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CHAPTER SIX

CONFLICT AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION IN THE
INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM

MANASSEH E. BASSEY
Dept. of Political Science & Public Admin
University of Uyo, Uyo.

6.0 INTRODUCTION AND CONCEPTS

The international system is a collection of independent political
entities like tribes, city-states, nations or empires, that interact
with considerable frequency and according to regularized
processes (Holsti, 1987). In otherwords, itisa conglomeration
of sovereign nation-states interacting with one another from
time to time. In their interaction, the nation-states recognize no
superior power or authority over them. They hold exclusive
claim or control over their own territories and their attitude
towards other states outside their territorial confines or frontiers
is residually ambivalent. Again, in the international system,
nations pursue diametrically opposed selfish national interest
each fighting to attain only its goals and objectives at the

expense of others.

Relations among states in the international system arise as a
result of the differences in the endowments and capabilities of
states. Some nations are big while some are small, some are
well-endowed in various ways while some are sparsely
endowed. Some nations are well-developed in endowed
potentials while others are not well developed. These
differences in the chemistry of states prompt them to engage in
relationships outside their national boundaries.

Nations vary or differ in the manner or approach through which
they pursue their goals and objectives. Some are militant while
some are passive. Nations relate according to their
geographical spread or location. Nations also relate inresponse
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to ideological cleavages. For example, the former war saw pact
reprgsented the ideology of socialist countries led by the defunct
Soylet Union. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is
an ideological camp of the capitalist states led by the United
States of America. The nonaligned Movement (NAM) represents
the blgc of developing nations of Asia, Africa and Latin America
Nonalignment is a policy of non-commitment and neutrality ir;
the politics of the great powers of the world.

Arising from the incompatibility in the search and maintenance

of the objectives of states (national interest), nations engage in
conflict. o

International conflicts can be seen within the framework of the
yvorld systems, the social character of the present epbch‘ the
mtqnational political situation; the struggle of ideologiesj the
main diplo-military trends in alliance systems etc. l\;lany
tendencies contribute to international conflicts. These
tendencies manifest themselves in different situations.

Therefore one cannot have a predetermined approach to all
international conflicts.

Ac_cording to Bushel Okoh, any international conflict has a
umque. content and this in turn demands specific approach to its
analysis. This is so because any international conflict includes
the structure of the conflictitself. The structure of a given conflict
reflects the entire stable connection and inter-relationships of all
that constitutes international conflicts. For example, elements
that were involved in the Vietnam conflict were quit’e different
from those that were involved in the Angolan Civil War. In the
former situation such international organization like the O.A.U

never played any major role but in Angola the O.A.U. was ven}
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much involved.

Students of conflict and change have divergent interpretations
of what conflict reallyis. Classical theorists of conflict of Marxian
School believe that conflict come about because of
contradiction in the human environment and the physical world.
To the modern functionalists conflict represents all component
actors within common norms and values.

6.1 THEORIES OF CONFLICT

Judeo-Christian Concept:

The Judeo-Christian theory of confiict is also known as the
Divine Will. In this theory, Judaism and Christianity assign and
ontological cause to conflict. Both religions attribute conflict
among nations to some wrong doing against God. They
interpret conflict as punishment from God to the nations
concerned for staying away from the path of righteousness.
Judaism and Christianity hold the belief that God sends down or
allow conflict between and among nations when they turn away
from or sin against Him. The Bible is full of instances when
Jehovah visited the Jews with conflicts and wars on account of
their departure from his ways. St Thomas Aquinas not ‘only
agree with but also propounds this Judeo-Christian View.

Christians, at times, credit Satan with conflict. To this School of
thinkers, Satan etiolates conflict particularly when it occurs
among friends, relations, groups traditionally mutually friendly.
Even when the conflict is of an international or inter-continental
dimension, the basic causes are ignored. The conflict itself is
interpreted as Satan warring against men of the world.

Marxist View:

Marxism interprets conflicts among nations within the context of
the class and state capitalist theory. The state is an instrument
for the capitalist class domination and exploitation. Having
succeeded to use the state as an instrument to suppress the
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proletariat, the bourgeoisie adopt the same machinery to exploit
the state and to establish dominance overthem. Again, a sort of
class structure appears to emerge among the states. Some are
classified as major powers, while some are termed minor
powers. Conflicts and wars occur as state of a particular class
find themselves trapped in an apparent sort of unending
scenario of attempts to exercise dominance over the other or
gain control of the needed scarce resources of the world.

Thus, conflict among nations becomes an expression of class
struggle among states. Marxist scholars are of the view that
copﬂict including wars, are due to capitalism. The hold that the
chief directing motive of all the modern imperialist expansion is
the pressure of capitalist industries for markets and surplus
products of home industry. The desire of the Western finance to
find new fields of investment in underdeveloped countries bring
countries into clashes with one another in the Third World
Countries. Joined in this school of thought are Karl Marx
Claude Ake, Etc. |

Functional Theory:

A_ccording to the theory of functionalism, war which is the
highest expression of conflict is the product of he objective
cond_itions of human society. The functional school thinks that
war is rather a disease of global society carried by grave
deﬂcigncies in the economic and social circumstances of
mank_md. Poverty, misery, ill-health, economic insecurity, social
injustice, exploitation, discrimination these, according to the
functional school, are the factors which create the desperation,
apathy, frustration, fear, cupidity and hatred which make the
world susceptible towar. -

Again, war is attributed to the institutional inadequacy of the
natlonal sjate syst_em. The state is at fault because it is an
inappropriate and ineffectual agency for doing what has to be
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done in order to promote the economic and social health of the
human family.

Psychoanalytic View:

Psychoanalytic thinkers are of the view that th.erelare some
people whose approach or attitude towards hfg is conflict-
oriented. When people with this kind of psychological make-gp
assume leadership of a country, they tend to adopt conflict
approach to all problems and relations. Adolf Hgtlerof Germany
provides a good example of this kind of personality

Instinct Hypothesis: .

Propounded by Sigmund Freud, Emile Durkhemj and Alt_Jer
Einstein, this hypothesis sates that man hasllnstmctlve drive
towards aggression which manifests itself in \nolenqe a_nd war.
According to it, man possesses life instinct and mstmcts. of
hatred, aggression and death “instinct of pugnacity” gll of \_Nhlch
are directed towards the reduction/eliminations/
stimulation/excitation of tension.

Frustration Aggression Hypothesis: ‘ o

This hypothesis states that alienation/anom|e/fru_strat10n is the
source of aggression or that aggression is .alwayg a
consequence of frustration. Frustration could be sa_ld to exist if
there is dislocation between individual goals and their means, or
if there is disparity between aspiration and fulfillment (Eminue,

1994).

The Territorial Imperative:

Robert Ardrey who has popularized the concept that may be
called “The Terrtorial Imperative” asserts that malj's
aggressiveness is based on his so-called innate territor:al
nature. Like lower animals, birds and fish, men are said to be
territorial creatures, to have in-built instincts or compulsior_w to
possess, strive to gain, maintain and defend the exclusivg rlght
to piece of territory they like to preserve as property which is
geneticand ineradicable.
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Imperialistic View:

J. A. Hobson (an English Economist) and Viadimir Lenin
(architect of the Bolshevik Revolution in the erstwhile Soviet
Union) are, perhaps, the most prominent exponents of the
imperialistic theory of conflict. According to Hobson,
imperialism is a product of maladjustment or imperfections
within the capitalist system in which a wealthy, minority oversees
while an impoverished/’bare subsistence” majority lacks the
purchasing power to consume all the products of modern
industry.

6.2 CAUSES OF CONFLICTAMONG STATES

Why do men behave aggressively? Why do states wage wars?
Issues raised in the two questions are analytically different. We
have already provided answer for the former through the
analysis of the psychological processes that go on within
individual decision-makers. The latter question why states goto
war pertains to the decision-making processes of national
governments. Throughout history, wars have been waged as a
result of deliberate decisions by political executive Monarchs,
Presidents, Prime Ministers, dictators etc. and their advisers
such as legislative bodies, or War Councils. Men therefore
freely decide whether or notto wage war. Itis unacceptable that
war the most cataclysmic event in history might occur by
chance as the possibility of “accidental war” implies. Therefore
when a government takes a decision to wage a war, it may be for
a variety of reasons, singly or in combination. The following
factors aceount for the causes of war in the international system.

Defence of National Security:

A persistent cause of war has been the readiness of states to
resort to the use of force in order to reduce or remove a
perceived threat to their security and survival or to their political,
economic, socio-cuttural, ideological or religious value systems
whether such threats are real or imagined, imminent or remote.
Most nations regard their survival interests, the preservation of
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their sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity as
strategic foreign policy objectives for which the whole range of
policy instruments at the disposal of the nation could be
committed in their defence. Survival security interests are those
interests which involve an immediate danger to the security of
one's homeland, thus requiring an all-out national effort, ranging
from diplomacy to nuclear alert, to protect its citizens and their
institutions from extinction or attack by foreign enemies. The
Arab-lsraeli wars of 1948, 1956, 1967 and 1973 are a case in

point (Eminue, 1994).

Territorial Expansion:

A persistent source of conflicts among nations has been the
desire to acquire additional territories or to obtain more secured
frontiers, such as Israeli acquisition of the Golan Height and the
Sinai Peninsula in the Six-Day Way (1967). Acquisition of
territory is also involved in an effort to see to it that ethnic
minarities demarcated by colonial powers arbitrarily into two
sovereign states are brought together. Siad Barre's 1978 vision
of Greater Somalia which entailed annexing the Ogaden region
of Ethiopia populated by ethnic Somalis is a case in point. In
August 1990, Saddam Hussein's of Iraq invaded and occupied
Kuwait which it considered Iragi's 19" province, although it was
made to retreat with heavy losses when the Allied Forces led by
the US, engaged itin a 42-day Gulf War (February March 1981).

Territorial expansion could also be effected through imperialistic
designs. Hans Morgenthau defines imperialism as “a policy that
aims at the overthrow of the status quo (and) at the reversal of
power relations between two or more nations”. The cardinal
objective of imperialism is the domination of one people, their
institutions and ways of life by another-militarily, economically

Conflict and Conflict Resolution Manasseh E. Bassey 70

and culturally. Imperialism aims at establishing empires and
local preponderance in the acquired or colonial territories.
Some authors use the term “imperialism”, “domination” and
‘colonialism” interchangeably, although they are analytically
distinguishable.

Composition of a Government:

The attempt by one government to topple the government of a
country whose disposition to policy orientation it dislikes may
lead to conflict. These types of conflicts often contain strong
ideological overtones. The purpose is always to overthrow one
regime and, in its place, install another government; more
favourably disposed to the interest of the intervening party. The
former Warsaw Pact's invasion of Czechoslovakia to replace
Alexander Dubsek's reformist government; thus paving the way
for re-introduction of orthodox ccmmunism, and the invasion of
Uggnda by Nyerere's Tanzania to topple Idi Amin's tyrannical
regime are cases in point (Eminue, 1994).

Protection of Economic Interest:

Nations could go to war with the primary aim of protecting their
economic interests abrocad. Among such economic interests
worth protecting by use of military force are the sources of
strategic raw materials such as uranium, oil, gold, etc. The
enthusiastic leadership which the United States gave to its
Western coalition members during the Gulf War of 1991 is
attributable not only to the fact that the US is a self-styled
“policeman of the world” but also to the fact that oil is at the
bottom. Both Iraq (the aggressor) and Kuwait (the victim of the
aggression) are among the 5 original and founding members of
OPEC. Studies by Western scientists aimed at finding
alternative sources of energy have only demonstrated the
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oentmued utmty of petroleum over all othersources of energy’” .
m;ﬁesponse to; themcreasmg; use by-the developing nations:
ot econemncl resources:as. legﬁwate instraments of conducting

iptoh i;y,@eg 4he 1973-4 Arab Cil Embarge), Western nations

have adopted measures which threaten world:»peace - and:
secunty Such measures may include diplomatic arrn-tvwstmg
to threats of military aggression.' In'1974, Presidénta ‘*"‘””dﬁFord
vfﬁa*f‘""ﬁrroughout history natioris have had to go t6'war over
VAR resouress “Ever since then, thére have ‘been “well-
décummented accdlints of US Mlitary tnterventlomst ptans and

s”ta*tements agamstTmrd Wor!d countnes

ims‘rs UtS-Seeﬁetawcf State Henry. Knssmger annoumced that
U&weutd henceforﬁ) e@ﬂstder usthg rmlztary forceln the Mtddie

mdustnauzed wOrtd bmes thfeatened mth strangutahen
(smessWeek Februamtg?s,) egio figg 1

Presewahon of Natuonal Prestrge h

Prestige refers to the amountof respect, feputatjon and power,a
nation has or thinks ithas orwants other natmns fo beTeve it has
in the ihternational system. The § source 6f a hation's intemational
pres’tige'maybe'the nation's power, pcputa*horr wealth (actuat or
petentialitechiofogical advancement, ideology; culture, eft. A
colintry'alsoitends to boostits international image by developing
a: reputation:.dn. thewinternational - -community. . of .being a
responstble .and 7law  abiding” nahon-m meeting all, J'IS;
mtegrgattonal commi ments, mcludmg treaty obhgatlons arlsmg
frcm untematsona‘l t’ransact;ons “This’ underscores why coup—
makers” in’ ‘Third' World Cotintries always’stress, n théir coup
speéehies; their determiination” to Tespeét all obligations -ahd!
commitments ‘entered into 'by. the ousted governements.- - The
importance ofthisiaffirmation; as obsemed by K.diHolsti, rsttaat
“a.. gevemmem that fpex:s;stent!y breaks, treaties, , def ies.

VRO U SN D R DA et
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resolutions: of internationatorganizations and capsiciously daists:
the acceptedameanmg ofdegal doctrines wilk lower itscredibility.
(prestige}-in dtpi@jﬂai‘kCﬂﬂegptlafI&ﬁS and hen e,ftsnmﬂuencep
Leaders - whosei; ,@umrw& djoin--alliances ussally, eommit
themselves to-defending and supporting their.alliesmherever.
such athes:tacetht;eatspi mthtaw attacks They areduty pound

ngeria not crgtydeclaaesrmeAfncan canitine ~téc»,ugt:oethe €
pieceofher foreign policy, she alsomakes Decokogms o5 g{e@%
alignment.and . AMI-AWThetd postures. vital a,spests of her
diplomatie: efforts.-Such dectafatlons et Qatametersby which
Nigerig's - foreign:-policy Jnitiatives - shalk, by. judged-and the,
amount of prestige, which she emioys,-wilk depend»onmeextent
to which iis diplomatic behaviour: accords w;th hose
declarations. In order to défénd’ its) prestigs: as: 4 icotintys
expected to: provide teazdershap rple ’m the Afncaﬁ, Ceﬁaﬂent

years in Chad (tw:ce) as we Il as-in L;bena (ECOMOG)
others.

Diversionary TaCtICS' i '

In the face of'groving: cpposmm OF ! mabtt{tyf'to meet thee

“revotutionofrising expectations’athome, politicaldeaders may.

deliberately exacerbate’ foreign conflicts which would, enable

hem to.rally.the suppost of their. natnonats stlr up. the, Igemetuons

in the face of eh extemal threat to t ir surwval a bea in an,effort
'* fems Which they

séto ‘86lvE.’ The
strateg?y Whi ich’ pcﬁrtxcar leaders nsoh@ate_them’postt:ohs t6:
achieve greater internal: mchesmn »hy: diverting domestic .
resentment abroad throughyreliance, on. natonahst oF; patnotle
favour, though dangerous, could serve as a saiety yalve
institution”. ~ Raymond, Tanter .has, suggested a posstlve
correﬁatton between a forelgn war (the \ﬁetnam ‘War) whlch the

S S
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Umted States embarked upon for-a Jong:time without apparent
success and “the ' incidence -of its -domestic -discontent.” An’
American a%ogm hias hypothesized that if intra=group
agg;hes&ve impulses ‘become ‘strong: eneughu’%e threaten a:
nation  with “internal’ drsruptron the nation may attempt: to:
presewé it§™ cohiesion - or ™ nntegratmn by displacing the
aggressiveness “through external war. "Arothier hypotheses of
social conflict theory also postulate antihverse aretatnenshlpa
 between internal and external conflicts. External aggression is
| eXpécted i ‘indrease as - mtemal ‘violence within -a -group
decl%ases- “and “iiceversa. - (Dougherty ' and * Pialtzgraff;
1971:2345). W. Howard thgms agrees that national leaders
sometlmes censcr@usiy design aspects of their foreign ‘policies.
with an“eye fo' fendmg off ‘domestic oppesmons or. gammg
suppoﬁathome”(wﬁggins 1969 22‘%}

6 3 INDICATORS@F CGNFLIGT _

Confhict accordmg to Umoh {1966:50) has mdtcator whnch also
: mdhde acﬁon fn ge‘nera% some common forms of actlons
mciude e '

a. Protestnotes A
b. Denialsand accusataon PP T
G Cakhngambassadorshemeforoonsultaﬂons RETEE .
d» Wﬁhdmwai o# ambass'adovs ass:gned te the enemys

s opponentt{onoicease 4
9: ._.{axtegsmn ofﬁesa& «denunc

... Eor ] "t'f:dlpﬁomattcrelaﬁons
J. Exemplary ‘hon-violent mmtary action-a ﬁerts cancelmg
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- leaves, partial and full mobilization- - oA
k. Harassment ‘or closing : of -travel and ot

. betweenithe antagon"’fscﬁfzens HID ST

Formal blockad ‘

l.
m.
n

6.4 FEATURES”jCONFL‘lcT s AR g, SBReRRG]

Conflict has. cenee‘n intrinsic and. phenomenal nature of t{asts
(Umoh. 1996:34).. fSome Gf he easuhy obsewable feaiures of
conﬂlctlncwde' P VT AT Bpvest E0 2ma -

Permanence: . el et
Conflicts is a permanent feature of soma! refatlons V:rtuaﬂy all
human relations contain characteristics of conflict and areas of
possibilities of dxsagreement Disputes may ogcur even during
periods of cooperation” among mdwaduats or groups - Ralf
Dahrendof(1959 135) - ; BT

ally, een a series of
cempetltwe acts wﬁh “looses. rules' 'ymg toward ifl-
determined goals over a penovd of ’ﬂme (Hoffmann 1965:209).
Because international relations “have “nof:‘fundamentally-
changed, conflict including war, remains p053|ble Accordmg to
Hoffmann

. " So long as states are what tbey have aiways been
competing Wills, so long: as-their leadess. -doiot
yet possess those terrifying Weapons l;teraﬂy

o - capables of. destroying the earth:. . . there is a
- ustrong change thatwar will mdeedbreak out .
-, the. differences hetween .states stimulate
" .,i,.,competltion aadcompetltron !eads to war

Guide to Behaviour: 7
Conflict acts, as aguide to behawour and somai retatlonshtps It
also prowdes the lmpetus t’ha‘t sustams soc:lal morahty efhles
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and law. - The desire to “avoid coriftict: andriis: acceptable
~censeq;&em ‘tencourage the;-observances of laws and
regulations i m ‘'society and prmnotesmutualreepe t‘ ,According
‘to Schaller (1996 78) conflict usually works as echmque for
organizing a community and for, accelera"tgng f ‘pace of social
change. It helps to ‘Sharpen’ the “issues: involved - in the
controversy and to ena ble the people to dlstlngwsh niere’ easi!’y
between the different points .of, viex . Debate. is, ope - method
used by conflict to clarify thed’lvergent pom‘ts ofView and vale
)u‘agements Conﬁlct her tens tension ﬁmvrd*es an nnpetus
YorCiihical examination, 'and Suppliés a ﬂoadhght of pliblicity
which exposes the issues’ for study by all interested: persons.
Conflict has a great utility in helping the individual citizens to
'oosee ong altematwes;

be'c;ause u‘ Prowdes the mosf fe Je, groun ;g—'f@r
creatrve thmkmg it on!yProduces compromrses it
dYe?d‘sneW ideas théh m*fgfhz‘ nof F: ‘ve- hé

Ty

Catalystic Value:
ithe eataiysm npature: of.conflict is -summed uprin the words of |
1@‘3h¢end@f(1’95@‘f35€} thus

sl

aﬂ tbatf

Lsa_‘creatgmy snnovation, and devefopmenf
s fhe fife OF aﬁ;mdua h;s greup, and h:s

KTconﬂlcf Human be;nés were chased by conflict into s socnety and

‘Corgzqffémft’wﬁm Resotution Mm&&k&:ms@ TP £+

.

civilization.« Inthis ihe .social: eoniractors;.notably, 7themas
Hobbs; John Locke and Jaceues Rosseau have agreed. i:For

example the conflictial cordition;of man in the state of natuse

forced him, inHobbes thinking, to abandon the staté of menio
keep . covenanie and aceepﬂ: community” fife' (@iafs‘@m
1959 651) e EIL RS [T

6.5 CONFUCT RESOLUT[ON

Where actuai conﬂlct exists between nations, there are three
basic procedures for the resolution of sucir. conflict “-‘Ihesg: are:
negetlanon Mediatlen and Adjudication: iy no snd O gl T

Negottaltwon. L
Negotiatron has beerr deﬁned as a procees"lﬁ wiiich’ e>qpﬂcxt

orgamzaicqons and g@vemments echm;mtsy m'\;é“@?iﬁ
combination of some of their common and conflicting interests
The act of negot!atxon p[esupposes the existence o*funreso!ved

dn‘ferences be’cween staies s

T

‘ gienl *‘(
Condmons necessary for suceessfulu egotiation include:

existence of common grounds existence of focal point,
respectivesirengths’ ofparties, existence; of commiunications
links, national interest, specificity of objectiveainder contention:
Skl"S and specsahzatlon and possubmty of mcreased pay off

‘1(\{‘“

P 1ALy
[l b

Medlaﬁon R Ry SRR S SRR

- Third: pasties sometimes wade. into conflicts between thejr
neighbours in.order 40 arrest-the. incidence of ssuch conflict
spilling over into their tefritories. »Accoiding to Oran Yong, the
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process of Mediation'may be divided into mejor partsw. The first
-part is-aniaction taken by a>third: party i order to. help the

~opporientssie begin or continue bilateral: discussion ertohelp .

sthemimplementdecisions already feached:  does this through
‘efther (0f the following processes: (a) Good. Offices. (b). Data
Source {c) Interposition (d) Supervision. The second part of
mediation is bargaining, which nnvoives (a) persuasnon (b)
enunc»atlon (c) elaboratlon and miﬁahon (d‘) pa rhcrpa “

,,,,, .u,‘i o

[

‘ﬁdfudlcaﬂon‘andArbmation L S

This is the final proceture . for the resoiﬂhom o.f actual
international conflicts. This approach is the process of
submitting an international dispute to a body of individuals called
: upon todecideop the merit of the parties. . The prerequisites for
?successful adj ication . and _arbitration include: |, (a). The
i issues (b) VoTuntary submlssmn of the case

S

‘emsffence
"byboth parnesfo‘;ﬁwe triblinal {c) Continued conflict, and (d) Fhe
%ﬂmgnese o aeept ‘an’ award rather than ‘Bargain fora
Cownipromisé otiteome: The best kriown internationaltribunatin
medem i:mes is! the h‘ﬁernat&o&ai Court of Ju.stsce {izCJ} atthe

SRS R
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