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G LOBALIZATION AND THE NATION STATE, “f‘-‘ k %
 CRITICAL ASSESSMENT OF THE EFFECT OF

GLO BALIZATION ON SOVEREIGN S'r‘_"TEs

Manassch Ddldem Basscy DR e
I)a;m: tnwm uf Pr)htmal S' sience / Pubhc, Admmiﬁtmtmn o
o U’" ver *”t..‘r’ ﬂf U}’“‘ e e S T

Lgs 1 hﬂ warld mday i.* crhamcmmzad b y m(erdependcnce and znferc?";:’:f: "f:'_:"nectimi

o in which events in one part of the glob@ are instantly felt n other parts. A.s Sntmir R e
S g result, this m(erdcpendence is posing serious challengﬁs 1o the role 0 S e Dk
S states and guwmmw:ﬁs in the hltw‘?m!mnaf u[fcm s. With: {he mmndmg RSN LR |
L. integration of states and the irmarkets into the global capu‘ah st system, the - 5 o B

| j T -'j__"'ginl:ne is Wilr 108 Sing a lotal Suhmt.s'.s'mn pf slates (i espec:al!y the develapmg
L onies) to the operations and supremacy of market pri neiples at the global -~ .|
D T ,,;;1(-3 vel which is controlled by the developed nations of the. West. Ihf.s' paper ... U .
o adopts the desc'nptwe method "of research using basical fy data JROM
' . secondary sowrces. The paper : Submils that developed countries havé used . ]
o their rapid m!vancemwﬂ Jin‘science .and technology ‘to” suppress the .~
~developing oncs, ‘thereby making them to become appmzdag&s o the
v global ec mmm v, Accor dingly, . this  paper recommends that ‘global -~ i
o institutions suclas the IMIG World Ilm ik and W10 $‘hmdd he pt*aperl e
o reor gamzed [o e cjfeci ively cater for the interest of all members, rather than 'i_'r!. 2 et 0 )

'”*'*'??'f-._i?':.'_i-'}'!h(’ interest nf lh:: umvtem cnrmlnm. Dmreh)pmg na{mn.a, .shmtld as a.

lntrmluumn *'.*? 'lj_'.""‘ |

o matter “of urgenc y re-ussess - their: yocio-cullural,  economic. fmd R LN

o dechnologic al status, and .S'H*'f\fﬂ (o sfmnglhen their mgmrml blocs o ]
U establish a strong and c’ﬁ"ecnve common market to take care of. their -~
| 5 ( \pm 15 ‘imuhn ly rln:* mdn.s. trialized nmmm .'.'Inmld on ﬂwu' 'par I, sho wi_._’
 good understanding in the :mabeﬂmg Ievel of dl.'i'ﬂm’lly existing between
. them and the: developing nations, among others. This study therefore =
pr (& c?n!,s a w mcnl ass e.v.wmﬂm nf the e[ﬁw of gir:vbnhzannn an .3*(.: vem ;gnf_i;? SR

( ;Inlmhmtmn is nm u nuw plu..nonu..nun, even. lhough lhc cmnage 13 a reﬂent t:me.. It
| came mlo popular usage in the 1980s- to descrlbe the mcreased mﬁvament ef pﬁople,
knuwledge, udcas} gmods and moncy across natlonal borders and has led te mcreased
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place), this process has many social and political implications as well, Many in local

mlw*nmimmf Jonrnal of xw*m(m Cufiure, I’ﬂmlm mrr! {3 mla;mwm
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©interconnectedness amon& llu, wm lal pupululmna, LLGIIQI‘I‘IILH“)’, pohtlcally, socmlly and

culturally. Alllmug,h globalnzntmn is often thought of in economic terms (The global market

communitics assogiale plobalization with mmlt..mixulmn (the transformation of fraditional

- sociclies into “Western®™ industrialized ones). At the global level, Elobulimlmn is thought of
an terms of the uhallcngca it poch to thc rolc 0!‘ %‘tatc% emd gavemmcnta‘ in 1nternatmnal N

ﬂﬁdllb and llm QO'J'!I cwnomy

. .( mucp!u.llmng( h’bﬂllmtm“ £

The term g,lobahmugn is used to describe the current world systcm —a process Qf the
mlumlmmhmtmn of capllal ur the mnlmlmua cmpunﬁmn of lhu global cconomy, The
concept is synonymous with the unla.ltuul expansion of the ;:,Inlml market place lhcrc..byx-
assuming the status of an :dwlo,gy wlw.,h orients the future action and expectations of groups

within the corporate world. 1t is the victory of markets over states, and thus, the likely

“reconfiguration of the political map of the world based economic regions (MacOgonor,

2000;4). Ake (1995) defines globalization as the “March of capital” all over the world in o

search of profit, a process reflected in the reach and search of power of the multinational
mrpom{mm lmm lla wcmry dver markcts und wonomw rcg,x(:'ns g,lnballzatlon now

.transcends I contempmary | process - of increasing mtense',
'1nluc{)nnwtedncsa/mtcraclmn/lnte.ndcpcndenw/mtegmtlon across - borders, slates and

communities  (local/national) ~ in = different  spheres fi?' - human life -~ =
_Lwnc)nm/l|nanudI/u.,clmulog_,mal/sucml/cullmdl and political. 1t is a process ‘that leads to the

emergence of one world - a global society, Wallerstein (1 989) locatus the drwmg force/cause_' N
ul‘lhm in lht, u.,nlml n mm., erhb Ld[‘)lldhsl g,lnbal u..mmmy e

Gl@bﬂll?atmn 1S wewed (hf Ferently by dlfferent societics. ror axample, in the west

| wlu,,rc human ru:,hls the rule of law and the relationship between lhc private sector, citizens
and the state are well undualnud this hyper L,lolml reach is alruady taking place and

booming. For the third world nalmns, globalization is an extreme form of capitalism -
politically, socnally and cconemlpally dangerous. As’ these regions become arena of intense

international economic competition, conflict becomes inevitable. Anarchy, therefore, prevaﬂs

because of the inability of the government to cope with the nature of the crisis. For
globalization (o achicve its purpose of interdependence and lntercannemcdnass it must be

backed by the states, This brmg,s to mind the theory of realism as the sovereign state is bound
by with the use of force, Lct us now take a look at globallzatlon and the natmn state frﬂm the 2
point ofvrew of reallsm Ty - L L |

The Rcahst '] heory

Ina nut shcll thc n.,ahst lhwry dcrwes |ts lmpulse fmm thc wew that tht: nature m“ _

man is aggressive and conflictual. It posits that n@llucal theory must flow from absawauon of

history and experience of people and of states and (hat these shuw 0 pulh,rn of violence,

:lj:,,!;,l‘bﬁbl\’b behavior (Morbmlhw 19?8 29 38) ln lhlS enwronment {hc hlghest moral dutykz 0

of the state 18 hu DWI‘I presuvatlon

To auwmplmh tlm, lhu stale must utilize pcmru ]hc interest of lhe state, _dcfined in terms of .

power, is the primary moral gmdg by which policics are developed but prudence in pursumg kN
that interest is the primary ethical guide for policy makers and is what is called the supreme
virtues ol politics (MacOmnor 2004:30). The goals of state have come to include, the search
for ways lo acquirc and keep power, increase power and demonstrate power. Thus, while
globalization secks to integrate nations into one global political econamy, rcalism seeks to
promote statism or the use of farcc and power to secure the national mteresl of states in anf_ |
essentially anarchical world “An es«;entlal link between globahzatlon and the nation state is
the mnmpl o{‘ mvurubnly, _..1 turm dalmb ba(,k 5wcral wnlurlus c:w..n bfziore lhc. natmn state'_ o
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.-].'W—tr -—-“H W ‘ﬁ'ﬂﬂ"——-\l . i A 2 W'ﬂlﬂlﬂsﬁlﬂw ﬂ'\li Akl v wm— Ee T

S m-rllln. n-ln.\..m.& #Wm.q—-_—-uan- -y u..pn...-r.c ﬂ,w.ﬂ.-a.m . e LR hﬁﬁ}ﬁr‘nﬂq‘l‘ﬂ-ﬁ-._mll—nwﬁﬂ“ .Arg\-: K

syatwn was ul.-.xblmlmd in 1648 Dn;ﬁ,umlly mlc,ndm in rc:lcrmme lo lhb estabhshment of
gy “order wnlhm a stale, sowrugnty has since been mlerpmmd by some as a legal quallty that__;'-_;_f
~ places the state above the authorlly of all external laws. Yect wheriever a state exercises its

~sovereign right to sign a treaty, it is also willfully Ilmltmg that right by the very actof =
R '.f,'undcrmklng an international It.,g,al Gbllgﬂtlm} States are also bound by other rules, such as
- cuslomary international law. With these formal legal limitations, sovereignly stubbornly-',.r
GRS persisls even in an age of ¢ g,l{)bﬂllmlmn, f:cwcn,.lwty is manifested in such functions as the_!;_ S

,f_,.f'__-__1___L.<,1||1|n;3, of money, he gathering of [:\?{Lb, the pmmulgalmn of domestic laws, the conduct of -

- foreign policy, the regulation of commerce, and the maintenance of domestic order. Thesc are
~ functions reserved exclusively to the state. lhc prospects of globalization stem froin the fate

~ of the nation, and in particular its association with the administrative structure known as the

| - State. (Jlobdluatu)n made its dcbut In WC&[LI‘H publlc pollcy cnrcle,s in the mid -—--]9805 ~and |

~ was at that time gencrally viewed in an -cconomic context. It simply referred to a Iargely-“-

. commercial process involving rapid increase in the exchange of goods, capital, and services

. -across natmnal fronticrs, Tt featured pﬂrucuhrly in wrllm&,s about the role of multmatinnal‘; :

~ corporations, with their networks of vertically ‘— integrated subsidiaries and affi liates
. (Dhanapala, 2001). Expanded flows of commerce provide profits, Jjobs, efficiencies of scale,

loweied unit cost, and increased the varlcly ‘of goods available for everyone fo buy.

- Pacil itated by tmhnolugmnl rend such ag increased *,puud and dcchnm&, cost of Iong-mslancﬁ:
o _'__I'lldﬂ‘-}p(‘n(dll(’m (both of passmg,us and of cargo) and devcmpments in telccommumcatlons, it

© was not just getting easier to do business across national bordurs, but hlghly deswablc to thc cgevil
_;—x*bmwmgﬁ numhcrs of pmcnlml bmeﬁcmma of thls cmnmercc | f.- R g

L hulﬁcu it tﬁ amy that many nbmrvem were alsa ket.,nly awam gf anmher dlmension of

-.'IlltleLl)Llldu‘ILL - nalmly, it's- rmtennal lo makc ar111ecl conﬂmtq much mnre dwaqtatmg
S Political analysts like Norman Angell, Leonard Woll, Prancis Delaisi, and Ramsuy Muir lmvc.--*-*-*“

e wnlan extensively on this theme and (.]llLSlIOI]Ed the adequacy of the nation state in mcﬁtmg&”j el

 the ceconomic and security challenges of the new century (MacOgonor, 2000). In short, the
- close jnterdependence of the world’s economies did not only offer great benefits, but also

o cntailed great mka and great refspmmlnhtlef; for gnvernmental reforms The capamty LS R

generate wealth clearly did not come with any. gumuntw that this new Wbulth would be'-""f?*

ALy "’.;dl[-slt*lbutbd cquitably, as recent economic trcnds show clearly tlnt the gap between the rif;h

R | "dl‘l(l pum’ h()lh wﬂhm nnr.l huwmn nﬂlmm = L,m wu:icncd

N “-‘-Tllt, In "IILIILL (}f (rluhillmdll()ﬂ un tllL Nam‘m bmte e T L

In qmtc ot th mﬂut.,nm, nf thc nalmn ﬂtalc as pmnary aulms in thc, mternatmnali

'_'_.'.-xys,lun, nation slales’ monopoly of power has been cnnsndwﬂbly weakened, and its hold on: i
~ populations has been greatly reduced. The nation state has become one of several world

3 -f{orgamzutmnal structures. ™ *lypetr-uglnbalmatmn“ theorists see the transnational cerparatmn_‘“
- becoming rootless, and as such ablc to move freely around lhl.- world m ordcr m maxlmlze'_lg.";_;'_-_'--__-j:
A p:oﬁt thus Lcllpsmg lhb natmn state (Dhanapala 2001) I A o ik L

.__;-'_ia-_-'ti-lobahmlmn is af fccung the poht:cal p@wer 01‘ the natmn state Membershnp of mtmnatmnal-,-'_; |
- of regional or&,amzalmnb by nation states has affected or diminished state sovereignty. Trade =

. blocs such as the EU, NAFTA, APEC, EAEC have reduced governmental control over the |

- national economy.. Snmldrly, the World Tradg Organization (WT0) and the International

 Monetary Fund (IMF), have an enormous impact on the nation’s economy, and by extension,

-~ the internal social security and economy of that nation. Economic sanctions and Interventions

| h_y the IMF, when the Hlllldtlt)ll IS s ﬂlumlly serious, m,rmuf:ly l.lndurmm(, the credablhty and
i mdupcndumu of mtmn-slalcs BGdlCS such as thc Unlled Nations (UN), by way of mllltary;-f o

| ~inletvention and cconomic sanctions smmmly call to (’]ll(’}bll()l“l the lcgltlmacy and sovcreigntyf
e 01 lhc, I'IdlIOI’I qhtc and ns ablhty lo duelmme whal happcns WIthm the tcrrltorlal boundanes

¥
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Il’zlulmlmlml treatics hulh hllulu;ll and lnullllalural ill‘s() CL(IL u p()rll(m ()f a lmlan S

. _ g(}vgrelgn[y m thc nchncvcnwnt af mnw global purpme (Amghl 1997)

lt.:ummuﬂnal carpomtlon';, m partlcular those vertically mtegmted structures Of US

o u::rpcmilml‘- h,_m, -:,crw.,cl as pmwcrlul vchlclus. of us national lnﬂuence over the affairs Qf -
ooTevery rmtmwsldlu on Ldﬂh Ihur pra.sencc exm more glahal pewcr and mﬂuence than a |

~ dozen microstate mmbnmd The presence of a transhational wuthm a state effectwcly placﬂs.j

claim on a pomon of the income of the host state, and in many cases control over certain.
~ resources. This kind of external influence constitute a dlmmutmn of control by the host state, =~ =
~ and hence, diminution. of sovereignty. To an extent never before cxperlencvd the world has-
o l'u:":cc:me aubsumud by a smgular culture, |deolﬂgy, or worldvmw, le. Neollberal capltahsm. S e

Co Ru‘mlmmml.llmm B

(Jlﬂbthﬂthn is not wc)rkmg for many af‘ the world’% pnor It is nnt wnrklng for much R
 of the international cnwmnment It is a Socla~pnlltlcal cultural and economic process_*;..;‘
-prcxpcllcd by the unpreGedented advancement in science, lachnology, information and

cmnmunmatmn “and the cxpansion of global market which offers great opportunities and at .

~the same time pose serious challenges to all countries of the world. Advanced countries wlth;rﬁi';f
o __lhmr scientific SGphl.&lleIOn and puwurl’ul slatus use the a(lvanta&,c of globalization to
. suppress the pm:)r and dcvclnpmg countries of lhﬂ world ‘This imbalance calls for radical . -

VWIS LTV T T T T e et e el m—— 0 e - - . et o m —— -, el BMemus = R " i LI [ Y R
. . . N . . ) B . . . e . -

o _scncmuculluml ccnnomlc and palltlcal rcccmstructlon and re orlenlatmn amﬂng the cﬂuntrles" Lo

LI l“.)cwelﬁmng nath:m, shauld a5 a mauu c;i’ urgancy, re»asqesss thenr socm*cultural
o polutmul eeonoinie and technological status in this ¢ra of glwbahzation They should strive o
~strengthen their regional blocs and possibly establish a strong and effective common market

e to take care of their cxpnrt lmdu T he mduslrmhmd nations should on thclr part show g g,(md
RS '_,illltlt" ‘Imulmb n llu.* 1 nlwllluy lvvul of t,ll'ﬂmtlly oxlh[mh In.,lwwn lhun und the wuuk and

Ta.tlu.g,g:,,lmg nations. ‘T l1|5~¢dn be. done by grantm},, ; them unmndltmnal approprlate: and genume?*

~ assistance that wuuld cnable lht::m to properly hook up-to the prwmlmg and ever gmwmgj

o blobdl wuu“puhuwl culluml lcchnal@glual and economic networks. This can come in the e

e __-imm 0I lmu_.., lum mtcrcst ﬁ t::e Ioans ﬂnd GthLl‘ tcchmcal assmtance fol development purpases.

R Glﬂbﬂl mslltutmns such as thc IMF Warld Bank and W'IC) should be pmper]y re- o
S Olgdmmd lo nffeclwely cater’ for the interest of mcmber countries. Grantmg every member
- country the 0PDOrlu:1|ty for ctqual rcpresentatmn and a voice in the activities of such

"----msntutmns as aga1||1bt the current. trend | where the mclustnahzed nations control the

o g;,anudlmnb to the detriment of the weak nations will enable countrics both stmng and weak
P 1o enjoy t,qual &,{lms lmm such- &,lobal ‘institutions. bmcc lhc pm;_,,rammcs of these;;
. organizations rcﬂect the interest of the: pawerful states in the mtcrnatmnal system, thelr'-'.
o ,'Iml“*"vb uud pmbmamm,:. :»huuld bL ahuamlnmd lo uurry llm poor ::lales. ulong SRR

- '  .|| i< pulmuu lm th nulmu mllzcd n*\lmna to lll'l(.h..al’blﬂlld lhnl l’nr tlu., gams @F E,lﬁbﬂhlﬂllon m

__bu umw.,rmlly realized, the world should be scen as an “ldt..ntlty community” where the
~interest of every member-state tather than mdmdual statcs IS parammmt ThlS w:ll engender‘_-‘f o

o @pcratmn ralhcr than unhcalthy cﬁmpctltlon._,i S e e T T

Agcm*. nl‘ atnlus suuh Elb transmlmnal mrparatlons, mntmularly tlmse vcrtlcally';-;_f-- ;

. -ilsmt%,mlcd structures of US mrpomtmns which serve as powerful vehicles of Us national .=
. influence over the affairs of nations on earth should desist forthwith from undermining the =

B _'-.;Dvgmgmy of other natlen:s; of the wcarld usmg the guise of globalmatmn. DﬁVﬁlﬂpﬁd--e

- countrics should learn to respect the cultures of other countries and allow globalization to
~grow at its own pace. Leaders of the developmg countries should on their own part braccup

s

e I e e o e —r FEET I —a . . . -

| o -,tn thc challenges of current g_.,lobal syslem thmugh gﬂcd effectwe and transparent leadershlp;

. o Mnnnssah ltdldmn Ba,s*;ey [)e{)tﬂf Pﬂ]mcnl Solcncell’ubhc Admmi#tmlmn Unwc:rsnty be, Akwa lbﬂtﬂ Slate oy | - __.__,.,__m
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dwoul of such vices as. mt.,pmudc and corruplmn T hat dane nauona ol‘ the world mcludmg
| lhe devmlmpm;:, soclcms, w:ll be ahlc to hfwe a Fmr sharc Of the beneﬁts Gf globallzatmn. o e
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