks to ask
is the ‘Quid pro quo’ - somcthing given as compensation. That is, in a situation
of cxchaiige, onc has to ask “what will I gain from this juteraction or
fransaction?” The iimplied gain or loss is quickly calculaied albeit, mentally
- before an actor engages in any interaciion. This is not suiprising becausc the
woild has beeome not only materialistic but also sentimental. Gratification is
the keyword in exchange theory because nobody wants to go into a relationship
he expects to suffer materially or cmotionally. Yverybody, as an individual
actor, is driven by a profit motive to go fito a relationship that involves an
exchange (Charles; 2010).

Chuiches as well as its host community (which inost oficn comprisc of
mienitbers of these churches) are actively engaged in finding the answer to the
question “what will I gain froin this intcraction or iransaciion?” Au important
purpose of most Christian religious organisations i planning and carrying out
cominumiiy development projects or programs is to fulfill its evangelism
function. "Fhe developiment projects also scrve as welfare prograiins to its
members whe arc also menibers of the community where it is based. But when
this prrposc is dovinait, the aim of communiiy development by the church is
therefore dofeated. Yor an cxchange to take place, it is assuined that every actor
is a fiee being and is not under any obligation to fo into the fransaction. This
means thai the actor hias the choice to enter into or to vefuse to eater into any
exchange. There is therefore a sirong elennent of voluntary action and frecdom
in taking a decision. No one is under pressure to enter juto a relationship of any
sort. This shows the various approaches the chuich cngages to atiract its
meiitbers. This was the method used by the carly missionacies who were able
to converi community membem by the pmvnsmn of sohools hospltals and
otheir aiticrnitics. :

In exchange theory, it is assumed that each person is uwinique and is
motivated by selfish interest to go dito an intoraction in order to get what he
wanis. A finding in a study by Fkong (1988) on Rural Bascd Religious
Organization and Rural Conmmuity Development revealed that the sick
constituted the sccond largest category of membership. This is a elcar evidence
of the extent to which sclf-interest motivates people to go into interaction and
transuction. Reciprocity therefore enhances cxchange in the society and
sustains the relationship (Charles, 2010). If the chureh gains more and more
membership  through the corporate social responsibility (CSR) programs it
gives to its host community, theii the el atinmhip"will' be sustained and could
likely-jucrease in (llmensmn mtmsity and regularity. - ' '

Materials and Metlmdﬁ ' * -
“Cross River State is a coastal stat¢-in-South Fasterir Nigeria, nalned after the

river, which passes through the state. Y.ocated in the Niger Delta, Cross River
- State occupies 20,156 squace kilomcters: It shares boundavies with Benue State

to the north, ¥nugu and Abia States to the west, to the casi by Camcroon



Republic and to the south by Akwa-lbomn. It comprises 18 Local Governiment
Arcas witll Calabar as its capital. Its imajor towns arc Akamkpa, Biase, Calabar
South, lkem, Obubra, Odukpani, Ogoja, Ugep, Obudu, Obanlika and
Akpabuya. : / R

I this study, the Survey Mothod was-adopted. According to Wiminer and
Dominick (2000) and Nwagbara (2003) surveys describe cuitent conditions or
attitudes as well as explain the reason {or ceriain existing sitvations. The
survey was cairied out through the administiation of questionmaire on the
sclected church leaders and workers in the sindy arca. The population of study
compriscs members of urban and rural based churches. The chuiches were
identified in terms of ideology (that is their vision and mission statciment,
belief, and doctine). Also, the officeis involved in the day to day
administration of the churches including Bishops, Reverends, Pastors,
Vvangelists, Prophots, workers and other church adminisirators in the aea.

The sample comprised 150 churches in Cross River State sclected through
a multi stage sampling procedure. Fivstly, simple random sampling techoique
(through balloting method) was used to seclect 6 Pocal Government Avcas
(J.GAs) - - Calabar municipal, Akpabuyo, lkom, Boki, Ogoja and Obanliku
LGAs. Secondly, the churches for the siudy were purposively considered.
Finally, the sample size of 150 chwches was selected for this sindy. Data were
analyzed using descriptive statistics.

Resulis and Discussions” . _ :
Table 1 shows the characicristics of chuirches in the urban and ruial aveas of the
study area. Rural bascd churches had more full-time preachers than urban
churches. ‘Table 1. further revealed that rural chuech membership constilute
individual with poor low jucome as comparcd to the urban church, This result
supports the general inclination (Ykong, 2010; hejiamaizu, 2002) fhat rural
areas arc poveily prone as compared o urban arcas.

Table 1: Characteristics of Selected Chureh (lefiﬂ)

— . R Urban | Rural

Chmactcn istics No. | % No Yo

[ Vreacher’s appointinent cateyof y -

Full-time _ o 26 34.9 62 . 82.7

| Pait-tine ' 49 65.3 13 17.3

 Tncome r ange of chur ch mernbership ' _ ) o

l’mwmgeauwls 21 28 B 49 65.3

Middle income carnets 37 193 | 20 | 267

Illgh income earners o 17 | 227 6 | 8

Chureh cate categor ization

Pentecostal | 60 80 22 80
| Orihodox 15 ] 20 | 53 20
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“Table 1:also:show: that:more orthodox churches than Pentecostal ehuirches weré
located:in-the-rural areas, than in the urban ared; This-finding furthei probe the
fact that more churches had existed.above 20 years in the rural dreas than in‘the

~ urban’.centers.: Generally;. the forogoing chardeteristics” of Christian religious
organisations will sct the:pefspective for.a broadet-insight into'andlyzing what -
roles:the:church:can- play in- commumty &evelopmem progr‘ammés in Cross :
River State,» &+ = TR A S S S

Types of Memberslnp of Clzrlstum Religiom' Orgmnsarmns R
Table:2 shows. thc typ& of: membershlp of Cﬁrlsﬁan rehgmas 01 gamsatlons 1n
the.study:area:- S ; : _ :

Tablez Type:: of : Church::! memb"ership wof =¢-~Gh‘ri'stian " féligiohsf :

orgamsations 1n Cross Rwer State w0 s
:'Iypes of Membership " :* 7o b Wrbag: Rueal o
] N Ll Ny e d:‘r-: EERIES AP
Those that need spiritval assistance 44 | 587 34 1.453
Traders ) 7 03 5.f 68 o ciai
Pammers . - L) 9; o120 10267 |0 347 I T
Students .o I O D T e e
_Civil Servanls .. 5] 67<1-3..] 4.}
_'Poht;cmns e P e T e T e
otal oy o e e D 181000 075 | 1000 |

The data in Table 2 show that those that nced spiritual assistance were highest -
in both urban and rural ‘¢hurchies; Whll(.‘- other:calegories ‘according fo data i
Table 24nélude: Farmers-which came second; but was pr ominent in rura 1. based
~church than-urban based church. Traders and students came ‘as the (Hird
~categories of membership of urban and ruialbased - chorches, while: civil -
“servants: and- politicians. -came - as fourth and filth ecategories respectively
_(though there was disparity in the le\rel of prominence between urban and- rural
.based.. churches).. The- findings indicale™ That " what ' donstitu
" mémbership in both urban and rural -based churches consists of meribers Who
.sought for help rather than members who can contributé to the developmient of
the churgh. The resultin Table 2 further showed that the class of individuals in
‘both urban and rural based churches is basically thosé’ whiose néeds’ (splutual :
and’ physwal) have bfgen met at ‘one point-or the other. This result’ sup, '
-assertion-by-Igbara; - < Btu;-Alobari-and- -Naenwi-(2014)-that-corporate- soclal*
~fesponsibility (CSR) could. positively influence community development and -
also, as-a strategy of pulling membership-fo-the-church-especially-through-the- -
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provision of free medical services, donation of items and other cmpowerment
that may accampany it. Iowever, the lowest categorization  of - church
membership (politicians) as shown in ‘Uable 2 usvally are rarely seen in church,-
in nost cases are seen in church atiendance only when invited. "This therefore
probe that need is the basics that dvaw people to church, thus, the chuteh could
take this as an advantage to mobilise theiv host coiminunity for a deliberate and’
well-intended plan to strengthen bonds and  build. social: nctwmks f01 a long
term capacity for problem solving, ,

'iom'cee of Tncome for Chrisiian Re[zgwm O gmusrumm
Data in Tablc 3 show sourccs ‘of i income of (,hustlan rcligious OIgamsatlon in .
the study aréa.

Table 3:  Soureces of income of C hnsﬂan religious or {,aillsatmns in (,i 0ss
River State - _ S '
[ Source ofincome - o 2 Urban [0 - Rural

B o Krequeney | %, | Frequeney. |- %
7(‘]\1711ch collcctlon - 28 373 | 444 58.1.
Voluntary donatlons o N R L T LA R R
Hxiemal supporifromheadchorch |~ 2 | 27 21 28
Lingagesment in econoinic enter pnse 29 1387 4 3.3
Others - - . o] 5 ] 66 2 21
Total B 5 |10 | 75 100

Source: compiled from records of churches swveyed

Resulis in ‘Table 3 indicate that the major source of income for the church is
from church offerings as the church leaders in both rural and-urban bascd
churches unaninously agreed that church collection and voluntary” donaiions
form the major sources of their church income. Yowever, rural based church
had more external support (28 % of their total incoine). This shows that very
few urban bascd churches and more rural based churches in the study arca were
dependent (iot autonomous), while more. urban based church and very: few
rural based churches were independent (autonomous). The dependent: groups
were branches with headquasters located elsewhere and as such, depend on
decisions taken for them by the hcadquaums This shows that thc dependent
chuiches canuot take action and react fo observations that arc development
prouc to their host comimunities. Most of these: independent churches, as
obscrved, ave growing churches w1th small nunbcls of inembeis and thc.;cfme;
lack the nece‘;saty resources to cawry out community development projects or
to cven render effcctive assistance to its memherf: From the- foregomg, itwas -
revealed that more rural based religious ‘organisations were” dependent as -
compared to urban based churches.
Chuiches are often well placed - to play-a ‘part in the hupf‘ task of ;
comnmunity developmeni. Unlike other voluntary agencies, they are in many.
eascs stiongei in the rural wens than in the cities. The rural bascd churches;
cspecially the ones established by missionavies, often locate their headquariers
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in that local arca. This cnsuies closc contact with the people, and can therefore
help in overcoming the many problems in promoting conmnunity development
which arisc from difficulties in cominunication. Churches are primary inecting
locations for comintunitics, providing sites of ‘sociability’ and ‘redemption’ for
local people. This finding is in Liue with other studics meluding Tadd (1998),
Ammeiinan (2000), Spain (2001), and Ammerinan (1996).

Result also indicates that 38.7 % of urban based churches total income is
deiived from cigaging in cconomic citeiprise. ‘This shows that the amount of
moncy these churches have: is divectly dependent upon fund raising activitics of
their meinbers, viz. Suiday collections tithes, gifts, ctc. The implication of the
above findings indicatcs that thosc churches that are cigaged in cconomic
enterpiise and also have extcrnal fiuancial suppori have been the most relevant
to their host communities in terms of corporate social responsibiliiy. Thus,
creation of economic citerprisc by churches (in both tural and urban arcas)
could scrve as a nodel for income generation and employment crcation for
Christian religgious organization.

Types vf Communiiy Development Activities carried out b y the Churches
Respondeints in both the urban and rural were asked the nuniber of projecis
carried out by their churches. lable 4 preseats - various  community
development activities carricd out by urban and rural based churches in the
siudy agfca. T ' '

Table4: Type of Commmmniiy Development projecis carvied oni by
Usban and Rural Churehes in the last 20 yeays in Cross River

. Siste — , N .
Project type _ Urban (N18) [ Rura sy
Completed/ | Never Compleied/ Never
Ongoing | embarked Ongoing eimnbarked
- N Upon _Upon

@A No. | % | No. | % | No. | % | No. | %
| Water supply - 19 | 253 56 | 747 | 14 | 187 | 61 | 813

Blecticity 0 ] o0 75 [1w0] 0 | o 175 | 100 |
New chirech

Duildig ) 31 {43 ) 4 |s87) 60 |2 | 6 | 8 |
Schoot . : :
construciion 27 36 | 48 | 64 AT | 627 28 | 373
Cinie  I'B w3l e |87 2 [ 271773 | 973
Piggory 0 T o | s |0 | 1|13 | 74 | 987

Pouluy U {27758 [ 773 | 7 |93 | 68 | 907

Owphanagehowe | 31 | 413|744 | 58770 [ 0 | 75 | 100 |

Adult .
cducation/literacy | 29 1387 | 46 613 | 5 | 67 [ 70 | 933
Skill acquisition R B o ) ]
center _A.57T | 46 | 18 | 24 |43 [ 513 32 | 427
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In companng lhc urban and rural divide, Table 4 reveals the geographical
location that is Inorc involved in community development activities. The data
indicate various' community development activities (wateir supply, electricity,
new church building, primary/secondary school construction, clinic, piggery,
poulty, orphanage home, adult education and skill acquisition center). The
data in Tablc 4 also indicatc that, the rural based churches were more interested
in formal education and hence, the construetion of more schools within their
host connnuniiies (62.7%), even though somc of the urban based churches
weie involved in the establishment of schools in the study avea. This finding
supports the fact that their basic interest (for establishment of schools) was for
personal and profit gains and not nceessarily the education of the populace.
Data in table 4 further indicate that the rural bascd churches were more
interested in building of new churches. This could be the reason why the
church building may be the only nice building in 1itost rural comiiunities.

Further analysis of data in Table 4 furiher shows that rural based churches
completed significantly more comumunity development activitics/projeets than
the wban based chueches. Vor example, consider the establishment of schools
in the past 20 years, the rural bascd churches have cariied out and coinpleted
moic projects as cotmpared to the urban based churches. Generally the list of
community-development activitics completed by churches (as shown in table
4) favours the rural based churches especially those with cxternal assistance
and forcigi links.

Contribuiions of Religious Organisations to Communisy Development
Respondents were asked to indicate specific arcas they have benefited from
their churches. Table 5 shows their respoiises in that regards. .

Table5:  Wespondents’ (members) responses  on  specific  areas
they have benefited from churches

Contribution Urban (N=75 ) | . Rural (N=75)

| Yes | % | No | % | Yes | % | No | %
| Social amenitics 34 18] 41 [82] 23 |30 521 70
_Career counscling 53 166 22 |34 ] 37 146 | 38 | 54
Health 18 {16 57 |84] 53 ]66] 22 | 34
| Matcrial blessing 64 | 88| 11 [12]66 |72| 9 | 28
(nftto__spousc/chll(hcn 26 {40 | 49 |60 | ] 54 18 46

.Somce Field Work, 2014

The various responses arc grouped to five dimensions (Social amenitics,
career counscling, health, matcrial blessing and gift to spouse/children) as
shown in ‘l'ables 5. A close look at the data reveals that mcembers have
benefitedt significantly from rural based churches as compared to urban bascd
chuiches. The present study affivms Ekong (2010) observation that, the church
building might be the only permanent and <ecent building available i the rural
arca.
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The umplication of the above depicts a multi-dimensional devclopment,
which is not only -an-urban business, but will also assist to develop the rural
arcas, thus, addressing the rural and wrban dichotomy in developinent. This
finding is in tandem with Droyer’s (2004) conclusion that participation by the
church in sustainable development could contribute  to - the cffective
development of cspeeially the rural arcas.

Problems Encountered by Churches :

Respondcnt‘; were asked to indicate the problems encountered by churches in
their cormnunity. Tabile 6 contaius reSponscs about problems faciung churches
that “may be responsible for their lack of impiessive | coniributions to
comumnity developiment in the study area

Table 6:  Responses on problems faced by tehglous m?ammtmn in

Cross River State o L o
| Chaltenges _ Urban 1 Run\l ______
o Tve | % |Ne.| % |Yes| % |No.| %
(‘omdcmlon - for : ) '

mewbership | 11 {147 | 64 | 853§ 12| 16 | 63 | 81
Tack of money I8t 3 1736 | 92 |6 | 8 |
Lack of goﬁcnnuental ' - :
support 7 17 (227 | 88 | 773 | 33 A4 | 42 | 56
Yack of tained ‘

_pastors .. . 26 1347 1 49 | 653 | 52 | 69.3- 23 | 30.7 |
Laudproblems | 21 | 28 | 54 | 72 | 2 | 2.7 | 731973 |
Poor attendance 59 [ 787 | 16 | 213 | 46 | 613 29 | 387
Theft of church . 1
propetiics 128 1373 [ 47 1627 9 | 1? 66 | 88
Mlplatmn of youth‘; 7 .93 |68 1907 ] 67 | 89. 3 8| 107
Meinbership
| disciimination 4 |53 | N 194733 | 44 | 42 56

- Souree: Field work, 2012

Table 6 show that in the various problems that constitutc a problem -to
Chuistian religious organisations had the following responses: Competition for
membership (respondents responded was high for uiban based churches than
rural based churches), lack of money (respondents yesponse was high for raral.
chuich than urban church), lack of governimental suppori (respondents
responded was high for both rural and urban church), lack of trained pastors
(respondents responded was high for rural based church than uiban church),
land problems (vespondents responded was high for wiban baged churches than
rural bascd churches), poor aticndance (respondents icsponded was high for
rural bascd chuiches than wrban based church), theft of church propeities
(respondents gave higher responscs for wban based church than rual bascd
chuiches), migeation of youths (respondents gave a very high responsc-in-—
favour of ruial based churches), and membership disciimination (respondeits
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responded was igh for rural based churches than  urban based church). The
present discbursc suppmts the findings of extant rescarchcs (ikong, 2010;
Dreyer, 2004; Flint, Atkinson & Keais, 2002; McRoberis, 2001; Jkong,
1983) which had variously explored the ploblcms of clluu,lu,s in community
development.

~ The foregoing findings have clearly pm trayed the give and take interaction
cxisting between the church and ifs mcmbmslnp The pnnupdl actors’ (the
chucch and its memnbers) engagement in the interaction is hinged on “who
benefit”. While the members are atiracted to the church beeause of what they
will benefit from the chureh, the church on the other hand is also interested in
what they can get out of the meibeis (in this case the vision and mission
statemenit of the church). A balanced cxchange with regards. to fulfilling the
bargain of the exchange can bring about community development, because -
everyone in the cxchange is satisf{ied.

Conclusion

The ehurch hds the capacity to ensure par uc:patmn i1 governance and decision-
inaking, promofc sustainable livelihood, guaranty social 01de1 spur
development, eshance the social func‘tmnmg of individuals, scrve as agent of
change, and bring about increased organized commitment and participation in
cotmumity development activitics. Even though the foregoing were soime of
the findings that this study revealed, this is a new concept fhat may take some-
time for peoplc to understand aud accept. A gencial and  universal -
impleinentation of this conecpt ay take a long time, A lot of patience is
therefore needed for those who, are interested in sccing that this concept is
applicd at the local church level. For a sucecessful implementation of this
concept, it would be very necessary to begin with those church denominations
and their local branches that understand and agree with the concept. Onge they
begin the implementation of cven a single programme, they would then seive
as a model for other churches to emulate,

Recommendations

1. 'The local church should sce comiunity development programmes as part
and parcel of their ministry. As the local church is part of the comimunity,
it should embark on comnnunity mobilization prograinmes. aimed  at
cnabling people identify, analyze, plan and takc action to solve their
problems so that people can live fulfilled lives.

2. Tixtra cffort should be made to implement cffective information services in
tural areas through Christian rcligious organisations. This would serve as a
major solution to the unwarranted influx of rural dwellers into urban
centers. This can be feasible if the nnplcmcntauon of rural development
policies is geared to make it altractive to live in rural arcas. The availability
of very basic amenities (r unning water, vural dccmﬁcatmn aid roads that
are navigable all year round) would go a long way in making people
choosc to live in rural areas.



the Nigevian Jourscl of Sociolagy aitd Anihropology Vol. 15 ns. /

3. “I'raining should be provided for the local churches en the holistic ministry
and the role of the church in development. Tn addition, training should be
provided in the following arcas: Cowpmunity basz* development/
Participatory Rural Appiaisal, leadership and inanagemcent, resource
mebilization, fiuancial  conirol and  accountability, appropriatc
techuologies, imonitoring and cvaluation. Lraining should be patiicipatory,
learner-centercd, cxpetiential and contextualized.
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