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ABSTRACT

The study investigated the present situation of prostitution in Uyo
Urban, the headquarters of Akwa Ibom State of Nigeria and the social
attitudes toward it. Information about the socio-economic characteristics
of prostitutes and social attitudes toward them was collected from fifty
prostitutes in five randomly selected locations in Uyo Urban with the use
of an interview schedule, The following main results were obtained:

1. There is greater social approval of prostitution than in the early 1960s.
2. Prostitutes in Uyo urban are mainly secondary school dropouts who
are largely unemployed but strikingly, the result also shows that
undergraduates are gaining access to the profession.

The main reason for becoming a prostitute is economic.

4. The fees charged vary according to the category of prostitutes.

W

The paper concludes that since prostitution is perceived as a nobler
means of earning income than other unconventional socio-economic
ways in our society by secondary school dropouts, Government should
legalize the profession.

INTRODUCTION

Since the establishment of licensed brothels for commercial sex in
Greece in 550 B.C. prosn‘runon has survived over several centuries of
human existence in spite of attempts to suppress it by government agents
or religious bodies or other moralists. Its defiant resistance to
extermination is due, according to Kingsley Davis (1961), to its
functionality for society. According to Davis, “even in a totally sexually
permissive society, not everyone would be able to find wﬂlmg sexual
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patlnels mq would still have to buy sexual favours [rom others”. Tt is
oply -»'n a qouety in wlm,h ihcrc wWere no sexual taboos whatsoever that

i ‘-,Pl()f(;‘SSiOll uf pl(}‘wliillll()n desplto ils stmng sutvival polentml has
aidangone various changes; in the types of prostitutes, modes of operation,
its icldencecand causes, social organisation and types of clients who
patronize. them and- in the overall supply and demand conditions for
plo..trtules in many countries..

~ I gpite -of its prevalence in Nj.geud there has. been a dearth of
information regarding the.characteristics and operations of the members of
this profession in the country. Apart from Falola’s historical survey of
‘Prostitution in Ibadan, 1895 - 1950°, there has hardly been any other
pubhﬁhecl works in this important area of social life. Tt is, therefore, the -
interition of this paper to examine the various aspects of prostitution
w1th asociological insight in Uyo, Akwa Ibom State. The main abjective

5 -to_look: at prostitulion in situalions and times more modern than
l'alola 5 bludy and thercfore to provide an updated information -
mgmdmg the characteristics and opelatiom of prostitutes in Nigeria.
By paying attention to key points in Nigeria's history such as the Civil
‘War and Structural Adjustment Pr ogramme years the paper seeks to
pmwde an undemtandmg of prostitution in terms of the socnl context
i which it npuntes 5

PROSTTIUTION

It seems trite to define pmslilulion or prostitate since it appears every. ..

adult in society knows its meaning. The variations found in prostitution
and: among pros ututos howwcl demand some kind of definition or
- clarification. ‘ ' '
A pros stitute has often been scen as a woman who accepts monetary
. veward in exchange for an essentially unsaleable commodity. In general,
- prostitution has been defined ‘as the granting of non marital sexual access
" ggtablished by mutual consent of the prostitutes. their clients and their
Elnplayelc. for yemuneration’. This definition is seen as sexually neutral
gince, m,mndmg to Latyr y([989) plosmutton can be “straight or gay, male or
female’. Recent analysis has, however, led to the amplification of this
definition in order to take cognisance of the conditions of prostitution
:Eziially present in a commercial sexual transaction. This broad definition
mmeludes dCLWLtleS ranging from sexual 111tercomse to exhibitionism, and to""
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oral sex, lh@ acc epmme of ihlllbﬁ of ewnom? \mluc other than money in

&

L S e
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eXC Imngc for sexual gratifi u,almn and. the abscnce of affection even lhough

par ticipants may know one another (Larry, 1989) _ , ‘
The pwvalcnw and persistence-of pmsututlon has been a_source 01”

- concer Lo many governments, relig rious bodies, moralists and IGSLdlChEIS :
for many centuries. Prostitation has been condemned on moral gmumls it 5
debases a natural act meant for procreation and so its persistence is scenas

destructive to the family unit (Davis, 1961). Davis has, however, ar gued

~that by del’mmb certain coital techniquies as immoral and hence out of -
bounds for wives-and sweet hearts ‘the moral order gives advantage to the
~prostitule’. e stales that the man wha'is in a stable relationship with a

woman may nevertheless {ind his sex life with her thwarted by the
‘vicissitudes of mlenpmsonal wlatmnslups of tlw stﬂlenem of age or

: [mmhmity , i Sl _
Prostitution has becn c.lted as an mdew of the measule of the health of a

government and ils environmental conditions. Wilson and Roy (1963) see -

pmsmntlon as a sign of an unhealthy government and of social conditions

unwholesome for youths and adults, while Freedman et al (1952) asserls

that pmxmulmn can only tlu ive in. qlums or squalid. lomtmns Wllhm,.i-

- Cmmlnc

| Many . wqcmghcw have hCﬂVLVGI, Com,entlatul on . fdclms Wl\lCh‘“
"‘mmhlmn mdwlduals into prostitution: Economic cncumstances and”

opporlunities are scen as central issues which conslrain individuals to

practice. prostitution (Bmistedt 1974). The crucial economic conditions

include poverty, lack of occupational ¢ skills and unemploymom

Onoge (1978) stresses that prestitution is largely caused by pmvtﬁ (y 'md

that it provides an outlet for escapism from depressing poverly ¢ m\d low "

socio-economic status, deprivations and poor standards of living. .

- Dynes (1964) insists that poverty was generated by mp.[tahsm at the'
E _bognuunb r of theind ustrial revolution. Peasants flocked to the citiesin lar ge

‘numbers in scarch of employment | but their conditions of hvehhood was
brutal: they lacked the simplest Lypes ¢ of amenitics while malnuh ition, Iong

hours of work with subsistence wages and hvmb in squoh(l envir onmonts |

are believed to have influenced the access to prostitution and other deviant

behaviour.  Bierstedt . (1974) accepls that ‘Bad mndlu@m ditve many
‘women into prostitution: cruel, lnlmg povmty and unemployment_

OppOl tunities’, and thus prostitution is seen by l\klll(l!]l (1986) as the oldest

fm m o[ plo[o%mn llmt Ofrefu econumu mt,ans of hvehhood and socml |
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relationships in society. Lenski and Lenski (1978) argue that although it is
not always the case that the very poor are the only ones found among
prostitutes, economic factors still constitute the major cause of the mc1dence r’
of prostitution.

Two periods in Nigeria - the Civil War and the SAP years - have been
characteristically associated with economic hardship in the country. These
periods have engendered poverty, malnutrition, disease and unemployment
which are closely associated with the structural arrangements of the
country. .

BEdet (1989) has observed that there may be other reasons for
involvement in prostitution. According to him ‘most of them (prostitutes)
are civil servants, students, graduates and housewives who engage in
prostitution, not because they cannot help it, (but because they want) to
satisfy their insatiable sexual hunger and as a revenge against their
promiscuous husbands’.

For King and Koller (1974) prostitution is functional to society. He,
however, locates the cause of prostitution in the social structure. According
to him, prostitution reduces the rate of adultery and rape in the society. He
argues that if prostitution is legalized - since it does not harm anyone - it will
release the police and the court for more serious crimes against persons,
states and property. He sums up: ‘it is an institution that co-exists with
society and functions to bring about order in society as it helps to reduce
emotional urge by providing outlets for sex drives that would otherwise be
vented in more harmful ways to society’. With the equal prevalence of
AIDS and prostitution, this position can hardly be supported in full.

HISTORY OF PROSTITUTION IN UYO

The incidence of prostitution in Uyo dates back to the 1940’s when, as
the Headquarters of the then Uyo Division, the little village started
showing signs of developing some sort of urban features like laid out
streets, shops, relatively better roads, a huge market and a cosmopolitan
population which flowed in from all over the Eastern provinces.  This
mixture provided the necessary anonymity for persons who cared to sell
teir bodies, and the impunity for buying. Abak Road was the acclaimed
oentre during the period.

Increase in both the number of prostitutes and areas of operation was
much noticed during and after the civil war in Nigeria, 1967 - 1970. By then
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prostitutes had a recognized residence at No.2 lkpn Road with ten girls in -

residence - three from Ibibio-speaking area and lhe rest from other states in
the country. ' :

i
sl ) Ma.il.ti

t J

Wwhiak

Today, prostitution has been well mlablwhed in Uyo with its No. 2 lkpa 3

Road Tocation still maintained -along with the esldbhshmcut of other.
locations in the various parts of the State Headquarters. Uyo became the =

m[nlal city of Akwa Ibom State in-1987. This has resulted in the influx of a -

farge number of people into the town, both residents and commuters. New

locations include Ekpenyong Street, Itam jundlon, Bmwn Sticet, Tkot -
‘lkpene Road (opposite the Park) Ikpa Lane, Itu Road among others.

Prostitutes in Brown Street are often seen in the mghr tlme from 8.00 p.m.

-tllllQOOpm - e oy

METHODS
A total number of 50 pioslliuteq out of an estlmdted numben of tlm,e
hundred volunteered to provide 111founahon; They were selected from 5
outof the 8 locations yet identified. The locations were randomly selected.
Methods used included direct observation and personal interview. The

~interview schedule solicited information on a variety of items including the

presentage of the prostitute and the age when they becamie involved in the
profession, educationalqualification, previous encounters with employment,
reasons for joining the profession, the major clients, the number of
locations, the estimated number of prostitutes, types or classification of
prostitutes and - their charges, their religion, problems they have
encountered, their involvement with alcohol and hope of marriage. The
sclection of the 50 prostitutes for interview was baséd mainly on the
homogeneitly of interest of the plOSlliuteb emd their mode of operations.

PUBI IC AT’UI‘UDES TO PRO‘%] ITU".l ION Wy
From the data on Table 1 below, 80% of the pr ‘ostitutes inter viewed said

that they have not ever been condemned openly or eriticised (lne(,lly by the

“members of the soueiy This has resulted in the enhancement of the self-

: unage of the prostitutes observed during the study. By implication, the -

ele Iél:’y tellds to condone pmbhtuuon. This mlght not be unconnected w1th

-":zt__he pxesent economic sﬁuaﬂon in the country.

A O
i LR S
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CTYPES OFPROSTITUTHS e

Prostitutes in Uyo can.,be L]ﬁSSIflGd nutnlly mlo professmnal and nen-;_;‘_," N

- professional: types, -1
~ permanently in brothels and
~ to Falola’s category of/ lodgers’. However, the differences noted wore that -

.,I‘Ofcﬂslpnﬂl prmmules -are the- ones- Jiving
ck rented rooms in hotels. 'I‘hls group iss mnilar -~

~lodgersin Ibadan operated mamly on Friday and Saturday nights while the
] 'profesmoml prostitutes n,_;U‘yo aperate fronx. Mondays to Sundays: bothin
. the day time and night: time. InUyo, unhke Ibadan the lodgers are both
. indigenes ‘and non mchgenes Other types ‘of professional proshtules S

identified during the study include the Room Prostitute who lives in hired,
_-,,ﬂ_‘wellnfumlshed houses for lhen actwmes They are the most soplustimlt.dr.
" of professxonal plOQiillll‘E‘S i R

. The other mtcgmy of pr ofcssmnal pmmtules are called in Uyo smm*t:’ g

or big gn‘]o, similar to what are usually called bar girls.’ “They spend most

~ of their time in bars drinkingand waiting to be picked up by clients. The bar

'f gu Is in Uyoare rewarded with drinks by the clients who patronize the bars.

~ :Non-professional pr oslitutes include mainly prosmules not lesxdmgm
brothels or hotel roomsg, Thf,y are the street walkers who seem to be.in the

~ majority.: ‘I‘hey are very allractive. angd dress in soplushcated dresses and -

N jewelry. Others are call gitls wha are well educated and who hardly adnut:

- that th@y are in the pmfessmn Caﬂ gu'ls in Uyﬂ are mostly studa\ts fmnf X

":{I‘I'ERENTAIATION AMONG PROS IITUTE%

;[fstatus_dxfferences were observed amqﬁ'
) Call Girls ‘and Room_ prosﬂmtes*ﬁf‘-'

L

assume the Tighest ¢lass Becmme of their educal’lonﬂl qualificaﬂcns o
’ gt P~ S e e e
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which include N.C.E., HND, and Degrees. They are mestly patronised ing
top business men. _ -
They charge the highest fee which ranges from N500.00 to N1,000.00
night, or N80.00 to N100.00 per ‘drop’ or the consummation of one
episode, often refferred to by the prostitutes as ‘cutting’. |
The street walkers occupy’the second position. Their charges range
from N300.00 to N500.00 a night or N60.00 to N80.00 per drop.
The third category was the lodgers. Their charges range from N280.00
to N450.00 per night or N50.00 to N70.00 per drop. - :
The prices finally paid to prostitutes largely depend on the clients’ :
bargaining power and the number of clients available.

ESTIMATED MONTHLY INCOME

The monthly income of prostitutes varies from one class of prostitute to
another and from month to month depending on the availability of clients.
The mean monthly income for Call Girls and Room Prostitutes who have
assumed the highest class of prostitutes in Uyo was N10,000.00 while the
mean monthly income of the street walkers and lodgers were N8,700.00 and
N6,000.00 respectively. It is this high income that tends to attract many
unemployed secondary school girls into the profession. -

AGE OF PROSTITUTES
The age of prostitutes was found to lie between 15 to 35 years and above.

TABLE 2

DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS BY AGE

Age Nao. Percentage
15-19 . 7 14
-4 16 32
B-M 13 26
-3 7 14

35 and above 7 14
Total 50 100

There was no prostitute less than 15 years of age. Most of the pro_stitutes
were within the ages of 20 - 29. “This made up 58% of the number
i_nterv_iewed. Prostitutes older than 35 years were few. =
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/" AGROIINITIALCONTRACT IN TIIE PROFESSION .

'Ail"-' : -‘ | A : bow © No. m ! Pé;cen!age“ il

TR L A T T P L)
CLEY LSRR A e B PRTRETT PI 23 o .46
i L SO Rttt 1B R L
W20 R s 8
30-31 3 ' o e
85-aind above. Y . 2 4
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et

; i'l'olal e : | | . ﬁﬂ ) ' 106.

As may be observed from Table 3, only a few of them had their first
performance as prostitutes at a very early age or at the advanced ages of 30
~and above. The peak years of sexual experience as prostitutes lie between
15 and 24. It appears that women above 30 years have less inclination to
start prostitution since the duration of active life as a prostitute would be

_EDUCATION/EMPLOYMENT EXPURIENCE

" in the secondary school but have failed to pass the final Senior Secondary -
Certificate Examination (SSCE) with adequate number of subjects toqualify
cither for employment in the public services (which is very scarce) or for -

‘entry into higher institutions of learning. ‘This category is justifiably
regarded as dropouts whose aspirations for the good, successful life are

TABLE4

U EBUCATION ATTAINMENTS O RRSPONDENTS

Level of Fdueation Altalned ~No-of tle-spo_ltdnl1ls . SR ‘Percentage | ‘ 

;4

No (ofninl;cd.igfaiiun. “ A TUeES : -~ LA
l’tlnj\n.ry Etjlﬁ!dﬁl_lm_i_ ' B B Y 3 BERA LI Lt LI 10
SSCE Attempred | o coomo SR T B
' Dipl‘on\a/l\fCE" e - S 6 ST N A A P L
Undergraduates = i 18 it " vt 30

potat S R . | P 100
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PRQBLEMS ENCOUNTERED BY PROSTITUTES
The IE‘sP()I]dGlﬂS indicated that l:hey encounter "1 numbel of ploblems
 such’ as venereal discases, ‘pregnancies, ‘cost of treating and maintaining
- themselves in good health, arrests and incessant threats by the police,
alcoholism, quauellmg angd fightmg Alinost all the prostitutes (86%) had -
losl.rlmpe of ever bemmmg mar medwhﬂe lhe rest sh,]l nursed#l-he‘”hope of
T ‘ iigng mamed * | '

ik RE-ASONS POR IN-VO'LVEMEN I‘ IN PROSTITUTION "
. “The main reasof for’ iakmg ta prostltuhon a8 a professis
~_economic, poverty, lack of any. other means of livelihood, unen
il lumg,ei and -disgraceful levels of lwmb “This ‘category makes _
- pércent of the data! Other reasons: included broken homes; chﬂd abuse,
gréup 1-,].11““(311(2@ and levenge Agam t pr‘(nmscuaus husbmds by

1rried women. - ‘ ,
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TABLE &
REASONS FOR INVOLVEMENT IN PROSTITUTION
Reasons : No of Respondents =~ Percentage
Economic % 92
Satisfaction of Sexual Urge ' 2 4
Others 4 2 4
Total 50 100

In line with Ubak’s (1989) findings, urbanization also was seen to be an
important factor inducing individuals into prostitution. The urban centre
provides anonymity to both prostitutes and their clients.

CLIENTS AND REASONS FOR PATRONAGE |
The main clients include drivers and motor park workers, business
men, students, soldiers and civil servants.

B |
TABLE?
MAJOR CLIENTS
Major Clients No of Respondents Percentage
Drivers/Motor Park Workers 28 " 56
Buginessmen 15 30
Stadents 5 10
. Saldiers/Civil Servants 2 ]
50 100

o
*

} - Drivers and Businessmen constitute 86% of all clients who patronize

all.

titutes in Uyo while civil servants and students patronize the least

Prostitutes, however, prefer businessmen because this group of patrons
higher fees than others. As one of the respondents put it"I like
messmen, sha”. “Dem dey give out real money”. Drivers are also
ed because of their generosity in offering drinks to prostitutes.
The main reasons for clients’ patronage are satisfaction of clients’
ional/sexual desires, easy sexual access by men who cannot easily
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make friends nor require serious involvement with the girls. Soirie C]iené
patronize prostitutes because of their atlractiveness.

perd

CONCLUSION e R Seps ke S L R
 Our study has shown that prostitution in Uyo.is a firmly establisher

functional and lucrative institution inour society. This is evidentin the rak
of-increase in both the numberof focations whe re prostitutes can be fount
and the number of prostitutes who have joined the profession since it
beginning in the carly 1940s. A T ot e
As in pre-marital sex and other sexually linked deviations, society hag
tended to acquiesce to the existence of prostitution in the face of more
menacing and falling standards of morality in the economic, political and
social facets of our social life. By implication, the sociely has demonstrated
a high level of indifference to prostitution and even tends to condone it. -
In comparison with other socio-economic and political misdemeanour
in our society today, prostitution appears to be a nobler means of earning
“income for a lving in the absence of employment.and social securily
measures for the unemployéd. it 7, ' Lt ol B 43
' What is required, most probably, is the legalisation of the professionin
order to control its anti-social tendencies. & f i
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