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Abstract

For many %leau. and policymakers, cducation is a pragmatic tool for cﬂmbaumg c,,hnld -
labour. This is, in part, because a child who is in school fulltime cannot be on the streets
fulltime. More so, educational strategies are practical in that their success can be measured
“in terms of enrolment and attendance rates. Using evidence from studics conducted in -
developing nations, . including Nigeria, this paper argues that despite enrolment and
- attendance statistics, which arc usually quite impressive in initial stages of unplementatmn |
unless educational strategies are combined with other non-educatmnﬂl slratbgm lhuy w1l| -
not ¢l lwlwuly dddmss the problem of child labour. -

B .I{eywnrds_:'l Chlld Labour. Educ‘atinn, Developing Nations, Nigeria.

Rt:l'cmncu tu t'his papef should be' made as foHows:

| 'Ukomml, A, S, (2012) The Role of Education in Child Labour Eradication i in Akwa lbom . |
o State: A Review of Literature. International Jowrnal of Scientifie Research in I dzrcmmn |
5(4), 92 297. Rt,lnwud [D/\Tr] from hip://www.ijsie.com | - |
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 INTRODUCTION

_.];Thc., mcldence of chlld labour in the develﬂplng world, pamcularly Alrica gwen lt*; long and mtractablﬁ

development crises, is worrisome. Recent statistics reveal that 32% or 48 million child labourers are from Sub-

~ Saharan Africa, 16 million of whom are below the age of fifteen (ILO Report, 1996). The situation in Nigeria,

r__‘%—ﬁ___._:_._‘__fﬂurteen are involved in some form of child fabour.

accordmg to the United Nations Children Emergency Fund (UNICEF) State of the World’s Children Report
(2005), is equally cmmernlng This report shows that 39% of ngeuan chlldrt..n between the agcs ﬂf five and

L T

“The child labour epidemic has generated gre'at concaru p'u'tlculally am(mg sa,hul'us and pOllcy mﬂliel S, o
gwen 1ts implications for long-term socio-cconomic development. As Patrinos & Pscharopoulous (1995) point out,

child labour inhibits genuine development, creates social problems with sérious consequences, and thus thwarts the '

~ social development of the nation (Grootaert & Kanbur, 1995). The ultimate goal of such development is, according
“to the Report of the African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (7" Ordmary Session
(2005) to improve and enhance the quality of all people’s life, including children. |
| Tt is important to note that everywhere that child labour has been successlully addlessed govwnment has
led the formulation of new policies and the implementation of new programmes (Brown, Dcardoff, & Stern, 2001).
- Consequently, govemments especially in developing nations, have been cnmuraged to ad{)pt ddapt and
| lmplement vquous educalmml policies in their fight against chlld Iabt:rm

| Copy: lghl @ 2012 IJSRE
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- For many scholars and policymakers, education is a pragmatic, “full proof” and tested too! for eradicating
-~ and/or controlling child labour in any society (Bhalotra, 2003; Doftori, 2004; Cigno & Rosati, 2006). The
- attractiveness of educational polices is not unconnected from the fact that education physically removes the child
. labourer from “the streets” and offers measurable indicators — enrolment rate and atiendance rate — which can be
- used to assess its success. As attrhctive and potent as the educational option appears to be, however, the available .

- literature suggests that such policies when implemented in isolation from other policies that address poverty will
~“have little effect on ending child labour. The purpose of this study is to evaluate literature reviewing the attempts

by some governments to fight child labour through education alone. The aim is to provide new insights on the -
adequacy or inadequacy of educational policies as tools and to provide as well, a literalure base upon which
'GO'ntémpGrary_.reSearChersa'nd policymakers can reassess the current fight against child labour m Nigeria in general -

~ and Akwa Ibom State (the study area), in particular. ' O C L

~ Education in any society serves as a means for sustaining social cohesion and order, and for the transmission of
~ skills and knowledge across generations. As a means for sustaining social order, education influences children to
- obey, respond and become skilful without threatening the existing social order. In other words, it ensures the
- integration of children in society by directing, correcting and shaping their behaviours to fit with the present and
. future needs of the society. At the same time, it equips the children with the know-how- to conquer their

- environment in order to provide for their needs. ' SN S

" ¥

o Inview of the critical role cducalion plays in any nation, most governments centralize their educational -
- policies and programmes, provide for a child’s right to education in their constitution, and in partnership with
* international organizations, set and define targets for ensuring education for all. The aim here is to increase the
- literacy level cum productivity level of the nation (Sinha, 2003). Consequently, education is increasingly geared
 towards national development to the detriment of individual skill and knowledge development, _
- According to Doftori (2004), education has a direct link to child labour because child labour is a symptom
- ofa faulty/deprived educational system, This link is not a difficult one to accept given that in those societies where
education has been democratized and made accessible to more marginalized families, child labour is rare to non-
- existent. This is so, in part, because all or almost all children of school age in these societies are in school and so
- are less vulnerable to exploitation. In societies where edtcation fails and is out of reach for many, children become

~ willing agents for supplementing family income (Ukommi, 2010). ST

- EDUCATION AND CHILD LABOUR IN DEVELOPING NATIONS
Education in developing nations, in addition to preparing students for employment and equipping them with the
- right value orientation, is also seen as a means for upward social mobility (White, 1996). Thus, pcople tend to
- embrace education to the extent that it can help them sccure white collar Jobs. This explains the emphasis on
- credentials/paper qualification, sometimes to the detriment of a focus on competence, At a broader level, most
~ developing nations see education as an instrument for national development and a stepping stone to modcrnization
~(Levison, 1991). Education is thus widely acknowledged as a vehicle for raising national productivity and for
poverly reduction, o | . T
- Education in developing nations continues to feel the impacts of colonialism (Nielsen, 1998). The
- colonialists were interested in producing a generation of civil servants that would serve colonial interests. Hence,
the education system of the colonial era created Nigerians who were English in attitude, but not in skills. As
Rogers and Swinnerton (2000) argue, this approach to education in the developing world is what is giving rise
today to a mass of highly certified but largely unskiiled people that are unable to address their national challenges.
S ‘Today policies on primary and secondary school education in developing nations are largely influenced by
the positions of international organisations. The push for compulsory basic education being implemented by most |
developing nations, for example, is a result of international actions on children’s rights to education (Ray, 2000).
These policies, it is hoped, will directly and/or indirectly curb child labour, - B
~Apart from striving realize the right to education for children that has been enshrined in the constitution,
policymakers in Nigeria have also attempted to enhance primary education by expanding access and providing new
inlrastructure. Such actions are backed up in most countries with laws that declare education to be frec and
compulsory at basic fevel, with punitive measures for erring parents and children, Here again, one of the principles
behind such measures is to keep children in school and away from the streets until they acquire the required
minimum level of education. According to Licten (2000), however, a large population of school aged children in
the developing world are still not in school and many have already taken to the streets and are involved in hawking




jand/'ar other forms “of chlld ldbour The numerous reasons these chlldren are m)l attcndlng %chonl include

inaccessibifity--of-sehools, poor school infrastructure, absolute poverty that push parents to put their children to
- work instead of school, and poor curriculum that alienates students, These factors in turn prompt parents to forbid

":_"'theu chlldren tmm atlt..ndmg SGhDUI and raise chlldrcn wnth a dlsllke or suspjclon of the educatmn system

CIIILD LABDUR SlTUATlON IN NIGERTA

E I‘ hc realllles cri" chlld labmu in Nigeria are not mgmﬁcantly dlfl’erent ﬁom tlmse in other develapmg munlrles
" -_(Ukmnm: 2010) Due largely to poverty, many parents put their children to work in order to increase the tamily
- income and enswre survival. Thus, to the poor, children are seen as wealth creators. This has a number of
o lmpllcatmns It creates an urgmcy to have as ‘many children as pOS&lble and schooling comes m lepxe&.ent dc,lays_ |
o m chlldrcrl being able to work. | | o o o
. Tn order to address the problem of child labour, ngernn bmvemmenls at various levels lnve come to rely o

”   ._'0|‘1 educatmnal policies. In 1976, the federal government in conjunction with state governments lmplementecl the

" Universal Primary Education (UBE) policy. One of the aims of the policy was to remove a large number of poor

children from the streets by granlmg them access to education. Years after, studies have shown that the policy
- recorded high enrolment rates in the early stages but these rates subsequently fell steadily over the. years (Umar,
1987). The reasons that many of these enrolled children eventually exited their schools include an inadequacy of
¢ ,'-'1n[‘rastruclure, a Iack Of teachers or low quality of teac,ht.,rs p‘lrenlal attitudes to educatmn and the ll'l'lbbﬁbblblll[}’ |
. 01’ schonls | o | -

o LESSONb FROM BANGLADFSH AND NEPAL

.In l'llb study of Bangladesh and Nepal Doftori (2004) nnted tlnt like other developing wunlru.,s wnth a CQIOnlaI L

o _-'llerltﬂge and a large mass of poor famnlms thusu lw0 c(}unlrles, in llne wnth the plescnptmns af ll‘ltell'l'ltlml‘ll_'-'_
- .'-__Orgamzatlons alsn | | | e

e ‘Enshrined the right to chlldlen $ edumtmn in thelr respeclwe cﬂnslllutlcns,

- Declared and implemented free and compulsory basm education to give effect to this lnallulablL nghl -
~Prescribed p&naltles for defaulting pments - _* o - R |
© Qutlawed child labour; .

- Provided for more Schunls/mﬁastrlmture to cater to the envnsagecl surge in enmlmenl
 Provided for capacity building training for teachers and school administrators;
~ Provided for additional school supplics and teaching aids; -
 Abolished all forms of fees; and
c Damocratlse access to edumtmn

LR % % W% *ﬁ-* -

" In his findmgs Doﬂﬂn acknowledged that school enrolment rates for lhe e ‘eoniifies vk up s:gmﬁcanlly due -
 largely to the implementation of the free and compulsory basic education. Attendance rates, |10W6VEI did decline
- with time suggestmg that studcnts continued to drop out nf schnol at conccmmg nﬁtes The reasans tm these_______j_______.__;_.______'

' '_?'_v"_f'f]'fponumu..d drop ouls mcluded

(a) _Poverty a number of those who drnppe:d out were fmm pom' homes and nalghbnurlmods and fOUIld
R __'themse]ves back to the street hawlﬂng, | o SR

(b) - Distance: governments were not able to bring schools nearer o the pu pll

©(¢)  Relevance: the curriculum did not impact dircetly on the pupil and/or reﬂcct'thelr llfG cx'pt:'fi"é'klce's. o

_‘_(cl)' ~ Teaching Quallty Teachers were inadequate, poorly trained for the programme and ~ sometime absent

ﬁom schnols in some G’lS&‘i taking pup:ls to work on their ﬁrms

o THE CASE OF YOBE STATE -

A sludy conducted in 2009 (Ukommn 2010) in Yobe State of Nigeria reveals that the Yobe State Government also

'___-__1nlplemented educational policies_aimed at 1ddiessmg the problem of child labour. Aside from the free and

P S S . P

~ compulsory basic cducation policy implemented in conjunction with the federal government, the State also
- provided free uniforms to all students, paid examination fees for students, and provided free meals to all boarding
 secondary school students and a meal to selected primary school pupils. Special altention has also been paid to the

~ education of the girl-child. New schools are built specifically to provide opportunities for girls who have dropped



out of s_chml.; These rel’orms have been backed up by laws to prélect the rights of the child and outlaw all forms of

Analysis of dala genemted_ in the course of the study shows a steady rise in the enrolmem and attendance
rates of pupils in primary one (see Table 1 below). | T T T -

... Table 1; Enrolment, attendance and'drop out figures (2003-2007) of selected schools in Yobe State.

=y =g

= =

~ Year _ Enrolmcnt'FiEare | __%Altendance Figure ~ Drop Out Figure

o203 402 30 2T

| 2004 431 o | 45 -'fm;uf;vlé'h??:_-

o200 897 5368 "-; f'f29  R

2006 614 s9L 23
2007 -_;  819:' - 788 ) ;;?ffBTff;f7 ff“"

: T
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© The above table displays the enrolment figure for 2003 as 402. In 2004, it increased to 431 , while in 2005 it rose to
597, In 2006, it was 614 and in 2007 it increased to 819. The table further shows that the attendance rate also rose
 steadily. In 2003, for example, it was 375 while in 2004 it incrcased to 415. In 2006, it went up to 568 and in 2007
it increased to 788. The dropout figures, however, also fluctuate. In 2003, 27 students dropped out, 16 students

~ dropped out in 2004, 29 in 2005, 23 in 2000, and 31 in 2007.

o ~ The study also revealed that the vast majority of those involved in child labour (7267%)“’31:., also in
- school (see Table 2 below). | . S
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~ Table 2: Child labourers’ response on whether or not they were in school

S L

WWRRINERERRIE R L s

-~ . Response ~ Frequency Percentage (%)
- Yes 436 - T67
 Toal 600 - loogo

e -

- Adaptedl‘remUkm]o) —

i T 1 T O ey

~As the data presented in Table 2 shows, 436 (72.67%) of the respondents (child labourers) were in school, while

- just 164 (27.33%) were not in school. These findings contradict the notion that fulltime schooling will prevent
“children from becoming involved in child labour aclivities. In terms of why they were engaged in child labour,

- 73.4% attributed it to parental decision and 87.5% of the child labourers’ parenis attributed their children’s
‘involvement to poverty and atlendance problems. The import of this finding is that poverty is a key determinant of
child labour (see, Okpukpara & Odurukwe, 2006). Attempls to address child labour must therefore not be limited

* to educational options alone but combined with serious actions to address the problem of poverty that gives rise to

~ child labour at the first place (Basu, 1998). |

A E el
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I 2009 the Akwa lbom State government declared educatio
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n at the primary and secondary school levels to be free

“and compulsory. Tt went on to upgrade and extend infrastructure in schools across-the state, supply books and other

teaching aids, pay examination fees for students, abolish all forms of fees in schools, pay a subvention of N100 and

- N300 for each student in primary and secondary school respectively, and reintmduce”closc-jnmnitoringancl' -

supervision of schools and the conducting of examinations. The government also commenced selection
 examinations for students in S52 for purposcs of placement in $83 and re-invigorated intra/inter schools debates
~and competitions. All of this was in addition to the promulgation of the Child’s Rights Act that clearly outlawed all
~ forms of child labour and child trafficking. | S T e
- Expectedly, within a year of implementation, school enrolment in secondary schools increased by 300%
(The Sensor, 2010), Beyond this impressive increase in school enrolment, however, much remains to be achicved

~ in terms of eradicating child labour in the state. Despite these impressive enrolment increascs, for example, the
‘government has yet to increase the number and quality of teachers so as to improve the student-teacher ratio.
~_ Though it must be acknowledged that the number of child labourcrs has decreased, the population of those still

A



plying their trade is significant enough to warrant serious re-evaluation of the. policy. If lessons from elsewhere are -
anything to go by, the number of children engaged in child labour will increase as the attendance rate of students
decreases over time. Meanwhile, other education-related concerns remain; some school administrators have begun
to reintroduce school fees underdifferent pretexts, and investients in infrastructure have yet to catch up with

© Increases in enrolment. .

CONCLUSION -

eradicating child labour. Like other states and countries that have adopted this traditional approach, Akwa lbom
State may not achieve its desired result, especially in the long term, This is because the root cause of child labour,
poverty, has not been adequately addressed. In order for educational policies to achieve their desired goals in terms

Theturegomganalysm has sujggwted that Akwa lhom State has'-adopted lhe}'traditional-e{ijliéﬂtiéhal 'appfdach' to

~of child labour eradication and control, they must be implemented along with genuine attempts to empower the

populace and free them from poverty. It is only in such a combination that child labour in Akwa Tbom State Will
truly be eliminated. So long as absolute poverty continues to ravage the people, parents will continue to use their
children as income/wealth creators to, in their thinking, guarantee their collective survival, L IR

RECOMMENDATIONS

In lihéWiththe ﬁndings of this smdy, the following recommendations are offered in the belief that they will help in
the control and eventual eradication of child labour, particularly in the study arca. e

(D :Pc)liciés"ai'méd at child labour_eradication are not comprehensive enough, partiCuIarly_ in the Stlidy _ai‘ea, to
address a critical factor with a significant impact on child labour — poverty, Thus, for child labour to be

- successfully controlled and eventually eradicated, the formulation and implementation of a well articulated and

comprehensive policy that will improve access to school, enrich curriculum content, raise the income. level of
households, and enhance the general well-being of the family is recommended, This will reduce the rate at which

children are used by families as income earners.

.

prevalent in couniries and states that are facing severe

(2)' The inciden'cé of child labour appaars to be more

economic problems. Thus, it is recommended that developing countries and economically weak slates make

genuine efforts to develop their economy and promote social justice, for it is only in doing so that the standard of

- living of the people in real terms will improve and reduce the incidence of child labour.

-

p _Interﬁaticmal Labour Organisatiﬂn_ (1996). Ecbnomiﬁally active population: 1950-201 0, chamcterimics_ and methods

o _-

Basu, K. (1998). Child labour: Causes, Consequences and Cure, with 'Rcmarl{s on Intemat'itinal_ Labour Standards,

(3) G'oven_mwnts and agéncies must ¢closely monitor the implementation of free and compulsory education policies
to ensure that policy aims are not abandoned or defeated by the operators of the school system.
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