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3 The Ibibio people arc found in South Eastern Nigeria, in the South-South geopolitical

zone:, They, are predommantly found in Akwa Ibom State but clusters of them arc
found amongst other ethnic groups and nationalities, especially in Cross River State.

In spite ‘of the conflicting but controvérsial history of the relationship between
the . Ibibio speaking people and their immediate linguistic neighbours and the
geopolmcally motwated antagontsm/conﬂlcts between them, the Ibibio people of

Akwa Ibom are known to-have quite a lot in common with these ncighbours socio-
culturally, linguistically and politically as documented by Europcan missionaries and
colonial linguists. (cf Essien 1986:1, 2), Noah (1980) and Edet (1983). For this
reason, therefore, some scholars regard the Efik, Annang, Oron, Eket and Ibeno
peoples. as, Ibibio.._For. the purpose of this study, we restrict the term Ibibio to the
Ibibio, speaking, peopie of Akwa Ibom ongm and not to clusters which could be
regarded as, Ibibio:: i T

The Ibibio peoplc are t=:ry1&‘.merpn'151ngJ They are predommantly farmers. A

‘w

fifew are: however ‘Tunters and those who' inhabit the riverine areas of the Ibibio
- homeland; engage inifishing. Lwestock famlung is not uncommon amongst the Ibibio
_people as/some; farmers are known, to rear, domestic animals such as goats, sheep, cow

and poultry animals; The; Ibibjo are an ethnolmgulstxc group with a complex but rich
cultural terrain.; One. of the.aspects- -of Ibibio culture is the name system, the focus of
this paper

1.0 The Name System in lbibio Land
Ibibio names and ‘indeed; names generally in Africa, tell a lot about the history of the
people. This is because.as Awoonor (1975:3) has noted:
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History does not exists only’ in Weritten records and boéﬁé bt int ‘such’fien
documentary sources as oral traditions, the findings of archaeolcg?
musicology and ethnology.

Awoonor goes further to assert that a people’s history 1s: .

the sum total of a people’s way of life, coherently developed iny theps
material and spiritual cultures, in their tools, and" trﬂphements in" their
mstitutions and concepts of God and man, concepts that exist in"an order- that
can be readily interpreted and examined. (Awoonor 1975: 3) '

I'rom the forcgoing, we gather that the history of a people can therefore, bg
clucidated through namgs, cither as place names or personal names. In a
predominantly oral culture such as is recorded among the Ibibio people, until in’ Iié%é
times however, place names and personal names act as undocumented hlstonc

records and landmarks to be passcd on fr&)m g;,epé:ratlon to" generatlon On this theﬁ’

w:(’

lic the beauty and b1gmhcancu of names and the. nﬁﬁlérfs f?gé( }n ’Ib1b18 1and’
The name system in Ibibio land g }:_‘lVGSt a498¢ (’3{ s ight ¢into iblﬂfé larﬁgua‘ge

culture. The Ibibio peoplc believe that a ’rrl:“:uf;lﬂ 18’ ngf 'ju}? a"g?ﬁ‘ worcf gW
identifies an individual, it gives alonh,slde the pe‘rS‘onaT' &f\(jént fic 'ﬁi)’nf "foéqé’ §‘§ ch
information as the religious beliefs of the peoplé, the status’ o’f ‘the’ “I'nﬂl'wa'r

family, the calendar of the people, their commefglé, aéflv’"ng’s“’thél ‘gebgrdph'y‘

terms of land classification, seasons, ‘forest’ and the ph11050phlcai cOncepts of" he
people.  Indeed, an Ibibio personal name tells a lot about the Bearer and his S0cio?
cultural background. On this ground therefore, Essien (1986:79) has noted that:
The cultural significance of hames in “Ibibio can” be" v1ewed ‘from"“two
perspectives — what names mean to the Ibibio — speaking pe0p1e and what the
names themselves reveal about the culture of the people

3.0 Significance of Ibibio Names ! i
Ibibio names have rehigious, geo- poht-lcal socio-cultural ‘and phIIOSophlcal

significance. Not only do Ibibio personal names give insight into-the world-view and:
the beliefs of the people, they also reveal the awesome wonder with which the Ibibio
people behold nature and the divine. This is' summed up by Essien (1986 87) who:
opines that. i

Ibibio names reflect almost the entire gamut of Ibibio culture - soc1al
economic, commercial, artistic and religious/philosophical:;iiae” =0 (L]
Akpabio (1980:30) has equally noted that personal names amongst the bebtd

people sometimes .... reflect their struggles in life;their famine, sorrows, and-
joys, and their hopes and aspirations. Sometimes the names have connection

with their beliefs.
Indced, Ibibio names give rich insight into the spmtual physmal and somal

landscape of the Ibibio society.
183
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Lo ivtanhel
B:1° The Religious Significance of Ibibio Personal Names

The Ibibio society,. like zother: traditional African socicties may not have
documented records to show: that: their fore fathers had knowledge of a Supreme
Being ‘who creatédvand:sustains the. universe. The absence of such documented
materials and indeed relics of shrines or temples erected for the worshxp of Gad as 1s
seen in some parts of Europe and'Asia, had misled Eutopean traders, missionaries and
colonialists to erroneously: cohclude that the Ibibio people like other cthnolinguistic

‘group elsewhere in Africa, were'savages who did not know nor believe in God. Buta

study of aspects of therIbibio.culture such as the present paper, the name system, has
gone a long way in refuting this claim. One important lesson drawn from this
research is that the Ibibio people-are a de€ply religious people whosc personal names
especially, reflect the inter- relatlonshlp that exist between the natural and the divine,
between man and God. In fact, we discovered that religion permeates every sphere
of our life. This is because ‘the Ibibio cosmogony situates man beneath God, the
deities and ancestors and prcscnts them as being deeply involved in the business ol
human existence, Udo (1983:248) has noted that: ** The Ibibio rehigious concepts
emanated from the Tbibio mentality and represented Ibibio religious reality.”

In'his work, Udo dlscovered that religion was/is the underlying force in the
life of the traditional Ibibio people “He g goes further to assert that the life of the Ibibio
was regulated by the tenets of his religion. To buttress this point, Udo states that:

. in farming, marriage, ﬁghtmg or fishing, in play, in initiation into various
secret societies, and clubs, in' the namihg of his children, in trade, durmg
journeys, while eating, in the mdmmg, aftemoon or nlg,ht his life is tied up
~with his rehglon i

In its ex1stence, therefore, the Ibibio’ socxety strongly afﬁrms its belief in the
Supreme Bemg (Abasi Tbofft)! Whith trafislates (God); the clan gods or deities which
are regarded as agents of the Supreme God and its ancestors as indicated 1n the names
with religious implications that are bome by some Ibibio people. These names arc
1mportant because they reﬂect the tencts of the Ibibio pcop]e s religion as 1illustrated

beIOWU il “-5‘ eIk { I’UEH.'..;I‘? fﬂi'.»*:_

ai.  Names which reﬂect the Supremaéy of Abasi Ibom (God).
Abasi—-akara - (God rules) -
Nkpoikana-Abasi (Nothing is greater than God)

Anietiente-Abasi/Aniebiet-Abasi  (Who 1s like God)

i1 Names which reveal the attributes of God
Ima-obooii/Ima-Abasi (love)

154
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c)

i

Uyai-Abasi  (beauty)

Odudu-Abasi : i ; < ro Y power)
Mion-obooi/Abasi-ofon/Abasi-mfon(goodness)ii!

Obot " '{creator) -
Nsidibe-Abasi ’ ~ 7 (Omnipresence)
Fmen-oboon .. (peace)

I-no- Abasi/Ebo-0boon/Oto- Abasi . (Giver)
Nsikak-Abasi/Abasi-ekeme S L1 si(ability)
Idara-oboon v (Joy) e

Ime-oboon - (patience/endurance). .

Names which reflect man’s decndcncc on (Eio_gi
Mbet-0booi/Ntiense- Abasi/Nse Obot | 2y ”f st in Gbé}’

Ahasi-ifreke : ;; ;;iC‘ od %lever ﬁr etsfha notiforgotten
Idotunym/Idort,nym/Ndotcnym o s ;} (I:f j"‘}: A ?; fﬁ d)
Mbuotidem I - ﬂ)\«fy ope- 1s“1r; God)
Iberedem R 't‘ TV depend on God)
Names which reflect belief in clan gods or deiies:

Ndem (deity)

Ekpenyong (male deity)

Ekandem (female deity)

{dio (farm deity)

Abasi-Okure (family deity)

Abasi-atai (foreign deity)

Names which reflect ancestral WOI‘Shlp or veneration. .

Ekpo

Iso-Ekpo

Akpan-Lkpo
Names which reflect certain traditional rehblous practlces amongst the Ibibio:

Mbiam
Idion
Inam
Tkpaison
Oku.

185
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3.2 Geo-political Significance of Ibibio Personal Names:
3.2.1 . In.thetraditional:; Ibibio . society personal names were used to record
geographlc information such as seasons, trees and animals found in the Ibibio
environment, physwal landscape and housing pattern as shown below.
)., Names which reflect the seasons

Ndaeyo (dry season)

Ukwo s oo o (rainy season
ii) . Names ‘which reﬂect trees in the forest

... Ukim
w21 o, Ukana

Ukpa

Oton :
ii1) Names which rcﬂect rocks -

Itiat. *
1v)  ‘Nameswhich reﬂect the geographical classification of land.

' Ndon

Ekpene .

Tkot
Bes i ___Akai‘__. P ML
\2) Names which reflect the Ibibio housing pattern.

Iboto ... :

Ufok ———
Esswn/AtaL o1 slgo
o9 | yr“?'s“:ii Tty ot enuniegis
'{ 31:1)ir o fiNarmas whlch reflect, th& Iblblo Calendar.
. Isua. (year) s Shew an
Etaha e L Nﬁ, e i" »
Usen  “1ii/ppld ay) ?

Affiofi

Etim .
vii)‘ Names whlch rbflect bu'ds in the Ib1b1o environment.
31387 Imm u‘ ‘~-;zmz;zé ) i,
viil) ‘Names which reflect the elements

Utin it (sun)

Offion  =:=v7 7 (moon)

Ikan (firc)

i
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Inyan/lkpa-inyaf (water)

1.2.2  The political structure of the Ibibio people also influenced théir names
system.
Jdo (1983:117) has noted that the political’ orgamsatlon of Ibibio land was
based on a social organization which consisted of somé administrative’ dlwsmns such -
as ufok (a group of families related by blood); ldun/Obxo (the home vﬂlage of the
ceople) and ikpa isofi (a clan or group of villages with'a common historical origin).
t bon (a group of people with a common paternal ancestory). Some Ibibio people
herefore, give their children names which reflect the administrative divisions listed
above,
These are;
Ubon
Ufok
Idun/Obio
Tkpaison.
The Ibibio as a peoplc strongly believe that.their:strength lies'in“their being |
united. The concept of their unity/togetherness underlies their polmcalfhs well as |
their social 1deologies. A united famlly/clan or people are a strong peoplé as revealed
i the names ‘mboho’ and ‘ikemesit’.

3.3 Socio-cultural Significance of Ibibio Names ‘ ~

231 We mentioned earlier that the Ibibio people were andstill’' are very
terprising. They engage in different occupations for their lzvchhood These

: \ulpatmﬂb also influence the name system amongst the people Names which reflect -

e occupation of the 1bibio people include: -
Urua (Market) . Trading
[nwann (Farm) Farming
Uderi (Paddle) Fishing
t/bom (Canoe/boat) Fishing
Abia (Expert) . Occupational expertise .

Personal names were also given to mark important social events or occasions
among the people.  Such events included war, famine, socxo-cultural festivals and

harvest. These names include among others: § Puedben shodebus v
ltkon war
Usoro/usen-ndia g harvest/festivals

Akari beadi famine
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2y Personal names; among 1he IblblO people also reflect the order of birth of the
chlldren in a famﬂy and in some mstan{ces, the time of occurrence of birth of sonic

¥ R

A ch11dren as shown below

#

1iNiTE BT A0 1

L Akpan 1" born son

_ Udo cedn o , an 58 1
‘Udofia e

" Adiaha P daughter
Nwa 2nd ” »
Etoknwa g 7
Okon a boy born at night
Akon/Okonanwan a girl born at night

In addxtlon to these, Ibibio personal names reflect issues and problems which
are of concern to the people and thelr society. For instance, death, sickness, poverty.
hatred and sotcery were and still are problems and issues which deeply affect Ibibio
people and their socwty Names are therefore, given to children to reflect these social
~ problems and issues, some are shown below:

Mkpa/mkpandiok (death)
"Udoflg ... ... . . . (sickness)
Ifot e i (witchcraft/sorcery)
Una/Unqovgo‘ ol 2nil (poverty)
sara/Esuéne .- .. discrimination/disgrace
Usua 4 e e hatred

Um c

The Ibﬂfno sooléty 18 not w1thout its ethics. Certain moral values were and are
percelved to, be mdlspensable m gl';e mamtenance of a just society. The people have
not ]ost slg t of these vafueq as, they are equally reflected in their personal names.
The va]ue of endurance"/‘patlcﬁoé’ is reflected in names like as: ‘Ime’, *Ataime’,
‘Ofonime’, ‘Inibehe’ and utltofomdara while wisdom is reflected in names like:

‘Amaitem ama ifiopk’ and ‘Ifigk’.
The Ibibio people also celebrate virtues such as beauty, bravery and goodness.

These are, equal]y reﬂected in personal names such as:

. Uyai (beauty)
~ Uko/Ide (bravery)
Mfon (goodness)

There is. an Thibio adage whlch states that “akpa nkpo k’uwem ado uwem”.

This translates “the most 1mportant thmg in life is life itself”. This means that Ibibio

people are not oblivious of the glﬁ of life endowed by God. To this end, personal
names are given to reflect thelr concept of life. These include:

188
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Uwem (life)
Uwemedimo (life 1s wealth)

From the socio-cultural perspective, there is a fot more “that could be said
about Thibio personal names. We discovered, that hames do ot bnly express social
problems and issucs, they also act as reminders of occurrences that have taken place
in the past, present realities or future hope and aspirations. These names have
therapeutic effect as they not only enable the famlly members of the bearer reflect on
such ‘happenings but also comfort them (where the events have been unfortunate)’
Such names include: &

Utip/Udot (reward) ‘
Sidikisoyofon (I expect a better future) -
[san (journey)

The advent of christianity into Ibibio land has far reachmg consequences on
he Ihibio name system. Oduyoye (2001) has nghtly observed that C}lnsnamty and
islam have led to the adoption of foreign names by thé’*Yoruba peoPIe “This
observation is equally true of the Ibibio people in contemﬁorary tlmes‘{’Chnsnamty,
in particular, has led to a reduction in the theophonc names PeOp’le n? longer &,IVB
their children names which reflect anything to”do” with" the delpes ‘or ‘ancestral
worship. Where such names still exist, they are “best ised as surnames. The names
which reflect the supremacy of God and such as reveal his differing attnbutes are best
promoted.

In addition to christianity, contact situations between the' ll)lblo people and
people from other ethnolinguistic groups have led to new’ ‘trénds m the name system.
Some parents adopt the names of their friends, business partners or names they ﬁnd
narticularly interesting from some other language group for their children.

In all of these, however, caution still’ _prevalls as the Tbibio people strongly
believe that one’s name does not only 1dent1fy one, ‘but could” also mﬂuence one 5
behaviour and fortune in life as expressed in the lblblO adage, “enylﬁ esesop owo”

LEE

4, Conclusion
In this paper, we have tried to explore the socxolmg,mstlc dimensions of

xedtmg and assigning names to persons in Ibibio land. We have found that, the task
of naming has several dimensions to it. This is to say that names do more than’
identify an individual, they tell stories about him and his people politically,”
cconomically, socio-culturally and ethically. Names are representatlve of a_people.

They arc historical documents which authenticate a- peOpIe s dlstmctweness as a.
group. Thibio personal names not only paint cultural 1mages ‘but they pro;ect the

distinctive cultural identity of the Ibibio people and somety i
"1’8‘9
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